
I am thrilled to see so many new and returning faces  - pupils and teachers 

alike – filling the environments with energy and happiness.  Each school year I 
watch enthusiastic preschoolers arrive at school jumping out of their parents’ 

cars and skipping all the way with their parent to their  classrooms.  Parents 

are assured that it is also normal to see a few children tearful as they begin to 

experience time away from their moms and dads, especially after lockdown 
last year.  As preschoolers’ confidence develops and new routines are       

established they soon happily separate from parents in the mornings. 
 

2021 started with the unforeseen closure of all primary and high schools by 

the Deputy Minister of the Department of Basic Education due the spike in 
COVID-19 cases experienced in Gauteng.  Our primary school  re-opened 

for our pupils on the 1st February while our preschoolers had started back 

on the 25th January 2021.  
 

As the school year starts I am so pleased with how beautiful the school 
grounds are looking after the much needed rain that we  experienced in    

January and the hard work of  our ground staff. 

We thank parents for their understanding with regard to the Covid-19       

protocols, most especially with not coming into the school grounds unless it is 

absolutely necessary.  Our members of staff are working very hard to prepare 

both an online and a face-to-face learning programme and we thank parents 
for their support and for working with their children at home. Please          

remember that teachers are available to be contacted in the early afternoons 

after school finishes if your child needs assistance with the work. Teachers 

send work via email (preschool) or upload it onto the Google Classrooms 

(primary school). Feedback will be sent when work is returned completed to 
the teachers. 
  

External extra mural activities like Soccer Stars and Tennis have commenced. 

These service providers follow the Covid-19 protocols as laid out in their      

communication with parents.  Athletics South Africa has cancelled all athletics 
meetings for 2021 but we have been informed that eisteddfod items will be 

participated in online.                                                                                

Let us hope that the school can now 

settle into its normal routines.  
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15 February Valentines Celebration 

Primary School 

25 February  -   

2   March 

Mid Term Break 

17 March Entrepreneur's Day -  

Year 6 and 7 Wattle 

House 

14 April Term 1 Primary School 

ends -  (close at 11H00) 

16 April  Term 1 Preschool ends -

(close at 11H00) 

3   May  Preschool Starts 

5   May  Primary School Starts 

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Welcome to 2021  

Principal Directress    Bev Hilder 

Our beautiful 

and           

welcoming  

School 

Grounds 
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2021 Year 7 pupils 

Our 2021 Year 7 pupils were excited to start the 

year off by mentoring the new pupils and are 

looking forward to an exciting year. 

They are:       Dhishan Anammalay 

          Caelum Stroberg 

          Aaron Roberts 

          Michael Koen 

          Matteo Trentini 

           Mzamani Mabaso 

          Liseni Mqala 

  

2021 Year 1 pupils 

2021 Pre-Primary 

Our Year 1 pupils have settled into primary 

school with great excitement and confidence: 

Back row: Tariro Mutseka; Jenah Joubert; 

Ava Groenewald; Harper Coetzee; Ella      

Solomons; Alexia Ioannides; Tshegofatso 

Mashabane; Kabelo Kgaabi, Jazmyn Steven                    

Front row: Enhle Bambo; Madison Frisby; 

Paige Eichstedt; Kiarra de Nil; Kgatoentle   

Komape; Luniko Mtikitiki; Tuana Zeynalli;  

Luyolo Roboshi, Eleora Tawonezvi 

Our pre-primary pupils 

have hit the ground running 

in this important year in 

their education. They are so 

enthusiastic and joyful at 

school and make every day 

special for their teachers.  
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Daily Screening Forms — COVID-19    

The teachers at the front gate follow a strict screening protocol when pupils are screened for entry to the school — all 

persons entering the property, including the teachers themselves, have their temperatures taken and are required to     

answer a few questions regarding their physical well-being.  Children who have been in close contact with a person who 

has tested Covid positive, are not feeling well or who show symptoms of COVID-19 should be kept at home for ten days.  

This will assist in minimising the transmission of the virus and other illnesses to the rest of the pupils and staff at school. 

