
     

 

Our President declared all schools will be closed from Wednesday the 18th  

March 2020 due to COVID-19 and no one could have predicted or anticipated 

the duration of this quarantine period.  Many educational institutions began 

looking at options for learning from home, some schools opting to close shop 

until after the pandemic.  We quickly assessed that 90% of our parents had 

access to the internet and smart phone technology and thus decided to      

proceed with an online learning programme using technology which was     

already understood by our school community.  We also realised that to     

introduce new systems required staff and pupils to undergo training   

during lockdown and this could have added an unnecessary burden on 

our families during a difficult time. Our Learning From Home programme 

is now in its 12th week and we are pleased to say that all of our Primary 

and Pre-primary pupils are on the IXL math and language system and 

Google classroom is also being used for some levels in the primary 

school.  The school staff have developed and sent out hundreds of    

electronic lessons and WhatsApp videos over this period and Zoom 

meetings have been held with pre and primary pupils.  Our pupils have 

completed over 80 000 exercises on the IXL math and language         

programme and many projects and assessments have taken place during 

this time.  Our Primary school reopened on the 1st June with a phased-in 

approach as recommended by the Dept. of Basic Education.  We have    

to-date reopened for all levels and continue to offer Learning From 

Home programmes to parents who prefer to keep their children at home a 

while longer. I am extremely happy about how enthusiastically our staff have 

taken on the challenge of teaching some pupils in the class daily while still   

preparing and sending out Learning From Home programmes weekly.  This is 

demanding and we do want our parents to realise that the Learning From 

Home lessons will be phased out once the majority of children have returned 

to school.  

I am thrilled to see our pupils returning to school confidently and happily and, 

although I realise that COVID-19 has changed our lives and social behaviours, 

we can and will embrace these changes in a positive way.  Our children are 

resilient and will adapt quickly to the ‘new normal’.   

Kind regards                         Bev Hilder   

       Principal  Directress                             

The Cotswold Country Montessori School  -  “LEARNING FOR LIFE” 
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Dates to note 
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The school’s new goats, Shelley 

and Sheldon, welcomed our 

pupils back after the COVID-19 

lockdown. We have never seen 

such happy children—or well-

fed goats. Thank you to all of 

our pupils who suggested 

names for the goats, Paige 

Eichstedt in Year 1 suggested 

the delightful names that were 

adopted as they suited the pair 

so well. 

Message from the Principal - COVID-19 

29 June   2 to 4 year olds return to 

school 

2 - 7 July  Mid-term Break 
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Notices 
Face Masks 

Primary School pupils are expected to wear masks to school and to keep them on all day, unless they are eating or the social 

distancing is being strictly controlled by the vigilant teachers. Primary school pupils are also welcome to bring face shields to 

school and these may be allowed to be worn without a mask under certain circumstances, as mentioned above. 

The latest documentation from the Department of Social Development states that pupils under the age of two may not wear 

masks at all.  Children between 2 and 5 will come to school wearing masks but these will be removed and stored in the 

child’s suitcase until they go home when they will be worn again. Pupils aged 6 and over are expected to wear masks on  

arriving at school and on leaving school.  They may also wear a face mask or face shield during the day while at school.  

Please refer to Communication 11—COVID –19 Update. 

COVID –19 Peace Pole and Time capsule  

The COVID-19 lockdown will certainly be remembered by our children as a historical event during their lifetime and they 

will reflect on this time for many years to come.  With this in mind, the school will be establishing a Peace Pole on the 

school grounds and will bury a time capsule beneath the pole with contributions and memorabilia from our school children 

to acknowledge these times.  The capsule will be filled with articles, poems and photographs from our children of their  

experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic for future generations to read. This is to be a positive exercise for our children, 

allowing them to respect the loss and suffering experienced by so many around the world during this time.  The Peace Pole 

will be used by the school in future to promote peace, harmony and goodwill in our school community.  A tentative date for 

the collections will be set in term 3.  

Pre and Primary Pupils return to school 

Welcome back  

to School 



 
 

Mid-Term Break 

The school’s mid-term break will begin from 12H00 on Thursday, 2 July and we will return on Tuesday, 7 July.  Our staff have  

worked very hard over the past few months planning Learning From Home lessons, marking the work, holding Zoom meetings 

etc. and then, more recently, teaching children in class too—they are certainly looking forward to this brief rest period.  

