
Montessori education has stood the test of time with more than 100 years of success in  

diverse cultural and socioeconomic contexts across the world. Its success endures because it 

is scientifically based on how children learn experientially. Everything about Montessori is 

focused on teaching children to develop 

the knowledge and skills they need to achieve 

their potential. Offering this quality education to 

our local community is highly valued at The 

Cotswold. 

Dr Maria Montessori, became one of the first 

Italian women to graduate as a Doctor of    

Medicine in 1896 and in the same year she was 

chosen to represent the women of Italy at a 

congress in Berlin to champion the cause of the 

working woman.  Again in 1900 she attended a 

congress in London opposing the practice of 

employing child labour in the mines of Sicily and 

became directly involved in the fight against the use  

of child labour.   

Maria Montessori began her career in a psychiatric clinic in Rome. Maria would work from 

8am to 7pm daily with the children and then at night she would make notes, analyse, reflect 

and prepare teaching materials to assist the children in their learning. She very soon realised 

that her true calling was education, resigned from her position as a medical doctor and 

moved towards the education of children from various economic backgrounds and abilities.   

Maria Montessori’s work in education became renowned worldwide and her philosophy of 

education is used today in over 22 000 schools around the world and has a longer track 

record of success than any other educational approach in the world. She believed in offering 

an education to young children from all walks of life - a holistic education which is affordable 

to all, with educational equipment to assist with the learning of concepts in the concrete 

and later in the abstract.  Maria’s goals were to ensure a quality education was offered to 

children.  Our school offers an adult to child ratio of 1 to 12,  or 1 to 18 in older groups, 

where children can work and progress at their own pace.  

It is Maria’s goals that we at The Cotswold strive to achieve, consistently 

working towards a peaceful and happy environment for our children to learn 

in, offering quality Montessori equipment, ensuring that our school fees    

remain affordable whilst attracting and retaining qualified educators with  

Montessori training and experience.   

The smaller class numbers and separated learning environments have aligned 

with the requirements of the COVID 19 pandemic as we maintain a natural 

social distancing amongst pupils in classes that have been spaciously built 

across the grounds.  

The school Governing Body recently approved the July 2021 school fee    

increase and we are very pleased that even with the fee increase, we continue 

to offer an excellent and international Montessori curriculum with a very 

beneficial adult to pupil ratio at a cost effective rate compared to other    

independent schools in the Benoni, Boksburg and Kempton Park areas.  We 

acknowledge our staff and families for making this possible.                

    Yours for our children,  

              May Selkirk    

                      Managing Member 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School  -  “LEARNING FOR LIFE” 
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10 - 28 May Pre-primary  

Assessments 

2  June  Entrepreneurs’ Day -

Owl’s Nest and Gate 

House 

3 June Raffle launch 

7 June Science Show - pre and 

primary school 

11 June  Silly dress up day 

11-21 June Mid-term break 

21 June Preschool Petting Zoo 

30 June Preschool Report cards 

issued 

7 July Preschool parent-teacher 

conferences 

5 - 9 July School photographs 

End July - 

September 

Benoni Eisteddfod  - 

online 

5 August  Cycle for Peace 

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

In keeping with Maria Montessori’s philosophy 

Maria Montessori observing a 

class 

Dr Maria Montessori 
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Holiday Maintenance 

SISA Chess  
Six of our Year 7 boys represented The Cotswold at the recent chess tournament held on Friday the 7th of May at Ashton 

College.  Once again our team made us very proud, not only with their skills, but also with their manners and friendliness. 

During the school holidays several maintenance projects and upgrades to the school facilities were undertaken. A new    

pedestrian pathway was paved at the double entry gate.  The outside play equipment, jungle gyms and gates were repainted 

or treated. Some classroom areas were repainted.  Casa de Bambini’s entrance steps were replaced with new brick pavers 

making this safer for the children. 

Staff Training 
Jane Engels is currently 

attending further       

Montessori training and 

attending “Teaching  

Reading and Writing the 

Montessori Way” which is 

conducted by a well-   

respected South African 

Montessorian, Sharon 

Caldwell.  Jane is sharing 

many of the new skills and 

ideas with our school 

staff.  
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Second Term Shows 

On the 7th June our pre– and primary school pupils will be treated to an exciting and educational Science show. Our preschool 

pupils are also waiting in anticipation for a visit from the Wild and Earthly Petting Zoo.   

Raffle 

On the 3rd June we will launch our raffle which is intended to raise funds for the construction of our kitchen at the school Events 

Centre. This kitchen will be used as the tuckshop and will make the hosting of events a more pleasant experience. Tickets will be 

sold for R10 each and we plan to accumulate some wonderful prizes. Any parents who are able to donate any prizes    towards 

the raffle are asked to please send these along to school, or contact the office to arrange these donations. We look   forward to 

another successful fundraiser supported by our Cotswold families. The kitchen is going to be a super addition to our school 

Events’ Centre and all of our pupils and families will get to enjoy it.  

