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Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

2020 draws to a close 

9 December Collect Reports 

11 December Preschool Closes 

14 & 15 December Preschool Vacation Care 

11 January 2021 Preschool Orientation-

new pupils 

12 January 2021 Preschool Opens 

12 January 2021 Primary School           

Orientation-new pupils 

13 January 2021 Primary School Opens 

As we draw close to the end of 2020, there is hope - the World Health Organisation 

announced “there are currently nine experimental vaccines in the pipeline and the 

WHO aims to distribute two billion doses worldwide by the end of 2021.”  This is 

positive news after a difficult year and will hopefully lead us back to the life we were 

accustomed to.  

School activities have been affected by the pandemic this year and many events that 

our pupils previously enjoyed were cancelled as they were deemed unsafe to be    

conducted. Our children have demonstrated amazing resilience during this time.   

The year began with the normal school timetable where pupils attended swimming   

lessons, athletic meetings and robotics.  In March we were forced into lockdown by 

the onslaught of COVID-19.  Our children, from a secure classroom environment 

quickly transitioned to a Learning from Home programme having to cope with lessons 

conducted electronically via WhatsApp and email.  They were also exposed to a new 

routine of mask wearing, social distancing and lockdown, turning their world upside 

down.  

In June 2020 school reopened in phases and our children needed to follow procedures 

of sanitizing, temperature scanning and mask wearing, and they accepted and adapted 

to these innovative ways in such a mature way.  We can certainly learn from the    

resilience they have demonstrated during this time.   

This allowed me time to reflect on how valuable and delicate our lifestyles are and 

how we should appreciate our freedoms,      

democracy and the “taken for granted” precious 

way of life we enjoyed on a daily bases. Maria 

Montessori lived between 1870 and 1952 and 

taught young children during the Great         

Depression, Spanish Flu and two world wars and 

she consistently advocated helping and          

supporting children during difficult times.      

Although our children are resilient, their       

experiences and  emotions during COVID-19 

have impacted on their emotional development 

and we pray that we have supported them    

adequately.  We celebrated our individual  pupils’ 

successes during our Achievement Assemblies 

and enjoyed seeing our parents sharing their 

children’s acknowledgements during the function.  

It is with the compassion of Maria Montessori that we enter the festive season and I 

urge our school community to carry with them this goodwill, of giving, sharing, and 

supporting  all of our children and those in need who have endured so much during 

these unprecedented times.   

On behalf of the staff, I would like to wish our families all the best for a wonderful 

festive season.  If you are driving anywhere please drive safely and enjoy your special 

family time. To those families who are moving to new schools we wish you all the best 

for the future education of your children, especially our Year 7’s.   

We look forward to all our families returning refreshed in 2021.  

 

 

2020 Book 

Awards 
Bev Hilder 

Principal Directress 
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Congratulations to our Pre-primary, Year 3 and Year 7 pupils 
The following pupils are congratulated on reaching the end of the Montessori 3 to 6, 6 to 9 and 9 to 13 phases.  

We wish them great success and happiness as they enter the next phase of their schooling. 

 

Pre-primary pupils 

Jaytem Collins                   Harper Coetzee                Kiarra De Nil                  Madison Frisby   

Taha Gonul      Ava Groenewald                Alexia Ioannides                   Jenah Joubert                      

Kabelo Kgaabi                   Kgatoentle Komape           Luniko Mtikitiki                    Tariro Mutseka 
Mihir Nair                         Luyolo Roboshi                 Ella Solomons                       Jazmyn Steven 

Eleora Tawonezvi              Daniel Voges 

                      

Year 3 pupils 

Quaide Alcock                  Khyler Behrens                  Keagan Brooklyn                  Oakley Brooklyn                   
Sadie Chetty                     Whitecloud Davies            Corven Holgreaves               Lisa-Belle Kotzé  

Rhyder Le Roux                Ziggy Mngoma                   Thembelisha Mngomezulu     Khathu Mphoshomadi 

Thineo Mthembu              Tinashe Mutseka                 John Nash                           Luca Pringle 

Rafael Româo                    Austin Sachs                      Koketso Seko                      Charné Swart 

Tawana Tembo                 Madison Young 
                       

Year 7 pupils 

Aedin Bayer      Ivan Kotzé                        Qhawe Kunene                     Nyakallo Letuka 

Omphile Morare               Colby Moses                     Amandla Mqala                     Keitumetse Sehole 
Mika Thirion                     Kayla Vilane 

Year 7 Farewell Function—the pupils feedback 
Although we had to choose a different venue than usual for our farewell outing because of Covid restrictions, Omphile said 

he had so much fun and the Barnyard show was amazing. Mika said that everyone spent a lot of time planning their ‘Strictly 

Number 1” outfits and in her humble opinion, everyone 

looked awesome. Amandla enjoyed spending time with 

her friends outside of school and really loved seeing such 

talent live for the first time. Qhawe said he used so much 

energy, dancing during the show, that he had to sleep late 

the next day. Kayla was so grateful that the teachers went 

to such a lot of trouble to find something so special for 

the Year 7’s to do together in this unique year. 



Holiday Care Programme  

The holiday care programme will be available to our preschool parents who require care for their children during the school 

holidays on the 14th  and 15th of December 2020.  Interested parents who would like to make use of this service may contact 

the office for further details.  

Tuck Shop Thank You 

On behalf of everyone at The Cotswold we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the tuck shop moms and, most   

especially Theresa Jardim, for their support in running the tuck shop whenever it was safe to do so.  

