
It is such a pleasure to see the re-introduction of school events by the Minister of 

Basic Education.  Our Country Walk and Spring Dance demonstrated an enthusiasm 

to once again enjoy these events. Many of our children may have experienced some 

anxiety during the changed learning conditions of the past two years and possibly   

expressed this by -   crying, throwing tantrums, withdrawing, mischievous              

behaviour-behaviours which we would normally consider negative.  

We begin to teach our children from the time they enter The Cotswold that there is 

freedom with responsibility.  The goal is for each child to achieve their own positive 

set of behaviours and self-discipline. The development of a child’s behaviour is a     

developmental process which they will not get right all or even most, of the time.  

When children act out, misbehave, or have a melt-down, the adult needs to be friendly 

with error and create opportunities for the child to self-correct.  We need to think on 

our feet to support the child’s self-esteem, show care, guide, explain, offer appropriate 

choices and remain consistent.  This guidance takes into account the child’s age, ability 

and understanding, so in a family this may be expressed in different ways for different 

siblings. 

Alicia Eaton in her article Ten Top Tips for Positive Language makes suggestions: 

Say what you do want, rather than use negative talk.  This is more likely to get 

the result you want and evoke a positive image in the child’s mind. ‘‘Let’s finish eating 

and see if we can get to school early’ can replace ‘Hurry up or we’ll be late’. 

Create a choice that pre-supposes agreement.  ‘Do you want to pack your 

schoolbag before or after a play?’ ‘Do you want to make your bed before or after 

breakfast?’ Teenagers may need a reminder, ‘Remember to pack your kit bag ready for 

the morning”. 

Talking gently implies that something will be done.  ‘When you have put on 

your clothes, we’ll have breakfast.’ 

Start your sentences with phrases like ‘pause’ or ‘think about it’. This sends a  

powerful suggestion to your child to do that.  ‘Pause. What would the best option be?’ 

‘Think about it.  Won’t it be great to go to school knowing you are early?’ 

Say ‘thank you’ as you make a request.  Next time you ask them to help tidy up, 

quickly follow it up with a ‘thank you, that really helps.’ 

Give a reason.  Studies show you are then more likely to get compliance. ’Can you 

help me carry the shopping from the car      

because there are too many bags for me.’ 

Help your child avoid the word ‘can’t’. 

Highlight that things they can and do change.  

When your child says: ‘I can’t do maths!’ turn it 

around into: ‘Ah, you just haven’t yet found a 

way to do that particular exercise yet.’ 

So whether it is an argument, an anxiety,      

misbehaviour or bad habit, what and how we 

say things can make a difference to our        

children’s choices and behaviour.  

 

Alicia Eaton is a Behavioural & Emotional Wellbeing 

Specialist based in London’s Harley Street. Her book 

“Words that Work: How to Get Kids to Do Almost 

Anything is available from www.success-4- kids.com 

and www.amazon.co.uk 
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3 November  Entrepreneurs’ Day  

Year 4 and 5  

5 November  Cross Country  - 

Woodlands 

8 November Hooked on Books 

11 November  Pre-primary Party 

18 to 26 November Year 6 and 7            

Assessments  

29 November Book Awards           

Celebration  

30 November Book Awards  

Celebration 

1 December Book Awards  

Celebration 

2 December Book Awards  

Celebration 

3 December Book Awards  

Celebration 

3 December Primary School ends 

8 December Preschool ends  

8 December Report Cards Issued 

Dates to note 

Creating positive behaviour during change 
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Book Awards Celebration 

This year’s Book Awards will once again be held differently to previous years as we continue to practice COVID 19 safe 

procedures.  Book Awards will be held on the following dates and times. 

Enrolments 2022 

The school is currently receiving enrolments for January 2022.  We ask parents to indicate whether their children will be        

attending The Cotswold in 2022.  This assists the school in determining the number of 

openings the school will have for new  pupils.  We ask parents who have not yet       

responded to please do so.  

SISA Speech Afternoon 

Well done to Rhyder le Roux, Wihan Saayman, Cameron Alcock and Liseni Mqala who 

were selected to participate in the SISA Speech afternoon held at Ashbury College.  

Cameron Alcock was placed first in the Grade 6 section.  

Fee Increases - 2022 

The fee schedule for the 2022 school year was sent out via email to all parents.  Parents 

may request the fee schedule from the front office.  

Woolworths My School Card 

We appeal to our parents to apply for the Woolworths My School Card to assist us in 

raising funds for The Cotswold School.  Every time you purchase items and swipe your 

card a percentage is donated to our school at no cost to our parents. All money raised 

goes directly to Montessori  equipment for the school classrooms for the children to use.  

The school Reference number is 1585-Montessori-Cotswold.  In 2021 the school has raised  R 5 210.32 . Please see 

advert on last page. 

Raffle 

We would like to thank all our parents and pupils for supporting the school fundraising raffle.  The school raised       

R 17 948.00 and the funds will go towards the development of the school Event’s Centre kitchen which will be used as our 

tuckshop in the future.  The following were the raffle winners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices  

First prize in the raffle: Charne 

Holgreaves who bought a ticket 

on her son Corven's list. 

Second prize winner Elbert who 

bought a ticket on Rhyder le Roux's 

list. 

Third prize winner was Michelle 

Chapman who bought a ticket 

from Gabriella Wedell's list. 
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Eisteddfod and SISA Speech Afternoon 
On the right is the team who took part in the SISA speech afternoon for 

lower primary: Evelyn-Lily Stroberg; Nompumelelo Baloyi; Keira Moore 

and Nhlakanipho Tshuma. The girls held their heads high and showed 

great confidence whilst delivering their speeches.  

Pupils who participated in the Eisteddfod achieved 5 Prestige certificates, 

26 Honours certificates, 6 Gold certificates and 3 Silver certificates. This 

was the first online eisteddfod that our pupils took part in and it was a 

valuable experience.  Well done to them all. 
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Country Walk - Celebrating 25 years  
A wonderful time was had by all at our Preschool Country Walk on Thursday 

21 October. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed their time outside walking around the 

school while navigating several obstacles like the lava floor, the sprinkler and 

the hopscotch. Year 7 pupils manned the stamping tables and year 6 pupils 

accompanied the preschoolers on their walk. It was lovely to see, once again, 

how these upper primary pupils showed such empathy and understanding for 

the younger children. The parents expressed their happiness at being able to 

spend time outdoors with their children and also spend time with other parents in the tea garden. 
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Country Walk - Celebrating 25 years  

Cross Country 

Our primary school children, parents and teachers had a really wonderful 

day out in nature with the sun on their shoulders, feeling free and happy. It 

was a great day as everyone felt relaxed and enjoyed their time together. 

Parents expressed their delight at being able to spend time together in the 

tea garden after months without such school events due to the COVID  

pandemic which meant that we were unable to get together in this way. 

Cross country has been an exciting addition to our 

2021 extra mural activities.  The children             

participated enthusiastically while competing.  We 

have been proud to witness the good sportsmanship 

displayed by the children who are a good example to 

the schools they compete against. 

The Cotswold School encourages all children to  

participate in these activities as it builds confidence 

among the children and creates a positive sense of 

well being. 
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T-ball 

Our lower primary pupils have been excited and delighted to take part once again in 

the inter schools t-ball matches. It is gratifying to see the improvement in their skills 

with each passing match.  This sport teaches teamwork, batting, catching and    

throwing skills, and promotes good sportsmanship.  T-Ball leads onto club baseball 

which takes place at Benoni Northern’s Sports Club.   A number of our pupils have 

gone on to excel at baseball after the grounding they received at school during the     

t-ball season. 


