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The Cotswold News
The Cotswold Country Montessori School
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North
Tel: 079 366 7772
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za

Welcome to 2019

Dates to note

A very warm welcome to all pupils joining the school for the first time and welcome
back to our returning families. The new school year is an exciting time. Besides
planning the events for 2019, we are always greeted with new beginnings.
Our preschoolers have had a wonderful start to the new year as they have got to
know their new environments and their new friends. Demonstration lessons for
extra murals activities have proven to be a highlight of the past few weeks.

1 February

Primary School Sports
Day

6 February

Preschool Show 5 Senses

14 February

Valentine’s Chocolates

15 February

21 February

Friendship Dance
Primary School
Entrepreneurs' Day
Wattle House
Preschool Sports Day

21– 26 February

Mid-term Break

1 March

SISA chess - Ashton

1 March

Camp Out Pre-primary Year 3

7 March

Primary School World
Book Day (Dress Up)

7 March

Parents’ Information
Evening

20 February

Preschoolers
Our newest class of 2 to 3 year olds have settled in beautifully and are already
impressing us with their confidence and independence.
Our Year 1’s started their primary school years off happily and confidently and
have shown much excitement at the thought of eventually being able to wear a
school uniform to school. This year we have added an extra class to the 6-9
year environment. We wish all our pupils the best for a wonderful, successful
educational journey at The Cotswold.

May Selkirk presented 10
Year Service Awards to
members of staff.

On the 16th of January a rather emotional
assembly was held where 4 members of staff
received their long service awards for 10 years
of dedicated service to The Cotswold. As a
school we are lucky to have had a stable and
constant staff whose loyalty is to be admired.
Our hope is to educate in an environment that brings
out the best in your child and our staff. With our
staff, grounds and wildlife, let us endeavour to instil
the basic human values of truth, right action, peace,
love and non-violence in each child so that they may,
by our example, become the best they can be.

Principal Directress
Bev Hilder

The Cotswold Country Montessori School - “LEARNING FOR LIFE”
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2019 Year 7 pupils
Our 2019 Year 7 pupils were excited to start the
year off by mentoring the new pupils and are looking
forward to a wonderful, exciting year.
They are: Musa Tshabalala
Keikantse Matsididi
Thapelo Motaung
Danté Romano
Tristan Corrie
Maroulla Papapetrou
Mikayla Smith

School hats
The school has sourced sun smart, wide brimmed hats. The hats will
cost R 75.00 each and may be ordered from the school. A letter will be
sent to parents in the next few days so that orders may be made.
We would like our pupils to wear these hats whenever they go outside
the classroom.

First Aid and
Fire Fighting Training
School staff underwent First Aid and Fire
Fighting Training on Thursday and Friday
the 10th and 11th January 2019. All of the
school teaching staff attended "First Aid
Essentials for Children" and are appointed
First Aiders. Well done!
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Notices
E mail Addresses
We would like to remind our parents to update email addresses. The school will continue to send monthly statements and other
newsworthy items via the emailing system.
Emergency Information
Information forms have been sent home to parents for completion. This information will be required by the school as soon as possible
so that emergency contact information can be updated.
Lost Property
Please remember to label all valuable items, such as clothing, stationery, lunch tins and water bottles, which are brought to school.
Labelled items will be returned to their owners. Lost items will on a regular basis be displayed at the entrance for claiming. Unclaimed
items will be handed over to a charity organisation.
Aftercare
Parents have 15 minutes to fetch children after their school closing times, thereafter pupils will go to aftercare and parents will need to
sign them out. This additional service will be charged for as per the school’s fee structure on individual accounts.
School non-smoking zone
We once again remind all our parents that the school premises are a demarcated non smoking area. No person is permitted to smoke
while on the school grounds. This is not only regulated but is also a requirement laid out by the schools’ insurer due to the high risk
associated with the thatch buildings.
School Security
The main school gate code is changed on a regular bases and parents are notified in advance of these changes. We thus appeal to
parents not to give out the security code to third parties in the interests of our school safety.
School Governing Body
The following parents and staff remain representatives of the school Governing Body for 2019. Taryn Alcock, Romano Corrie
(Chair), Bev Hilder, Ntombi Mabona, Barbara Merifield, Amy Papapetrou, Cally Passmore, May and Craig Selkirk and
Kerry Vorster. We encourage parents who are willing to stand in future when vacancies become available to notify the front office.
Pupil Lunches
Parents are reminded not to give their preschool child products containing nuts or peanut butter sandwiches, as there are preschoolers
who are highly allergic to peanuts. Primary School children with allergies must be reminded not to share lunches. We also ask parents to
pack healthy lunches for their children from Monday to Thursday. Fridays are a treat day and as such money may be sent to enable your
child to purchase tuck. Please send a labelled water bottle to school with your child. Juices are not as refreshing and healthy as water and
can also be very messy.
Reminder of School Hours :
PLEASE note that no primary school teachers are on duty before 7:30am so children who are dropped off earlier than that are not under
any adult supervision. There is a charge for preschool children who are left with Nicola between 7:15 until 07:30 (early morning class).
Preschool children who are brought to school between 7:30 and 8:00 are to be taken to Pinelodge. Please make every effort to have
your child at school on time. It is unsettling for your child and the rest of the class if he or she arrives late at school. Preschool children
(3 to 5 year olds) begin their day at 08:30, Pre-primary and lower primary begin at 08:00 and Upper Primary at 07:45.
Parking Area :
There are four dedicated parking bays closest to the school gate, which are “DROP OFF ZONES” for PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN
ONLY. Please do not park in these bays. These are for primary school parents who drop their children off and don’t get out of their
cars. Be very careful when driving through the parking area, drive slowly and keep an eye out for children.
Tuck shop :
Our tuck shop operates on Fridays. The following items will be on sale:

