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How we all enjoyed our rugby team winning the Rugby World Cup and now our 

own Miss South Africa winning the Miss Universe competition!  Besides the  

wonderful glory it has brought our country, and the uniting of a nation behind 

the Springbok team, we should be taking more away as we reflect on the 

many talents we have in South Africa and which were displayed in the RWC 

final against England.  What have we learnt? 

Siya Kolisi, the Springbok captain, grew up in a dusty, poverty-stricken area 

in Port Elizabeth and was raised by his paternal grandmother.  There were 

days when he didn’t have food. He didn’t have shoes to wear. He couldn’t 

get to school. Siya did not even have a television set when the Springboks, 

cheered on by Nelson Mandela, won their second title in 2007.  He did not 

pick up a rugby ball until he was seven. His talent in rugby was quickly       

recognized, and this gave him an opportunity to get 

a bursary to a top Port Elizabeth boys school, Grey 

High.  When Siya was 16, he realised that he may 

be able to make something from his rugby talent 

and at 18 he was offered an opportunity with the 

Stormers. We all know what he has achieved since 

then and can only admire the courage and hard 

work he has put in.  So, what is the learning?   

I am so often approached by concerned parents 

about their children’s academic progress and what 

they need to do to get them to achieve more.  The 

Montessori philosophy is a holistic form of        

education which encourages all pupils to participate in all activities the school offers.  We make sure that each child 

has a part to play in the annual school concert, athletics, Entrepreneur’s Day for primary school and Book Awards.  All 

are aimed at creating opportunities and allowing the children to give things a go and find out where they have a talent. 

All of our children are talented. They all have strengths and weaknesses, all have 

unique gifts and as parents we need to allow our children the opportunity to find 

their gifts.  Let them participate in as many activities as possible allowing their talents 

to be recognised.  We need them to pick up their own ‘rugby ball.’ 

This does not mean we ignore their weaknesses but rather to build on their 

strengths.  We may not know what Siya Kolisi’s weaknesses are but we do know of 

his strengths - and it is these strengths that have made him what he is and why we 

admire him. 

Just as our Book Awards ceremony acknowledged each child's strength and their 

progress this year, so the staff and I encourage you to find opportunities to realise 

their talents.  They all have wonderful gifts and we need to recognise and help      

develop them.         Bev Hilder  

         Principal Directress 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Dates to note 
11 December Report Cards handed out 

13 January 2020 Preschool opens 

14 January 2020 Primary Orientation Day 

New Pupils 

15 January 2020 Primary School opens  

Principal’s Address 
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Book Awards 
The Book Awards ceremony was held on Friday the 6th December 2019.  A special acknowledgement was 

made of our pre-primary, year 3 and year 7 pupils who all completed their respective Montessori phases.  

Well done to them all.  We also wish those leaving the school all the very best in their future educational  

journey. 
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The following pupils are congratulated on reaching the end of the Montessori 3 to 6, 6 to 9 and 9 to 13 phases.  

We wish them great success and happiness as they enter the next phase of their schooling. 

 
Pre-primary pupils 

Ethan Bosch                 Snenkhosi Dlamini         Paige Eichstedt      Callum Frieslaar 
Shayur Hariram                 Tristan Ioannides         Ava Jardim      Thabelo Mabaso               
Amogelang Mabona           Moeletši Machete         Tirelo Malaka                        Olivia Meyburgh                 

Victoria Meyburgh             Kgaoloyapele Molete        Ethan Mukadah                      Hope Roes Franken      

Jordan Roux       Okuhle Sithole                 Evelyn-lily Stroberg               Nhlakanipho Tshuma         
Kaleb Vallejo                     Kellen Webb 
                    

Year 3 pupils 
Kristen Absil                 Taetšo Boshielo         Cullan Dercksen          Addison Fourie 
Yusuf Gonul                 Hamaliya Govender         Liyema Jantjies       Ethan Kruger                      

Rorisang Kutwane     Rose Mabaso                   Junior Mahlangu                  Tshireletso Mmusi 
Nare Mokoena                 Gautam Nair                     Letlotlo Puso            Olivia Roth 
Amelia Smit                 Kaira Smith           Elhem Tawonezvi             AlayheTrentini            

Shylah Venter      Travis Webb  
    

Year 7 pupils 

Tristan Corrie          Keikantse Matsididi         Thapelo Motaung                  Maroulla Papapetrou 
Danté Romano                 Mikayla Smith                    Musa Tshabalala 
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Reports  

Report Cards will be handed out at the teacher’s classroom before 11:00am on Wednesday the 11th of        

December 2019.   

