
        

Montessori education involves the whole child in their learning.  Our children 

can make independent choices and choose to deepen their interests.  By      

engaging the child’s social and emotional interests, like entering an U10 netball 

team into the league when our pupils requested it, optimal learning and love of 

learning is encouraged. 

Current brain research supports this type of learning.  New Zealand           

neuroscience educator Nathan Wallis explains How Brain Research Can Maximise 

Classroom Learning.  He argues that unless a child’s “social emotional brain” is 

fully engaged optimal learning 

cannot be achieved. 

“If children feel incompetent, if 

they’re asked to do things     

outside their capability and if 

they’re scared into learning, that 

actually disengages their higher 

intelligence.”  The Montessori 

classroom is known for its 

friendliness with mistakes.    

Children are allowed to practise 

activities until they master the 

skill.  This encourages pupils to 

try without fear of failure. 

“Children have to enjoy learning in order to really engage their full intelligence,” 

he said. Our Cotswold primary school pupils displayed this recently when they 

completed their human body projects, choosing topics and presenting them in 

individual and novel ways.   

“Educators have to meet the needs of the survival brain and the emotional brain 

before they can engage the learning brain in children,” he said. 

“A lot of people think you go straight to the learning brain and do a lot of    

repetitive literacy and numeracy work. But that child could just learn to 

hate learning.” 

“There’s an expression they use in education for  teachers: ‘The child 

doesn’t care what you know until he knows that you care.’ Educators 

would get far better outcomes if their first priority was to develop high 

quality relationships with their students,” Wallis said. This is another 

practice that Montessori schools actively exercise.  Montessori teachers 

are known by their name to the children.  Our school practises  keeping 

children in the same class for a period of three years while most schools 

change the teacher annually.  The child then only builds superficial       

relationships because the teacher changes every year.  

When modern research supports the key practices found in Montessori 

schools, the work our staff do in our classes is validated. 
https://www.isq.qld.edu.au/media-resources/expert-shares-how-brain-
research-can-maximise-classroom-learning 
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3-5 June  Yr.1 to 3 Speech         

Afternoon – Woodlands 

7 June SISA Mini Netball and 

Football– Pinnacle College 

17 June  Youth Day -                

Public holiday 

28 June  Country Walk 

28 June - 

8 July 

Mid-term Break 

10 July Preschool Show          

Traditions and Cultures 

10 July Primary School outing - 

Zoo 

12 July Pyjama Day 

13 July Open Day 

17 July Entrepreneurs’ Day     

Owl’s Nest 

19 July  Ice Skating Social      

(Primary School) 

24 July Eye Test 4yrs + 

26 July SISA Chess – Woodlands 

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Primary School Projects 

Montessori practices supported by current 

brain research 

https://www.isq.qld.edu.au/media-resources/expert-shares-how-brain-research-can-maximise-classroom-learning
https://www.isq.qld.edu.au/media-resources/expert-shares-how-brain-research-can-maximise-classroom-learning
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Natural Science: research and technology project 
Towards the end of Term 1, the upper primary pupils researched how skeletal structures play an important 

role in the way that animals function and move in their habitat. Their impressive displays of creativity and the 

obvious interest they had taken in their projects, enabled each child to learn from one another. 



Raffle 

The sport-themed raffle was drawn on Friday the 31 May.  All prizes were related to sport to highlight that the 

money raised will be used for the construction of our sports green on the big field later this year. The sports green 

is going to be a super addition to our school that all of our pupils and families will get to enjoy. 

Entrepreneurs' Day:  

On the 29 May the pupils of Tree House hosted their Entrepreneurs' Day. This event gives our pupils an idea of 

what it is like to run a business and teaches them invaluable life lessons. The rest of our pupils gain independence 

by being able to go shopping on their own in a safe environment.  

Winter Tea  

From the 18 June our pupils will receive a cup of Rooibos tea during the work period. If your child does not take 

milk or sugar in their tea please inform their teacher.                                                                 

Preschool Reports: 

Preschool reports will be handed  out on Tuesday 25 June. 

Preschool Parents-Teacher Conferences: 

Preschool Parents-Teacher Conferences will be held on Wednesday 26 June between 17:00 and 19:00.  Parents will 

meet with teachers in Owl's Nest and tea and coffee will be served in Wattle House.  

Staff Changes 

We would like to welcome Melissa Moodley and Dikeledi Shabangu to the preschool staff.  

Primary School Outing to the Johannesburg Zoo: 

This will be held on 10 July.  Details will be sent to parents who are asked to please sign the forms allowing their 

children to attend.   
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Notices 

Our netball started on the 10 May and we have attended 3 mini tournaments thus far. The children have shown 

much improvement and a love of the game.  By popular demand, this year we entered an U 10 netball team into 

the SISA league.  The team of girls that are both U9 and U 10 (mixed age group) did exceptionally well and       

improved after every game.  The girls showed dedication and commitment towards the team and played their best 

at every match.  

Our Upper Primary boys had two great friendly soccer matches at Pinnacle College on the 21 of May. The boys 

work together so well and really proved that those super serious games during break have paid off handsomely.  

Well done to those netball and soccer children.  

Netball and Soccer 



 

      

                       A P R I L / M A Y    2 0 1 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper Primary Camp—Thabaledi Game Lodge 

 

Our upper primary learners attended their camp at Thabaledi Lodge in April. They were so excited about   

staying with their friends in chalets, being surrounded by nature, working together in teams, caring for one   

another and they made us so proud by the great display of good manners and enthusiasm. We all experienced a 

fun and memorable camp! 
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Preschool– Bicycle Week 
Out of all of the events at the school, bicycle week has to be by far one of the most exciting ones for our       

pre-schoolers.  Bicycle week was held from the 6 May to 10 May 2019 and the pre-schoolers were able to bring 

their bicycles to school and took turns riding them all around the school grounds. The teachers varied the areas 

for the learners to ride daily and the children especially enjoyed riding their bicycles in the car park over the 

speedbump. Bicycle week also serves as a fundraiser and learners were asked to bring in a donation of R5 to 

school with them. We would like to thank the parents who donated money towards this fundraiser as this   

money will be used towards ensuring our classrooms are maintained and that our materials are replaced when 

necessary. 

The preschool children enjoyed a wonderful show on the 27 May titled “Zoom.” The show was presented by 

the company “Puppets and More” and this provided the learners with an opportunity to learn more about land, 

water and air transport as well as some general transport safety tips. The children loved being actively involved 

throughout the show and could not stop talking about the various forms of transport we use daily after the 

show had ended. The show forms a part of the preschool theme “Transport” which took place from the 20 – 30 

May. We hope our pre-schoolers have enjoyed the theme and we look forward to the start of our next theme 

which is Father’s Day.  

Preschool Show - Zoom 

Our mini-netball and soccer season is in full swing with 3 tournaments played in and another 2 to come. Our 

pupils really enjoy these games, learn new skills and improve their teamwork every week. 

Mini-Netball and Soccer 
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Lower Primary Projects 

Our lower primary children, ended off the first 

term by presenting their human body projects. 

We thoroughly enjoyed listening to them and 

learning more about the human body through 

each child’s individual research and presentations. 

Well done to all the children for their efforts. 


