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Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

The Cotswold Spirit during COVID-19 

28 September  Heritage Day - Dress up 

28, 29 & 30 

September  

School Annual             

Photographs 

15- 20 October  Mid Term Break - school 

closes 12h00 on Thursday  

  

  

Semester 1 of 2020 will be one for the history books. As we all know, there have 

been great changes to our much-loved way of life as COVID-19 impacted            

communities around the globe.  

Who would have predicted that our entire approach to schooling would shift this 

year and that so many of our pupils would be learning without access to their     

classrooms and materials? Nonetheless in true Montessori style, we have pulled     

together, looked out for each other and faced these unsettling circumstances as the 

strong and connected community that we are. Everyone has played their part      

spectacularly and I extend warm thanks and appreciation to our pupils, families and 

staff who have been so encouraging and supportive of each other as we responded, 

often within tight timeframes, to the unfolding pandemic and its associated impact on 

the school. Behind the scenes our staff have impressed us all very much. It has been 

inspiring to see our teachers and support staff stepping up, demonstrating creativity, 

initiative and leadership during this time. As schools across the nation grappled with 

the need for a rapid transition to remote learning models, we developed a Learning 

from Home programme to cater for all pre- and primary school children, including 

some families with limited digital resources. We were as determined, as ever, to 

achieve the best possible outcomes for pupils and parents.  

By introducing a blended approach to our Learning from Home programme of online 

math and language lessons, email-based weekly lessons, WhatsApp videos and     

communications and the Goggle classroom interface, we aimed to support our pupils 

and parents while learning from home under trying circumstances.  

I take this opportunity to thank the families of The Cotswold for their positive     

attitude and amazing efforts in the task of home schooling their children.              

Furthermore, we were so appreciative of the constant messages from families       

expressing their support and admiration of the work of the school.  

The silver lining around this health crisis has been our burgeoning sense of          

community. While we have always striven to create a community spirit at the school 

it also extends beyond the school gates, beyond normal school hours, and beyond the 

years spent at the school. The past months have really stood out as something     

special. When we need it most, it is uplifting to see our school values brought to life, 

to see a tangible sense of belonging and a feeling of being connected, being able to talk 

to each other when things get tough and my door 

remains open to parents and pupils whenever   

needed.  

To commemorate this extraordinary year we     

unveiled a Peace Pole as a mark of this year’s       

tribulations. The words inscribed on the four sides 

of the pole are in four of the most used  languages in 

our school and in Ekurhuleni - English, Afrikaans, 

isiZulu and Sesotho. The words “May Peace Prevail 

on Earth” will inspire and  remain a school value for 

the future. The pole will also be used as a meeting 

place and a pleasant environment for disputes to be 

discussed and solved out of doors and close to 

nature. 

Bev Hilder  

Principal 

Spring Day at  

The Cotswold 
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Spring Day - 1st September 

Our 3rd term commenced on 1 September - Spring Day.  

Our pupils were encouraged to dress in bright summery 

clothing. Unfortunately we had some of the lowest         

temperatures on the day that had been experienced for 

weeks.  Pupils still celebrated the arrival of spring in style 

and had a wonderful day.    

Leo’s Puppet Theatre—Preschool 
Our preschoolers thoroughly enjoyed their first show since 

lockdown with the puppets and Debbie from Leo’s puppet  

theatre on the 17th of September. Social distancing was      

practised and pupils of the appropriate age wore their masks 

and joined in enthusiastically with the singing and dancing. 

Arbour Day was also celebrated  on the 1
st September and 

the school planted a Leopard Tree in the grounds of      

Elephant cottage.  Below is Barbara’s Merifield’s class with 

the newly planted tree. 

Arbour Day - 1st September 



COVID–19 Peace Pole and time capsule 

The Peace Pole ceremony coincided with International Montessori Peace Day on the 22nd of September and pupils got 

together to sing the peace son – light a candle for peace.  We will bury time capsules filled with articles, poems, photo-

graphs, and other memorabilia from our children and families. These items reflect their experiences during COVID-19 

and the lockdown, for future generations to discover. The Peace Pole will be used by the school in future to promote 

peace, harmony and goodwill among our school community.  

School Annual Photographs 

The school’s annual photographs were originally planned to take place during March, but as a result of lockdown we were 

forced to postpone this date.  School photographs will be taken on the 28th, 29th and 30th of September.  Preschoolers will be 

photographed on the Heritage Day dress up so if you want your child to change for the photograph please send a change of 

clothing. 

Heritage Day - 28th September 

Our pupils are encouraged to dress to reflect the heritages of South Africa on the 28th of September after the Heritage Day 

long weekend. It would be lovely if each child could prepare a sentence or two to tell their classmates about their heritage. In 

the past pupils brought snacks or artifacts to share with their peers but we do not encourage this practice this year. 

School Uniforms - second hand 

There are a number of second hand school uniform items available at a price of R40 per item.  Parents interested in purchasing 

these are to please contact Tersia Smit.  

School audit by Dept. of Social Development 

The school was once again audited by representatives from the Dept. of Social Development and the Ekurhuleni Dept. of 

Health. Feedback from the Department has been favourable and we pride ourselves on the way our staff, parents and children 

have adapted to the new procedures and protocols of COVID-19. I thank everyone 

for their support 

Heritage Day—holiday 

Parents are reminded that Friday the 25th  of September, the day after Heritage Day 

will be a school holiday.  

Enrolments 2021 

The school is currently receiving enrolments for January 2021.  We ask parents to 

indicate whether their children will be attending The Cotswold in 2021.  This assists 

the school in determining the number of openings the school will have for new    

pupils.  We ask parents who have not yet responded to please do so.  

Face Masks 

What a lovely face mask Meso’s mom has made for him.  Should the school make 

similar face masks for all of our children in the school to commemorate COVID-19?  

Secretaries’ Day 

Secretaries’ Day was celebrated on the 2nd of September and we were 

very excited to celebrate this day with our school secretary - Tersia Smit.   

Tersia is the go-to person of the school who is consistently assisting    

pupils, parents and staff on a daily basis.   
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Preschool online Videos 
Our preschoolers will be very familiar with the face of Shannon Westphal 

who presented videos that were sent out during the COVID-19 lockdown 

to pre-schoolers.   Shannon has over this period recorded and sent out 

over 237 video clips to our pre-schoolers as part of their Learning from 

Home programme. This has allowed our very young pre-schoolers the 

opportunity to continue their learning during these challenging times. 

 

We would like to acknowledge all our staff for the excellent work and 

enthusiasm they expressed in developing lessons during lockdown.   

 

Pyjama Day - 31 August  


