
        

Welcome to a very different second term of 2020 than any of us could have imagined at the start of this year.  

It is my hope that each Cotswold family has enjoyed this special family time with one another. As much as we miss our normal 

every day lives and long to return to what we usually experience, this lockdown has given us an opportunity to take a step 

back and to find a new appreciation for what our lives 

have to offer. Hopefully when the lockdown is over, we 

will value our everyday lives and the privileges, that we 

take for granted, much more. A few weeks ago we may 

not have viewed walking around the block, popping to 

the shops or going to school as privileges but the world 

seems a very different place now.  

It is hard for children to understand why they can’t just 

go to school and spend their days in the company of 

their friends and teachers. We hope that some of the 

resources that we have sent to you have helped you to 

explain the situation to your children more clearly. We 

hope that our children have gained an understanding of 

just how momentous what is happening in our world 

really is – we are living in a situation that has never 

occurred on Earth before, we are actually living 

through a world event that will no doubt be something 

that children will learn about in history in the future. 

Our Learning from Home programme has begun in earnest and we have had positive feedback from many of our Cotswold 

families. Thank you to each and every parent who is assisting us so ably in 

carrying out this programme with their child to help us to ensure that our 

children do not fall behind. We are committed to ensuring that every one of 

our pupils is ready for their next year of learning in 2021. This is a chance for 

all of our pupils to prove to their parents just how capable and independent 

they are and we trust that they will return to school with a renewed love of 

learning. 

Our teachers have spent many hours enthusiastically and carefully preparing 

the best programme possible for our children. In doing so we have kept in 

mind the resources that our pupils have at home and also tried to make the 

programme as user-friendly as possible for children and their parents.   

Teachers are available to their pupils between 8:30 and 11:30 every day, so 

please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need any assistance or guidance – 

we miss our parents and pupils as much as they miss us. 

Although the health of everyone associated with our school is of paramount 

importance, we also hold the education of each of our children as an        

extremely high priority and know that, as usual, we can all work together to 

do the absolute best we can for these precious children.                                                      

     

           Bev Hilder  

           Principal Directress 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School  -  “LEARNING FOR LIFE” 
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Message from the Principal - COVID -19 
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 Learning from home during lockdown  
Learning from home during these times can be 

perceived as a negative and parents could easily 

be led to believe that their children's education 

is about to suffer.  This could be the case if the 

lockdown period was to extend for an          

unreasonable period of time, however experts 

have noted that school-going children are      

resilient and can adapt very quickly to changes in 

their daily lives.  While at home there are many 

benefits for the development of children.  Our 

children are suddenly exposed to and made  

reliant on technology to conduct their studies, giving them real 

life skills which will benefit them in future.  They will quickly 

learn that to do the work they will need to practice internal self 

control, implement time management and create a disciplined 

environment around them to ensure deadlines for work are 

met.  These skills will all be needed later while studying at    

university or in a work environment.  Many parents are assisting 

in teaching and these times will build long-lasting and positive 

bonding in families. Thank you to everyone for your efforts. 

The Cotswold Staff  
welcoming pupils to  

Term 2 
 



 
 

Annual School Photographs 

The school photographs which were planned during the week of 16th and 20th of March, have been postponed until a later 

date.   This will be communicated to parents in due time.    

IXL Home Learning System 

During the school lockdown period the school has opted to make use of the IXL home learning system which covers areas of 

Mathematics and English.  The system was introduced initially with the year 6’s and 7’s and will in time be rolled out to the 

other primary school levels.  The benefit of the IXL system is that it allows our school to benchmark pupil results for their 

level internationally.  

Our Staff are Incredible! 

Observing the staff’s enthusiastic response to create the Learning From Home programme has highlighted how incredible our 

staff are.  Their output of work on email and WhatsApp has been phenomenal. On behalf of  the school we would like to 

acknowledge their efforts for our children.  Thank you! 

Aftercare Fees 

During the COVID –19 lockdown, parents who normally send their children to aftercare and pay on the 11month scheme will 

not be charged for this suspended service.  The school will review this charge monthly and parents will be informed when  

aftercare and this fee will be reintroduced.   
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Notices  

Some Lockdown Family Art Projects 
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While at home our pre-schoolers are implementing practical life activities into their daily 

learning.  Parents have supported their children to carry out everyday activities like    

assisting in preparing food, helping to clean around the house, gardening and planting of 

seeds.  These tasks are life-long learning tasks which children at this age can enjoy and 

form good behaviours for future life.  It also 

teaches children to become independent, 

orderly and disciplines the mind for later 

learning activities. Parents who allow their 

children to experience the different      

activities around the house encourage   

children to show an interest in and master 

their world.  

 

Montessori in the Home  
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Our Work Areas in the Home  
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Celebrating Earth Day 

Earth dance by Mika 

Planting seeds on Earth Day 

“When children come into contact with 

nature, they reveal their strength.” 
   

  Maria Montessori 

Autumn picture/earth day  

by Corven 

 By Tineo 

Northern Lights by Lisa-Belle 


