M A R C H

2 0 1 9

The Cotswold News
The Cotswold Country Montessori School
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North
Tel: 079 366 7772
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za

How Does Montessori Prepare Children For School?

Dates to note

Evidence shows us that a person’s life success, health and emotional wellbeing is
deeply connected to their experiences and environment in early childhood. We
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So how does Montessori
early education prepare
children for school and later life?

Optimal Learning Environment
Montessori education is scientifically based on the key developmental stages that
all children move through on their way to adulthood. In Montessori, these key
developmental stages are referred to as ‘sensitive periods,’ which are periods of
time when children’s interests are focused on developing a particular skill or
knowledge area. Montessori education facilitates these special periods of
sensitivity by providing children with a prepared environment that is designed to
optimise their learning. Characteristics of the prepared environment include:
order, hands-on self-paced learning, collaborative social interactions, children of
mixed ages, movement, guidance, freedom of choice, and a full selection of
self-correcting Montessori materials available on low open shelves.
The prepared environment is designed to stimulate children’s minds, encourage
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collaboration and independence, and provide them with the time and space to
achieve the outcome of their ‘work’.

Continues on back page.
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Primary School World Book Day
As Victor Hugo said - To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.
On the 7th of March we celebrated World Book Day by having our pupils dress up as characters from their favourite
books. They brought their books along to school and read to their classmates and fellow pupils. Sharing the love that our
children have for books and reading proved to be a most rewarding activity for them and they inspired one another to
read new books and to explore the work of new authors. This event has quickly become a favourite amongst our pupils
and absolutely ties in with our wish to create readers and thereby open new worlds to our pupils.
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Notices
Annual School Photographs
From Monday the 1st to Friday the 5th of April individual and class photographs will be taken. Preschool pupils
should wear plain, clothing free of logos on these days and primary school pupils must ensure that their uniforms
are neat and clean on Monday 1st and Wednesday the 3rd, for their photographs.
Upper Primary Campout
Our Upper Primary pupils are eagerly anticipating their camp which will take place from the 10th to the 12th of
April. They will be spending 3 days at Thabaledi Game Lodge in Brits. Pupils will enjoy many group and educational
activities and will be accompanied by Bev Hilder, Jamie Connoway and Heidi Fataar. Pupils have the opportunity to
go on a camp at an external facility twice during their upper primary years at the school and these camps are
definitely a highlight for them.
Raffle
This term we will hold a sport-themed raffle which will be used to raise money for the construction of our sports
green on the big field. Tickets will be sold for R10 each and all prizes will be related to sports. Any parents who are
able to donate any prizes towards the raffle are asked to send these along to school or contact the office to
arrange these donations. We look forward to another successful fundraiser supported by our Cotswold families.
The sports green is going to be a super addition to our school that all of our pupils and families will get to enjoy.
Holiday Care Programme
Preschool parents who require care for their children during the school holidays from Tuesday 23rd April until
Friday the 3rd May 2019 are to contact the office and reserve a place for their children.
End of Term One Closing Time
School closes at 11:00 on Tuesday the 16th April for Primary School and 11:00 on Thursday the 18th for
Preschool.
Start of Term 2
Preschool starts on Monday the 6th May and Primary School on Tuesday the 7th.
Preschool Bicycle Week
Our preschool pupils will bring their bicycles to school for the first week of the second term. Bicycles will be left at
school for the week and will be locked in the classrooms overnight. Our pupils really love this opportunity to show
off their cycling skills – younger children are welcome to bring scooters. Please send your child’s helmet along to
school as we want our children to follow all of the usual safety rules for cycling.
Pre-primary Assessments
Between the 13th and 24th of May our pre-primary pupils will be assessed as to their school readiness. This means
that there is still plenty of time for us to work together to ensure that they are ready for primary school in 2020.
All parents of pre-primary pupils received a list of items that they can assist with at home – these include learning
their address and telephone numbers, writing their own name and various physical skills such as riding a bicycle,
swimming, eating with a knife and fork among others. Please continue to practise these skills with your child during
the school holidays.
Easter Celebration
On the 12th of April our preschoolers are invited to join us for an Easter celebration which includes an Easter hat
parade and an Easter egg hunt. Parents may also send in the money and order hot chocolate and hot cross buns.
Please join us for this fun-filled family event.
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Camp out Pre-primary –Year 3
It has become a standing joke among the teachers at The Cotswold that whenever we plan an event, it will probably rain.
This was definitely what we were we expecting when we planned our annual pre-primary to year 3 campout on the 1st of
March, but to our surprise we were blessed with the most wonderful weather. While parents set up camp and gathered
around the braais, the children congregated eagerly at the stage to see what games the teachers had prepared for them.
They were split up into groups and given a country that they would represent in our Cotswold version of the "Amazing
Race". Groups were then given instructions and completed challenges with their teams in order to check into the final pit
-stop. The children participated in various activities ranging from tea tasting to hula-hoop, Ching Chong Cha and learning
facts about countries around the world at each station. Once everyone had reached the final pit-stop, they all gathered
around the camp fire to sing some songs and enjoy their s'mores. Overall the event was greatly enjoyed by the children,
parents, and staff. It was definitely a night no one will forget.
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Continued from cover page
In this way, Montessori inspires children to become independent, self-motivated learners with strong academic
foundations.

Preparation for School Skills
In Montessori, preparation for school begins at the age of two, as this is when children transition to the prepared
preschool environment. Within this environment, children participate in the full three-hour work cycle, and take
part in the Montessori day routine. This sequence of daily activities provides children with an understanding of
order, time management, and how to behave within their environment at different times. It also provides children
with important preparation for school skills, such as concentration, sitting quietly, waiting one’s turn, collaborating
with others, and the ability to follow instructions.

Strong Academic Foundations
The five curriculum areas of the Montessori Early Years Program provide children with strong academic foundations
that align with the key knowledge areas taught in early primary school.
The Practical Life area teaches children care of self and care for the environment. Activities such as pouring,
spooning and threading, teach children to adapt to their environment and develop their independence.
Sensorial education teaches children how to express and classify their sensory experiences. By providing children
with a system to process their environment, they learn to become keen observers of the world around them. Eg
they learn to identify taste—sweet, sour, bitter and salty.
The Montessori language curriculum is designed to teach children spoken language, written language, and reading.
Through language based activities, children learn to develop their vocabulary, compose their own written works,
and read the work of others.
Mathematics is first introduced to the child through sensorial materials
that prepare them for basic mathematical concepts such as counting and
identifying shapes. The mathematics materials offer children a formal
introduction to abstract mathematical functions such as multiplication,
division and algebra.
Cultural materials lead the child to experience geography, science,
history, art and music through concrete materials and experiences.
Through cultural activities, Montessori encourages children to develop
an awareness and appreciation of diversity in their world.

Holistic Education Method
The Montessori approach to early education is child-centred and teacher
-guided. The role of the teacher is to prepare the learning environment,
and observe and guide their students in their learning. The focus is on
children learning, not on teachers teaching. The Montessori method
places strong emphasis on respect for the individual, others, and the
environment. It goes beyond the classroom to link learning to the home
and outside world.
By providing children with an educational experience that goes beyond the classroom, Montessori allows children
to develop socially, emotionally, spiritually, intellectually and physically. In this way, Montessori prepares children
not only for school, but for life.
Source:

https://montessoriacademy.com.au/how-does-montessori-prepare-children-for-school

Next Newsletter—Modern research supports the building of relationships rather than changes annually. The
Montessori classroom has always worked in this way.

