
        

This year our year 7’s hosted a wonderful Gatsby-themed friendship dance. 

Pupils had a great time dancing to both modern music and old favourites 

like Achy Breaky 

Heart, the cha 

cha slide, YMCA, 

the Macarena, 

and even the 

birdie song.   

Pupils had lots of 

fun and enjoyed 

a lovely evening 

of friendship and 

excitement. The 

tuck shop was 

open and pupils 

enjoyed slush 

puppies and hot dogs. 
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1 March  Camp Out Pre-primary - 

Year 3 

7 March Primary School World 

Book Day (Dress Up) 

7 March Parents’ Information 

Evening 

27 March Entrepreneurs’ Day    

Elliot’s Boma 

29 March Ear and Speech          

Assessments 

1 to 5 April School Photographs 

10 to 12 April Upper Primary Camp 

15 April Preschool Show  -      

Eggtastic 

16 April  Primary School ends  

(close at 11:00) 

18 April  Preschool ends  

(close at 11:00) 

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Friendship Dance—Great Gatsby 

On Valentine’s Day our year 

7’s dressed up in fun outfits 

to deliver Valentine messages 

to the primary school pupils.  

Dear parents, 

 

We have had a wonderful first half of the term and the children are         

developing a sense of belonging within their classes, getting into routines 

with ease and engaging with their learning.  The events that the school offers 

are supported by the children who are really enjoying the extension         

activities like the Friendship Dance,  Sports Day’s, and Entrepreneurs Day.   

As adults we are here to support them to become more independent by 

allowing them to work at skills to achieve mastery.   

       Kind regards 

       Bev Hilder. 
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Preschool Sport Day 

Greater Benoni Athletics Meeting 

On 21 February our preschoolers thoroughly enjoyed their sports day 

here at school. Pupils had been practising for the past few weeks and   

participated in flat races, obstacle races, car races and relays. It is so     

rewarding to see how confidently our pupils participate in these activities 

and also how our upper primary pupils step in to assist those who feel 

overwhelmed by all of the adults in attendance. We thank those parents 

who were able to come along and support our children. Our children love 

to show off their newly learned skills. 

On the 19th of February Leseni Mqala participated in the U11 boys 1 200m 

race at the Greater Benoni Athletics meeting held at Hans Moore High 

School. 

He ran a very good race, supported by his teammate Kayleb Cornforth who 

attended as a reserve for the 1 200m U10 boys event. Aisha Mukubvu was 

also a reserve for the 60m and 80m girls under 8 races. Well done to these 

pupils who qualified for this event. 
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Primary School Sports Day 
Unfortunately our sports day was rained out but thankfully most 

pupils got the chance to participate in long distance runs, sprints, 

relays, long jump, arrow throwing and shotput. As usual our pupils 

excelled in their sportsmanship and ability to work together as a 

team and also to have fun and persevere despite adverse         

conditions.  

Our Upper Primary pupils supplemented their studies on movement and 

the way the bones, tendons and muscles work together to allow living 

things to move by cutting up chicken wings and studying the role of the various parts of the wing. Although some pupils did 

not like the feeling of the raw chicken other children spent ages investigating every joint and bone. 

Upper Primary Natural Sciences 
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Annual School Photographs 

From Monday the 1st  to Friday the 5th of April individual and class photographs will be taken. Preschool pupils should wear bright  

clothing on these days and primary school pupils must ensure that their uniforms are neat and clean on Monday 1st and Wednesday the 

3rd, for their photographs. 

Emergency Information 

Information forms have been sent home to parents for completion. This information will be required by the school as soon as  possible 

so that emergency contact information can be updated.  

Payment of School Fees 

We ask parents to use the correct banking details when paying the school fees.  Families who have any children in the Primary School  

are to pay the fees into the Primary School account.  If all of your children are in the Preschool then fees should be paid into the        

Preschool account. 

Upper Primary Campout 

Our Upper Primary pupils are eagerly anticipating  their camp which will take place from the 10th to the 12th of April. They will be    

spending 3 days at Thabaledi Game Lodge in Brits. Pupils will enjoy many group and educational activities and will be accompanied by Bev 

Hilder, Jamie Connoway and Heidi Fataar on this excursion. Pupils have the opportunity to go on a camp at an external facility twice 

during their upper primary years at the school and these camps are definitely a huge highlight for them. 

Entrepreneurs' Day 

The pupils of Elliot’s Boma will host an entrepreneurs' day at school on Wednesday the 27th of March. Our preschool pupils, from those 

who turn 4 this year, and primary pupils will be given the opportunity to shop independently at the stalls. Please support our pupils in 

their efforts to learn more about what owning your own business entails.   

Camp Out Pre-primary  -  Year 3  

Our pre-primary to Year 3 parents are invited to bring their camping equipment along and join us for a highly anticipated camp out here 

at school from 1 to 2 March. Braais are provided in the evening so that parents can prepare their own dinner while the children         

participate in super team activities. Before lights out pupils will sing campfire songs and will gather at the fire to make s’mores. On     

Saturday morning pupils will assist the staff to collect eggs for breakfast and then break camp and set off for home and a restful day. 

Raffle 

This term we will hold a sport-themed raffle which will be used to raise money for the construction for our sports green on the big field. 

Tickets will be sold for R10 each and all prizes will be related to sports. Any parents who are able to donate any prizes towards the raffle 

are asked to send these along to school or contact the office to arrange these donations. We look forward to another successful      

fundraiser supported by our Cotswold families. The sports green is going to be a super addition to our school that all of our pupils and 

families will get to enjoy. 

Parents Information Evening 

Parents are invited to join us on 7 March at 6 p.m. for an information evening. Bronwyn Potgieter, a speech therapist from the Benoni 

area, will discuss speech development milestones and signs of possible speech and auditory processing difficulties. 

Book dress up day 

Primary school pupils may dress up as a character from a book on the 7th of March – a donation of R5 per pupil will be appreciated. If 

possible pupils should bring the book that their character is from to school on this day and introduce their friends to the book by reading 

a page or two to their classmates. International book character day aims to encourage a love of reading in children and we share this 

wish for all of our pupils.   

 

 

Notices  

“Every one in the world ought to do the things for which he is specially adapted. It 

is the part of wisdom to recognize what each one of us is best fitted for, and it is 

the part of education to perfect and utilize such predispositions. Because education 

can direct and aid nature but can never transform her.” 

          

          Dr Maria Montessori  