Reading  

We extend our grateful thanks from the lower primary pupils to Taryn Alcock, Victoria Machete, Liza Nash, Jacky Hambakis 

and Nilanka Steenkamp, for giving of their time to encourage our children in their reading by listening to them with love and   

acceptance on a weekly basis. We urge any parents or grandparents who would be willing to assist the teachers next year to 

let Bev know.  

Governing Body Members  

Many thanks to our Governing Body for their efforts during the year: Taryn Alcock (Chairperson),  May Selkirk, Bev Hilder, 

Craig Selkirk, Barbara Merifield, Ntombi Mabona, Mandy Raman, Kriya Hariram and Alicia Paul. 

School Fees 

We would like to remind all of our parents that any outstanding fees for the 2020 school year are now overdue. It would be 

much appreciated if overdue amounts could be settled. January fees are due for payment on the 1st of January 2021. Aftercare 

will be charged at the end of January. The stationery fee will be added to all pre-schoolers’ fees and pupils’ from pre-primary to 

year 7 will be charged the relevant amount for workbooks on the January school fee account. 

Start of the year 

Preschool 

An orientation session for new pupils will be held from 08:30 to 09:30 on Monday, 11th of January.  

The preschool will begin on Tuesday the 12th of January 2021.  Class lists will be displayed at the school entrance and at the 

preschool gates and preschool pupils may be taken straight to their classrooms. 

Primary School 

New pupils and their parents are to attend an orientation session between 08:30 and 09:30 on Tuesday 12th of January.  

The primary school will begin on Wednesday the 13th of January 2021. Pupils will attend an assembly in the Events’ Centre at 

08:00 where they will be welcomed before being assigned to their classes. Suitcases may be left on the lawn outside where 

rows will be designated for the various phases.  All pupils are to wear their full summer uniform on the first day of school. The 

full uniform rule always applies to the first and last day of each term. 

Sarah Mac Carron - Maternity 

Sarah welcomed Aidan into this world on the 3rd of November 2020.  We would like congratulate Brendan and Sarah on the 

birth of their child and wish them all the very best.  

School Maintenance  

The school recently replaced the paving outside of Thatchers classroom in the preschool 

area.  This classroom was the first classroom to be built in 1994 and the outside tiling needed 

to be replaced.  We are very pleased with the result and hope the children will enjoy the 

improvements.  

We are also pleased to have experienced the rain for our grass and gardens to flourish.  The 

school green is looking lovely and the December break will allow the areas where the grass 

has been struggling to strengthen for 2021. 

Charity 

This year we supported the SPCA with a collection of food and blankets during winter. This 

term we thank parents for their generous donations for Project Feed the Children which 

runs a nursery school  in Cloverdene - Chief Lethuli Township. This will enable the school to give 

the children a welcome treat at their preschool graduation. 
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Pre-Primary Farewell Party 

There was much excitement leading up to the pre-primary 

party. The children had a fantastic time and some children  

faced their fear of riding a pony. The children loved riding 

the two friendly ponies, Gogo and Diego. There was sand 

art, pony rides and party games on our beautiful school 

grounds. The party was a great success.  

Seasonal Greetings   

This is a timely opportunity to thank Bev Hilder, our Principal  Directress, for the wonderful work she consistently does 

throughout the year, and the staff for their diligent and dedicated work in guiding and teaching our children during this    

challenging year of COVID-19 and the Learning from Home programme.  We are so grateful and thankful for the wonderful 

staff working at the school. 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School strives to offer our children a beautiful and peaceful environment where they can  

receive a holistic education and build their independence.  Thank you to the children for all their efforts and dedication, and 

to The Cotswold families for their ongoing support during an unprecedented year.   

On behalf of Craig and myself, I would like to wish all our parents, pupils and staff a wonderful holiday 

and all the best over the festive season. 

May Selkirk 
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Achievement Assembly  

Taryn Alcock 

This year our Achievement Assemblies and Book Awards followed a slightly different format in order to minimize the risk of 

transmitting COVID-19.  The ceremony for each class was held separately at the outdoor stage area.  Protocols applied to all 

people with only 2 visitors per child attending in order to ensure social distancing was practiced.   

Message from the Governing Body Chairperson 

“The flower that blooms in adversity is the rarest and most beautiful of all” – Walt Disney 

And there are many rare and beautiful flowers that have bloomed in this world this year. This monumental moment in     

history has taught us all so much – patience, bravery, sacrifice. But the most important of all is love for our precious families 

and friends and being present in each beautiful moment that we are blessed with each day. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the teachers of The Cotswold. Your patience, care and love for our     

children have pulled us through many a challenging day of homeschooling. You are superheroes 

in our eyes, and we will forever be grateful! Cotswold Montessori has set itself apart with how it 

handled this pandemic with regards to our children and their education. The teachers went 

above and beyond the call of duty to comfort our children and to continue their learning with as 

little disruption as possible. You can hold your heads up high and be proud to belong to such a 

beautiful school where love for children and learning is  always placed first.  

Craig, May and Bev, we thank you for your guidance, behind the scenes organization and        

late-night meetings to keep our school open and allowing our children a little bit of ‘normality’ in 

an otherwise crazy world. 

I look forward to next year with hope, excitement and comfort knowing that our children are in 

the best hands possible with their education.  

May each and every one of The Cotswold Family have a well-deserved break, safe travels and the 

opportunity to make new and beautiful memories with loved ones. 

“When it rains look for rainbows, when it’s dark look for stars” – Oscar Wilde 
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Achievement Assembly and Book Awards 
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Preschool Class Photographs 

The Cotswold 

School Staff  
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Primary School Class Photographs 

“Within the child lies the fate of 

the future.”                     

  Maria Montessori 