Parents are encouraged not to enter the property unless it is absolutely essential but if they do need to do so, will be    

required to complete the full screening process, including the screening form, and are asked not to linger.  

Learning from Home programme 

Some parents have requested to keep their children at home for a while longer and the school has agreed to continue with 

the Learning from Home programme to accommodate these families for an extended period — we are please that 97% of 

our preschoolers and 94% of our primary school children have returned to school and are enjoying the benefits of face-to-

face learning.  If at home, please assist your child to keep up to date with their work to enable them to have a smooth  

transition on their return to school.  Parents will be informed timeously of when the programme will be phased out.  

Where all pupils in a grade or level have returned to school, the programme will cease to be offered. 

Email Addresses and Emergency Information 

The school will continue to send monthly statements and other newsworthy items via the emailing system.  We would like 

to remind our parents to update email addresses that change at the school office or via the school phone.  Emergency   

information forms have been sent home to parents for completion. This information will be required by the school as soon 

as possible so that emergency contact information can be updated.  If your child has a chronic condition or allergy that  

requires medication please hand the medication to the teacher with written instructions on how to administer it. 

Facebook 

At times we take photos of children which are posted on our website or Facebook page. If you would prefer for your 

child’s photograph not to be included please let the teacher know. 

Aftercare 

Parents have 15 minutes to fetch children after their school closing times, thereafter pupils will go to aftercare and parents 

will need to sign them out.  This additional service will be charged for as per the school’s fee structure on  individual     

accounts.  

School Security 

The main school gate code is changed on a regular basis and parents are notified in advance of these changes.  We appeal 

to parents not to give out the security code to third parties in the interests of our school safety. 

Reminder of School Hours :  

Please note that primary school teachers arrive at school at 7:30am so children who are dropped off earlier than that are 

not under any adult supervision and they are expected to sit calmly outside their classes until their teacher arrives.  There 

is a charge for preschool children who arrive between 7:15 until 07:30 (early  morning class).   Please make every effort to 

have your child at school on time.  It is unsettling for your child and the rest of the class if he or she arrives at school late.  

Preschool children (3- to 5-year olds) begin their day at 08:30, pre-primary and lower primary begin at 08:00 and upper 

primary at 07:45. 

School Governing Body 2021: 

The following parents and staff are appointed as representatives of the school Governing Body for 2021,  Taryn Alcock 

(Chair),  Bev Hilder, May and Craig Selkirk, Ntombi Mabona, Barbara Merifield, and Mandy Raman.  We thank these      

parents for being willing to stand in these positions.  Parents willing to stand on the school governing body are requested to 

inform Bev Hilder of their interest. 

School Fee Payments 

Parents are reminded to please ensure their school fees are paid into the correct school account numbers and referenced 

with the family surname or their account number.  Fees are to be paid into the primary school account for families with 

children in both the primary and preschool.  If your child has moved into the primary school from the preschool please 

check the banking details on your account.  

Tuck shop :  

The school has decided to move to an order form where parents can order and pay for their children’s tuck up front. This 

will allow tuck staff to prepare individual packs in advance and there will be less handing of money and food thus preventing 

unnecessary physical contact.  This procedure has been introduced to minimise the COVID–19 spread and will be reviewed 

regularly. 

 

 

Notices  
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School staff          

underwent fire 

fighting and first aid 

training in          

preparation for 

school reopening. 

Staff Training 

 

New born -  We would like to 

congratulate Christine van Staden 

on the birth of her baby boy 

Caleb on 28 January 2021.  We 

wish the family all the health and    

happiness. 

 

Appointments - we welcome 

Crystal Alexander to the        

preschool and wish her all the 

very best in her new position.  

Jessica Mac Cormack joins the 

preschool in a temporary position 

as a class assistant and we trust 

she will enjoy her time with us.  

 

 

The Cotswold School raised R 5 862.30 during the 2020 school year by participating in 

the My School project.  This money has been allocated to upgrading classroom       

equipment in the 2021 school year.  

Staff Acknowledgements 