Holiday Care Programme  

The holiday care programme is available to our preschool parents who require care for their children during the 

school holidays from the 9th to the 13th of December 2019.  Interested parents who would like to make use of 

this service may bring their children on the day.  

Tuck Shop 

On behalf of everyone at The Cotswold we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the tuck shop moms 

and grans, most especially Theresa Jardim.  The tuck shop raised R 46 000.00 during the year, which will go   

towards the Development Fund. 

Reading  

We extend our grateful thanks from the lower primary pupils to Kerry Vorster, Nilanka Steenkamp, Jackie 

Hambakis, Taryn Alcock and Liza Nash for giving of their time to encourage our children in their reading by  

listening to them with love and acceptance on a weekly basis. We urge any parents or grandparents who would 

be willing to assist the teachers next year to let Bev know.  

Governing Body Members  

Many thanks to our Governing Body for their efforts during the year: Romano Corrie (Chairperson),            

Bev Hilder,  May Selkirk, Craig Selkirk, Barbara Merifield, Taryn Alcock, Ntombi Mabona, Amy Papapetrou,   

Cally Passmore and Kerry Vorster.   We would also like to thank Billy Hilder for the help given in improving the 

school green,  and grassed areas. 

School Fees 

January fees are due for payment on the 1st of January 2020. Aftercare will be charged in January.  A stationery 

fee of R530 will be added to the preschool fees and all pupils from pre-primary to year 7 will be charged the 

relevant  amount for workbooks on the January school fee account. 

Staff Changes 

We are very pleased to announce that our upper primary will have an additional class from 2020.  The upper 

classes will be taught by Joané Bouwer, Nicola Basson and Heidi Fataar.  Joané is a qualified teacher with       

previous teaching experience.  We would like to welcome Joané to the Primary school in 2020.  We            

congratulate Nicola on her move into the Primary school.  The preschool will be joined by a Montessori       

Directress, Shannon Westphal, and we wish her much success in this post.   

Farewell 

We would like to bid Jamie Connoway farewell as she leaves us after teaching in both the pre and primary 

school.  Her input into the  Upper Primary has been highly valued and we thank and wish her well professionally 

as she takes up a post in a four-term school.  We would also like to thank Dikeledi Shabangu for her assistance 

during the year and wish her well for the future.  

Start of the year 

The preschool will begin on Monday the 13th  of January 2020.  Class lists will be displayed at the school       

entrance and at the preschool gates and preschool pupils may be taken straight to their classrooms. 

The primary school will hold an Orientation Day on the 14th January at 08:30 for all new pupils to the 

school. School will begin on Wednesday the 15th of January 2020 for all primary pupils. Primary pupils will attend 

an assembly in the Events’ Centre at 08:00 where they will be welcomed before being assigned to their classes. 

All pupils are to wear their full summer uniform on the first day of school. This practice always applies to the 

first and last day of each term. 

Notices 
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Once again our Year 7 pupils spent the day at Sun City enjoying the lovely warm weather in the Valley of the 

Waves.  It is a real pleasure to see how wonderful our pupils get on and hope they have created bonds which 

will last a life time.  All the best to each of them as they move 

into high school. 

Year 7 Farewell 

Conquesta Assessments 
Some of our year 3s and year 6s participated in the 2019 Conquesta Assessment.  They performed very well 

when writing this year's Conquesta papers for English and Mathematics. They learnt so much from this valuable 

experience and made us very proud with their results. 
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Pre-Primary Farewell Party 

The end of a school year is an opportunity to thank our Principal  Directress, Bev Hilder, for the wonderful 

work she consistently undertakes throughout the year.  We thank our 

staff for their diligent and dedicated work in guiding and teaching our   

children during 2019.   We acknowledge all our amazing parents who give 

of their time to volunteer in many activities across the school.  It is our  

combined efforts at The Cotswold Country Montessori School which  

instil a love for learning and make memorable learning experiences for 

our children.   

“Within the child lies the fate of the future”  Maria Montessori  

Lastly, on behalf of Craig and myself, I would like to wish all our parents, 

pupils and staff a wonderful holiday and all the best  wishes over the    

festive season.  Merry Christmas to you and your family.   

     Yours for our children  

     May Selkirk         

Season Greetings  

                                    

On the 20th of November 

our pre-primary pupils 

were spoilt with a lovely 

jungle-themed party to 

celebrate their graduation 

from preschool. Water 

slides were a huge     

drawcard and they      

thoroughly enjoyed the       

delicious treats on offer. 