Daily Screening Forms 

The teachers at the front gate follow a strict screening protocol when pupils are screened for entry to the school — all     

persons entering the property, including the teachers themselves, have their temperatures taken and are required to answer a 

few questions regarding their physical well-being.  We appeal to our parents to fill in the screening form sent home before 

their child starts back at school for the first time— this form will be handed to the class teacher.  Children who are not feeling 

well or show symptoms of COVID-19 are to be kept at home and tested before returning to school.  This will assist in      

minimising the transmission of the virus and other illnesses to the rest of the pupils and staff at school. Parents are encouraged 

not to enter the property unless it is absolutely essential but if they do need to do so, will be required to complete the full 

screening process and are asked to please not linger but go about their business as quickly as possible. 

Melissa Moodley Maternity 

We would like to congratulate Melissa and her husband, Aven, on the birth of their beautiful baby boy, Aryan Kheyan Naidoo 

on the 10th of June. We wish them nothing but joy and happiness as they enjoy this special time together.  

Aftercare 

Our school aftercare has resumed and all COVID-19 protocols of hand washing and social distancing are enforced.  Parents 

wanting to send their children to aftercare will need to pack a lunch and drink for them as no food preparation is being done 

at aftercare. 

Home schooling  

Some parents have requested to keep their children at home for a while longer and the school has agreed to continue with the 

Learning from Home programme to accommodate these families for an extended period.  It is important however to draw our 

parents’ attention to the Government Gazette received from the Dept. of Basic Education—Notice 343 of 2020, 

Disaster Management Act 2002, dated the 23 June 2020 which states: 

 School attendance  

 (1)  A parent of a learner who does not return to, or attend, school after the phased return to school must apply,  to 

 the Head of Department, who, in terms of section 4 of the South African Schools Act, may exempt a learner entirely, 

 partially or conditionally from compulsory school attendance, if it is in the best interests of the learner: Provided that 

 the parent makes reasonable efforts to ensure that the learner continues learning from home in line with the learning 

 materials provided by the school.                                                                                                                                                                            

 (2)  Should a parent wish to apply for a learner to receive education at the learner’s home (home education), he or 

 she must comply with the legal requirements for the provision of home education, as contemplated in section 51 of 

 the South African Schools Act. 

 Please refer to our schools Communication 10 - COVID-19 for section 51 of the South African Schools Act.  

 

Section 51 of the South African Schools Act states: 

51.  (1) A parent may apply to the Head of Department for the registration of a learner to receive education at the  

 learner's home. 

  (2) The Head of Department must register a learner as contemplated in subsection (1) if he or she is satisfied that: 

  (a) the registration is in the interests of the learner; 

  (b) the education likely to be received by the learner at home -  

   (i) will meet the minimum requirements of the curriculum at public schools; and 

   (ii) will be of a standard not inferior to the standard of education provided at public schools; and 

  (c) the parent will comply with any other reasonable conditions set by the Head of Department. 
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Notices continued 
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Learning from Home Programme 
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No extra murals are planned during this period of COVID –19.  The school will continue to review 

the programmes offered  and will introduce limited extra-murals when it is safe to do so.  

 

Term 1 

Primary School Preschool  
 

 
 

Start:  Wednesday 15 January (13) Start:  Monday 13 January (9) 

Close:  Tuesday 17 March                                               Close: Tuesday 17 March 

 
 

Term 2 

Primary School Preschool  

Start:  Tuesday 14 April                                                             Start: Tuesday 14 April 

Close:  Friday 7 August Close:  Friday 14 August 
 

 
 

Term 3 

Primary School Preschool 

Start:  Tuesday 1 September  Start:  Monday, 31 August  

Close:   Friday 4 December (9) Close: Friday 11 December  
 

 
 

New Pupil’s Orientation:  Tuesday 14th January 

 

Mid-term Break: 12h00 Thursday 27 February Return to school Tuesday 3 March 

Public Holidays: Saturday 21 March (Human Rights Day)  

   Friday 10 April (Good Friday) 

   Monday 13 April (Easter Monday) 
 

 

Mid-term break: 12H00 Thursday  2 July Return to school Tuesday 7 July 

School Holiday: Monday 15 June 

Public Holiday: Tuesday 16 June (Youth Day) 
 

 

Mid-term Break: 12h00 Thursday 15 October Return to school Tuesday 20 October 

Public Holiday: Thursday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

School Holiday: Friday 25 September 
 

Revised 2020 Calendar 


