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Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Upper Primary - “I’m still Standing” 

31 July Pyjama Day 

7 August Primary school closes  

School holidays 

14 August Preschool closes 

School holidays 

31 August Preschool reopens 

1 September  Primary school reopens 

It was with much excitement and gratitude that we reopened our school gates and 

classroom doors on 1 June 2020 after 11 weeks of lockdown due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  We have now phased in all school levels including the preschool and have 

offered 15 weeks of Learning from Home to those opting to remain at home.  Pupils 

who have returned to school are beginning to adopt to the new normal by wearing 

face masks and practising the good hygiene behaviours expected of them.  How the 

world has changed in such a short time!  

Our Upper Primary pupils celebrated their joy at being together by singing and   

dancing to Elton John’s “I’m still standing”.  The pupils and staff put together an 

inspiring video featuring them dancing and presenting their own art which included an 

uplifting message. We are so encouraged by the positive vibe that they share. As 

adults we can learn a lot from children about making the best of any situation.  With 

all the negative publicity and restrictions placed on our community we need to find 

the “up-side” during these difficult times. The youth are extremely resilient and it is 

important that they come out of this period relatively untouched—both mentally and 

physically.  Our teaching staff have been amazing at supporting our children during 

this period, not only through their educational needs but also by making school time 

a positive experience.  We will all carry with us the positives and negatives of these 

times for years to come, we will remember the Learning from Home experience, the 

challenges and stresses of returning to school, the face mask hurdle, the social     

distancing challenge, but above all, the happiness of once again being with one      

another at school, the laughs and excitement of the new normal.    
 

Our COVID-19 Season  

Baby Bunnies 

It comes for a  
moment but its  

benefits last a lifetime. 
 

Maria Montessori 
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Wearing of Face Masks  
It is interesting to note that South Africa introduced the wearing and            

enforcement of face masks, for anyone six and older, immediately after      

lockdown was lifted.  Some countries around the world are only now beginning 

to enforce the wearing of face masks at school and in public.  President Trump 

has only recently started wearing a mask and in England fines have now been 

introduced for offenders.   

At The Cotswold we continue to enforce the wearing of face masks for all staff 

and primary school pupils while at school and on arrival and departure for our 

pre-schoolers.  Primary school pupils are allowed to remove their face mask 

while on the playgrounds and during break time provided they are practising 

safe social distancing.  It is also encouraging to see how our staff and pupils are    

beginning to become used to their face masks and practising the correct habits.   

The pictures demonstrate the difference a face mask makes when used in  

combatting the spread of the virus.  This illustration definitely shows the     

benefits of face masks and why all people should wear them in public spaces to  

protect both themselves and those around them.   

Donation to SPCA 
Hello everyone,  

I wanted to say a big thank you to everyone who 

donated blankets, bedding, food etc for our SPCA 

collection. 

It is so nice to think that the animals will be fed 

and feel warm.  It has been so cold lately and the 

SPCA has a lot of lost and surrendered animals to 

take care of. 

It makes me happy and proud that we collected so 

much!  It was more than my mom’s car could  

carry! 

We will do another delivery at the end of the 

month if you still want to donate. 

THANK YOU 

Rebecca Bergh—Year 5 

                                              Winter Knitting 



August Holiday Care Programme 

Holiday care for pre-schoolers is normally offered to parents during the school holidays.  Parents wanting to send their  

children to the Holiday Care programme during the August break are requested to please inform the front office before the 

end of July so that the school may ascertain the need for this during COVID-19.  If there are not sufficient numbers attending, 

the programme may be suspended during this August break.  The holiday care programme will continue in future once the 

COVID-19 risks have been eliminated or reduced.   

Pyjama Day  

On the 31st of July our pupils and teachers will have a warm and cosy day in their pyjamas.  This has always been an highly   

anticipated day so we would like our children to have an opportunity to enjoy it.  Parents are welcome to send in a              

R5 donation towards our governing body’s fundraising efforts. 

COVID–19 Peace Pole and time capsule 

We ask pupils and parents to plan for their contributions to our COVID-19 time capsule as we would like to put up our Peace 

Pole in the 3rd term. 

Communication 13 correction to term dates 

The school apologises for the error made with the closing dates in Communication 13 which was sent out last week.  Term 2 

closing dates are as follows: 

The primary school closes on the 7th of August and the preschool closes on the 14th of August.   
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Notices  

Let’s Jet Away - 

Paper Aero-

planes 
Our preschoolers loved 

making and flying their 

paper aeroplanes last 

week.  It is amazing what 

activities can be done 

that allow our children 

to have fun while     

maintaining the social 

distancing rules. 


