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28 June - 

8 July 

Mid-term Break 

10 July Preschool Show          

Traditions and Cultures 

10 July Primary School outing - 

Zoo 

12 July Pyjama Day 

17 July Entrepreneurs’ Day     

Owl’s Nest 

19 July  Ice Skating Social      

(Primary School) 

24 July Eye Test 4yrs + 

26 July SISA Chess – Woodlands 

27 July Open Day   

8 August  Country Walk 

8 August Term 2 Primary School 

closes (11:00)    

16 August Term 2 Preschool closes 

(11:00) 

2 September Term 3 Preschool opens 

9 September Term 3 Primary School 

opens 

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Speech Afternoons 

“Let us always remember that inner discipline is something to come, not 

something already present.  Our task is to show the way to discipline.” 
Maria Montessori 

 
Dear Cotswold families, 
 
Do you feel as if your child does not listen or do what you ask of them?  You 
may think they are disobedient but Montessori explains the development of 
the child’s will and his obedience in a way that allows parents and teachers to   
understand it better. Rather than the child blindly obeying commands, giving up 
their will to obey others or using their will to battle yours, Maria Montessori 
says we should think of obedience as part of a child’s natural development. 
 
During the first years of life a child creates and develops his mental organs, just 
like he does his physical organs.  As children practise walking until they can 
walk perfectly, so too do we have to give them chances to practice obedience. 
This first level of obedience is when the child does not have a will, and both 
will and knowledge have to be created.  The child needs to develop his will in 
order to be able to obey.  In the first three years, the child creates and       
exercises his will, gradually becoming more conscious of himself and his      
actions.  This is why he may obey you one day and not the next. 
 
In the second level of obedience, the child practices and will use their will to 
obey your will.  Speaking kindly, sharing and doing what you say are all        
examples of the child wanting to obey the adult. 
 
The third level of obedience is a higher, more developed form of obedience 
when the child realises for himself that he too wishes to do what is best for 
him and not because he is obeying you.  Wearing the school uniform correctly 
on the correct days because of his own desire to dress neatly, not taking 
something that has been left in a public place or demonstrating patience when 
others may rush to take advantage of a situation, are examples of the child  
practising a higher level of obedience. 
 
Allow your child to practise making decisions.  You can do this by: 
 giving them many opportunities to make a good choice.  For example, 

“Do you want to have a  banana or an apple with lunch?” 
 avoiding making ‘better’ decisions after he has chosen. 
 avoiding swaying your child’s decision with your own preferences. 
 implementing natural consequences rather than punishments. A child 

who does not want to pack away his toys may have to realise that it 
does not look like he wants these toys since he is not willing to pick 
them up.  Faced with a choice, picking up the toys may look like the 
smarter option. 

 
It takes time and practice, but gradually your child will strengthen his will and 
start to obey.  Don’t worry about getting to the third level.  This takes time 
and much practice.  In the meantime, love your child and believe that your 
child is capable of  many great things. 
 
Yours for our Children 
May Selkirk 
 
 
The Discovery of the Child, Maria Montessori 
Montessori and Obedience: It’s not a “Do whatever you want” method,  
J M Kermode 



 

      

                             J U N E    2 0 1 9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarring of Dickinson Road 

The council has begun the tarring of Dickinson 

Road in front of the school.  This has impacted the 

school community when dropping and collecting 

pupils daily.  The school has unfortunately had little     

control over this project and we thank our parents 

for their patience and understanding during the 

roadworks. We are informed that Dickinson road 

will be completed by mid-July and eagerly anticipate 

the use of the new road. 

Speech Afternoons 
In June some of our Year 1's to 3's 

took part in the Woodlands 

speech afternoons and all         

acquitted themselves very well. 

