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The Cotswold News
The Cotswold Country Montessori School
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North
Tel: 079 366 7772
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za

Preparing our Pre-primary for the Primary School
We at The Cotswold Montessori take great care in preparing our children for primary
school in the following ways:

Dates to note
7 July
TBA
28 July

We offer a Montessori curriculum and philosophy that allows the children to develop
Preschool parent-teacher critical thinking skills and independence. We see this when they choose work off the
shelves and progress at their own pace according to their abilities. We work on
conferences
developing their fine motor skills in order for the children to use the correct pencil
School photographs
grip to improve their writing and cutting skills. This fine motor control is taught from
the time our preschoolers join us and start to work with the practical life exercises.
Entrepreneurs’ Day
Year 4 and 5
We teach them letter and number

End July September

Benoni Eisteddfod online

5 August

Cycle for Peace

6 August

Raffle Draw

6 August

Primary School closes

13 August

Preschool closes

6 September

Preschool opens

7 September

Primary School opens

formation. They are able to
recognize the letters of the alphabet
and are introduced to the
Montessori reading curriculum
using the pink, blue and green series
as well as sight words. All of our
preschool classrooms are rich in
Language to encourage our pupils
to love reading. During the week
our preschool classes are exposed
to new and exciting information
about the weekly cultural theme.
This helps to broaden their
vocabulary and increase their
general knowledge. The discussions
held in class bring them out of their
shell and improve their confidence
Recognition of numbers, working
with the Golden Bead Material and
the introduction to addition group
operations using the Montessori
equipment is focused on during the
preschool years. The equipment will
then follow the child through into Primary School. Our pupils have a positive attitude
towards Mathematics as working with the concrete equipment in the Montessori
Preschool classroom makes Mathematics seem less intimidating and easier to
understand.
Working at a desk, listening, following instructions, knowing left from right and
perceptual skills are assessed and encouraged by working in the Bridging with the Smile
books.
Our Pre-primary are also given responsibility; they are encouraged to look after their
own belongings, help or teach the younger children and are given reading to do at home
once they know their letters and are able to blend them into words. Their confidence is
boosted and developed by encouraging them to participate in the Eisteddfod and our
annual school concert. We also encourage our children to communicate by relaying
messages and using their problem solving skills in relevant situations. This enhances as
their independence and develops their own will.

Silly Dress Up Day

Our school readiness assessment is done in April/May, which gives us time to remediate
areas of concern. In this way The Cotswold Montessori staff assess our pupils to ensure
they are well prepared for primary school.
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Mini Science Lab Incursion
The Mini-Science Lab was thoroughly enjoyed by both our preschoolers and our primary school children. The whole
show was great fun. The hall was filled with loud cheers and laughter as the experiments took place. Each experiment
was introduced with an interesting fact for the preschoolers and scientific information for the primary school children.
The children were pleasantly surprised with the wide variety of experiments which illustrated the effects of gravity, the
effects of mixing various chemicals and the effects of air pressure, to name but a few.

Silly Dress Up Day
Our pupils enjoyed dressing up with the
most amazing creativity on silly dress-up
day. The confidence with which they
wore their silly outfits was a treat to see.
This type of activity takes the children’s
minds off the reality of living day to day
through a pandemic; one could see that
the children, from two-year olds to Year
7’s, were relaxed and happy throughout
the day.
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Notices
COVID-19 Lockdown Letter Communication 11 - 2021
Please refer to Communication 11 that was sent out to all parents on 29 June for details regarding the Primary School lockdown.
The Minister of Basic Education, Angie Motshekga announced on Monday the 28th June that schools will once again go into
lockdown from Wednesday the 30 June 2021 due to a spike in COVID-19 cases. All schools are required by law to comply with
this instruction and go into lockdown. This announcement does not affect preschools or Early Childcare Centres and only applies
to primary and high schools. As a result, The Cotswold Montessori Primary School will close for pupils at 1.30pm on the 30 June
and remain in lockdown until Monday the 19 July 2021 when our primary school pupils will return to the classrooms. Please note
that this could be an ever-changing situation and the school management will communicate with parents during lockdown and
provide updates as and when we receive them. Parents of children in the preschool are to note that this lockdown does not apply to the preschool and we will continue to operate the preschool as normal.
COVID-19 Isolation Procedures
As the colder winter months have increased the cases of COVID-19, we remind our parents to please keep children at home if
they are not feeling well or show signs of COVID-19. The school continues to practice and enforce COVID-19 procedures
during the day with children wearing masks, social distancing, disinfecting classrooms regularly, well ventilated classrooms and
good hygiene practices. Our children are allowed to remove their face masks when playing outside, eating and drinking and while
doing physical extra mural activities. Physical non-contact activities are still allowed to be performed and we continue to
encourage our pupils to participate in these activities.
The school procedure/guideline, used by school management, for when staff or pupils should self-isolate and for how long is
illustrated below and is in line with best practice.

Raffle
On the 3rd June we launched our raffle which is intended to raise funds for the construction of our kitchen at the school Events’
Centre. This kitchen will be used as the tuckshop and will make the hosting of events a more pleasant experience. Tickets will be
sold for R10 each and we plan to accumulate some wonderful prizes. Any parents who are able to donate any prizes towards the
raffle are asked to please send these along to school, or contact the office to arrange these donations. We look forward to
another successful fundraiser supported by our Cotswold families. The kitchen is going to be a super addition to our school
Events’ Centre and all of our pupils and families will get to enjoy it. The handing out of collectable erasers, that were donated by
one of our parents, really served to excite our pupils and raffle forms were returned quickly. We encourage families to carry on
bringing the lists and money back and to maintain the enthusiasm that they started with – there are still collectable erasers up for
grabs. There are some lovely prizes to be won and, of course, getting closer to our goal of building the Events’ Centre kitchen.
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Notices continued
Implementation of POPI Act of 2013
The school is in the process of implementing the
Protection of Personal Information Act by
the 1st July 2021. A communication will be sent
to all our parents outlining the responsibilities the
school will take to ensure personal information
pertaining to the parents and children is correctly
handled, stored, controlled and kept confidential.
Parents having any queries in this regards are to
please contact Bev Hilder for further information.
Sporting Activities
During the COVID-19 pandemic many school
extra murals and sports have been cancelled.
We understand that these physical activities are
important for many young children helping to
keep them positive and confident during these
times.
In the meantime Benoni Northerns Junior
Athletics Club has sent out posters to schools
encouraging pupils to attend their training
programme. Interested parents and children may
want to join the club for extra athletic training.
Please refer to the poster alongside.

Petting Zoo
The preschool children absolutely loved it when the mobile petting zoo visited the school. They were given the
opportunity to feed and interact with different farm animals, including Oliver the cow, Sean the sheep and Nelly the
goat. For some children this was an opportunity to step out of their comfort zone and hand-feed animals that they had
never been close to before. All of the incursions that we offer to our preschoolers benefit them in so many ways and
teach them so much about the world around them. Giving children experiences like this is becoming increasingly
difficult for parents as our movements are restricted during the pandemic so the school is happy to offer these
opportunities to our children in the safety of the school environment.