Pizza slice
Half pizza slice
Crisps
Juice or water
Popcorn
A variety of sweets

R 16.00
R 8.00 (preschool only)
R 8.00
R 6.00
R 6.00
R 1.50 to R 8.00

J A N U A R Y

2 0 1 9

SISA Athletics
On the 29th of January our primary school athletes participated in the SISA track meeting which was hosted by
The Cotswold, at Noorderlig Combined School. This event exposed our pupils to a great experience and gave
them a chance demonstrate the fruits of their practices.

A big congratulations to Liseni Mqala who achieved a second place silver medal in the 1 200m under 11 event,
Kayleb Cornforth who achieve a third place bronze medal for the 1 200m under 10 event and Aisha Mukubvu
who achieved third place bronze medals in both the 60m and 80m events for under 8 girls. These pupils have
been invited to represent SISA at the Greater Benoni track meeting.

Lower Primary
School Pupils
At the first
assembly held
this year our
lower primary
school classes
were excited to
get to know
their teachers
and classmates.
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Extra Murals 2019- Term 1
Please note that the following extra murals will take place from the 11th of February.
Pupils who participate in the wildlife club will need to pay Jamie Connoway R30 to secure their spot and
cover the cost of activities.
Extra murals offered by external providers have already commenced. Payments for these activities are to
be made directly to the service provider.
Day

Extra Mural

Venue

Time

Level

Person /Responsible

Monday

Soccer Starz

School Field

Various

Preschool to Year 3

Soccer Starz

Monday

Musical Theatre

Events’
Centre

13:45 – 14:30

Primary

Xolani Zuma

Monday

Mini Tennis

Tennis court

12:30 – 13:00

Preschoolers to
Year 2

Karen Mac Rae

Tuesday

Ballet

Events'
Centre

12:30 -13:00

Preschool

Steps School of Dance

Tuesday

Ballet

Events'
Centre

13:00 -13:30

Primary

Steps School of Dance

Tuesday

Dancing

Events'
Centre

13:45 - 14:15

Hip Hop

Steps School of Dance

Tuesday

Soccer Skills

Field

13:45 – 14:30

Years 1 and 2

Sarah MacCarron

Tuesday

Wildlife Club

Tree House

13:45 – 14:30

Year 3 to 7

Jamie Connoway

Wednesday

Soccer Starz

School Field

Various

Preschool to Year 3

Soccer Starz

Wednesday

Recorder Club

Guinea Fowl
House

1:45 - 2:30

Upper Primary

Xolani Zuma

Wednesday

Chess

Gate House

2:00 - 2:30

Primary School

Jane Engels

Thursday

Netball Skills

School Field

1:45 - 2:30

Year 1 to 4

Barbara Merifield and
Talissa Karels

13:45 – 14:30

Upper Primary

Heidi Fataar

12:30 - 13:00

Preschool

Nicole Swatton

Thursday

Thursday

General Knowledge
Wattle House
Club
Drumming

Pinelodge