The confidence and enjoyment 

displayed by these six young    

people was incredible to see. They 

were: Year 1- Gabriella Connoway 

and Scarlett-Grace Paul, Year 2 - 

Whitecloud Davies and Quaide 

Alcock and Year 3 - Amelia Smit 

and Alayhe Trentini.  This event 

allows pupils to build their       

confidence and public speaking 

skills which will stand them in 

good stead for their futures in the 

working world.  

Upper Primary Quiz 

Tristan Corrie, Mikayla Smith, Musa 

Tshabalala and Keikantse Matsididi 

represented The Cotswold at the 

SISA inter primary quiz evening 

held at St Francis School in Benoni. 

These year 7 pupils worked       

together so beautifully and made us 

very proud with their wonderful 

team spirit and sense of fun. 



Raffle 

The sport-themed raffle was drawn on Friday the 31 May.  All prizes were related to sport to highlight that the 

money raised will be used for the construction of our sports green on the big field later this year. The sports green 

is going to be a super addition to our school which all of our pupils and families will get to enjoy. 

Entrepreneurs' Day:  

On the 16 July the pupils of Owl’s Nest hosted their Entrepreneurs' Day. This event gives our pupils an idea of 

what it is like to run a business and teaches them invaluable life lessons. The rest of our pupils gain independence 

by being able to go shopping on their own in a safe environment.  

Preschool Parent-Teacher Conferences: 

Preschool Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on Wednesday 26 June.   Parents met with teachers in Owl's 

Nest and enjoyed hot tea and coffee in Wattle House. The event was well attended with parents and teachers   

communicating about their child’s progress.  

Primary School Outing to the Johannesburg Zoo 

This will be held on 10 July.  Details have been sent out to parents who are asked to please sign the forms allowing 

their children to attend and to return reply slip and monies payable for lunch.   

Ice Skating Social (Primary School) 

Our ice skating social for all families of primary school children will be held at the Festival Mall Ice Rink on Friday 

19 July from 17:15 to 19:15.  Bring your friends and family along for this fun social event.  We have booked the ice 

rink for the exclusive use of The Cotswold.  Spectators are asked to pay R10 and skaters R90 (including the hire of 

ice skates). Skaters who own their own skates will be required to pay R60 for entrance. 

School Open Day   

The school will be holding an Open Day on Saturday the 27 July 2019 between 10:00 and 13:00.  We      

encourage our school parents to invite their friends to have a look at how this method is taught and gain a better 

understanding of what Montessori education is in practice.  

Fundraising Event 

Our pre- and primary school pupils will be participating in a pyjama day on 6 July. This type of event is a lot of fun 

for pupils and teaches them that it is alright to laugh at themselves. We would appreciate a donation of R5 from 

pupils who participate in the dressing up. This money will go towards our fundraising efforts for the school.  

Eye Test - 4 yrs and older 

Eye tests will be conducted on Wednesday the 24 July.  

School Maintenance 

Over the last few weeks a number of maintenance projects were completed. Wattle House, Owl’s Nest and the 

administrative offices were painted, reading bag hooks were installed in lower primary classes, Elephant Cottage 

thatch roof was brushed and a wooden horse was installed in the preschool play area. Two additional picnic   

benches were purchased for the preschool.  

Staff Training 

Staff participated in two afternoons of training during June.  Topics included student handwriting, child abuse and 

discipline.  Student handwriting focussed on pre-writing exercises like scrubbing and other practical life exercises, 

the use of crayons in the Preschool, the correct pincer grip when writing, correct posture and the left-handed  

writer.  Montessori interpretation of discipline and independence, with an emphasis on the child reaching an      

internal understanding and desire to do things correctly for themselves, were reviewed.  Interesting discussion 

took place on these topics. 
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Notices 
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Cycle for Peace 
Our ever-popular primary school Cycle For Peace Day was held 

on the 28th of June. Pupils spent time cycling outdoors and were 

also given the opportunity to reflect on their role as the future 

generation of peacemakers. Seeing pupils sharing bicycles and 

encouraging each other was a highlight of the day and truly 

showed off our motto of "Learning for Life".  