Pre-primary Assessments  

Between the 10th and 28th of May our pre-primary pupils will be assessed as to their school readiness. This means that there is still 

plenty of time for us to work together to ensure that they are ready for primary school in 2022. All parents of pre-primary pupils 

received a list of skills that they can encourage their child to learn at home – these include learning their own address and  

telephone numbers, writing their own name and various physical skills such as riding a bicycle, swimming, eating with a knife and 

fork among others.  

Entrepreneurs' Day:                                                                                                                                                        

We would like to give the pupils of Gate House and Owl’s Nest the opportunity to have the wonderful experience of hosting an 

entrepreneurs’ day despite the recent developments which have taken place as a result of the third wave rapidly approaching. In 

order to ensure that social distancing is maintained we will not be including the preschool classes in the entrepreneurs’ day. This 

will mean that one primary school class will be able to purchase from the stalls, which will be well spread out over the big field, 

outside stage area and the forest. We remind parents that pupils should make sanitiser available at their stalls and encourage their 

children to follow the normal procedures followed by shopkeepers. One Year 1 and 2 parent per child may attend the           

entrepreneurs’ day to assist their child where necessary. The parents should complete the form available at the entrance and have 

their temperature taken upon entry.                                                                                                                                           

Congratulations                                                                                                                                                              

We would like to congratulate Nicola and Lothian Basson who welcomed a beautiful baby boy, Logan Daniel Basson, into their 

lives on the 27th of April. We wish them all the very best for this special time.                                                                     

Thanks                                                                                                                                                                         

- We would like to thank the Raman family from Spices 4 Africa for the gift of an immunity boosting spice pack given to   

every member of staff in acknowledgement of their efforts during the pandemic.                                                                

- We are thankful to once again have Nanila Luz back at our school as she acts as the relief teacher whilst Nicola Basson is on 

maternity leave. 

 

 

                                                           

 

Notices  

Primary Winter 

School Uniform 

Primary school pupils are    

expected to wear their school 

uniform to school on Mondays 

and Fridays. The winter uniform 

is to be worn from1 June and 

parents are to please ensure 

children are neatly dressed on 

these days.  Jackets may be 

worn over or in place of the 

navy blue jersey and the school 

tracksuit can be worn on 

Wednesdays for sports day. 
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Slipper Day 

The Reach For A Dream Foundation, a charity that gives hope to 

children battling life-threatening illnesses, held their Slipper Day 

on the 7th May to raise money for this worthy cause.   

All of these children have a dream and with the help of the South 

African public this worthwhile initiative makes their dreams come 

true.   

Our school participated in this charitable initiative and our pupils 

attended school on Friday the 7th of May wearing their slippers.  

SISA - Netball 
There were mixed feeling when the girls arrived at Ashton College for their netball tournament but great excitement was the 

order of the day.  It seems the highlight of the day was the snacks eaten between games. Nhlakanipho Tshuma said the    

highlight for her was scoring two goals for the Year 2 team in her first official match ever. Ella Solomons who was part of the 

year 1 team enjoyed being her team’s centre because she could run all over the court. Overall the day was a great success 

and we are very pleased that our girls had this experience before contact sport was suspended. 
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SISA - Soccer 

Preschool Vacation Care 

Vacation Care is offered to         

preschool parents during the school  

holidays.  

During the April break we were 

blessed with many wonderful warm 

days and our children thoroughly 

enjoyed spending time outdoors.  

Our lower primary boys thoroughly enjoyed 

participating in the mini-soccer tournament 

held at Ashton International College on the 

14th of May. These boys played so well as a 

team and showed good sportsmanship.  

 

What a pity the impending third wave has 

ended their season prematurely.  

 

Well done, boys, on making us proud.  
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Bicycle week is one of the most highly anticipated activities for our            

preschoolers.  This year it was held from the 10th to the 14th of May and the 

pre-schoolers were able to bring their bicycles to school and enjoyed riding 

them, along with their friends, in various areas of the school. The children  

especially enjoyed riding their bicycles in the car park down the slope and over 

the speedbump.  

Throughout the week the children became more comfortable and confident on 

their bicycles and showed   

wonderful support for one   

another. This activity highlighted 

the importance of regular     

cycling for children. The health 

benefits of cycling regularly   

include improved posture and 

coordination, increased         

cardiovascular fitness, and    

increased muscle strength and 

flexibility. Partaking in such      

outdoor activities is very       

valuable for our children’s    

development.  

Preschool - Bicycle Week 

Extra Murals—Term 2 
The School extra murals for Term 2 have been amended as a result of the Department of Basic Education suspending all 

contact sports with immediate effect. We will offer our children the following activities during this Term and will continue to 

monitor and review our extra mural programme based on the guidelines set by the Department.  


