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2021 Message from Principal  
Our school acknowledges a very special milestone this year – we celebrate 25 Years of 

offering a Montessori education for children on the East Rand.  I am humbled and    

honoured to have seen the Enviro Weeks in 1995 lead to the opening of The Cotswold. 

Our school developed from its early beginnings of five pupils in 1996 to the beautiful school we have today.  These 25 years 

have seen our preschool grow to five classes.  Our primary school opened in 2001 and today there are seven primary classes. 

Every year we see about 180 children enjoy their Montessori learning in our peaceful, natural environment, climbing trees and 

feeding the ducks, chickens, turkeys, goats and the guinea fowl.  

 It is always with great interest and delight that we follow our children’s development.  Each child is special to our staff.  The 

Cotswold is a time to build a firm    

foundation for learning, to grow roots 

which help each child to become a more 

confident person who loves learning.  A 

child’s gifts and talents  cannot at first be 

seen.  We see the choices they make as 

they get older and we finally see them as 

the wonderful adults of the future.  As  

Maria Montessori reminds us, “The 

education of even a small child, 

therefore, does not aim at         

preparing him for school, but for 

life.” 

We love to watch our past pupils     

discovering their interests and choosing 

their studies. The Cotswold has seen 

our earliest pupils go on to high school 

and become adults, with many studying 

further, getting married and some even 

having children of their own.  How happy and proud we are to see these past students making their choices. Even though they 

may have been at The Cotswold some time ago, many still keep in contact by following the school’s Facebook page.  They have 

also left a part of themselves in our memories, in the foundations of many of our buildings as well as in the time  capsule near 

the Events’ Centre, which will be opened in 2029.  How exciting will that day be? 

This year sees another special group of our Montessori children on their life journey to discover and develop their skills.  We 

look forward to seeing the choices they make.  What value will they add to make our world a 

better place? We can see such wonderful potential in each of them.  Collecting milk for the  

rhino orphans is just one small example of how they value and celebrate the environment. Well 

done everyone for your support of the rhinos!  

2021 sees us celebrate all our past and present pupils, parents and staff over the last 25 years.  

We thank Bev Hilder for her dedication, love and care that she gives to the school community, 

the Governing Body for their guidance and our staff for making our school such a special      

experience.  Let us be thankful for God’s blessing on our school and wish The Cotswold      

Country Montessori School many more wonderful years to come. 

Sending all my love and good wishes to everyone.  May you all have a blessed 

Christmas and a wonderful holiday with your loved ones.                                                

 May Selkirk 

The Cotswold 25 Years in Education 
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Congratulations to our Pre-primary, Year 3 and Year 7 pupils 
The following pupils are congratulated on reaching the end of the Montessori 3 to 6, 6 to 9 and 9 to 13 phases.  We 

wish them great success and happiness as they enter the next phase of their schooling. 

Pre-primary pupils 

   Year 3 pupils 

Year 7 pupils 

 

 

 

Year 7 Farewell Function 

Our Year 7 farewell took place at Warmbaths this year 

and we had a most wonderful time with our year 7 

boys. They impressed us with their lovely manners and 

gratitude for everything they were given. It was an  

awesome outing for them to spend some quality time 

with one another. This special group of boys have all 

been with us since preschool, most of them since they 

were two or three. Their wonderful results,            

confidence and beautiful manners are a testament to 

what our school and Montessori are all about. 

Enrico De Oliveira             Divan Espach                     Shreya Hariram Sefako Khabele                  

Mashuke Malepe                Kearabilwe Matsididi          Aiden Mayberry Kimberly Medzai                  

Bokang Mogaladi Pheko Morare                   Senamile Msibi                       Naomi Mukadah                     

Amazi Nwamadi                Luke Osborne                    Faelynn Pratt                         Ariella Româo                        

Christoff Smit                    Jace Swanepoel                  Dunaé Swart                         Dominic Theron           

Miguel Vallejo                    Parker van der Molen        Chante van Niekerk               Gabriella Weddell  

Nompumelelo Baloyi Singa Bekeweni Irene Hambakis Amzolele Mlaba           

Singita Mabobo                  Tshegofatso Mbatha            Keira Moore  Moruwi Morena     

Luke Morgan Nell Potgieter                     Serena Raman                      Abbigail Sebastiâo 

Amahle Sithole  Joshua Steenkamp               Thandolwethu Vilakazi  

Dhishan Anammalay Michael Koen Mzamani Mabaso  Liseni Mqala 

Aaron Roberts Caelum Stroberg                Matteo Trentini   
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Holiday Care Programme  

The holiday care programme will be available to our preschool parents who require care for their children during the 

school holidays from the 9th until the 15th  of December 2021.  Interested parents who would like to make use of this    

service may contact the office for further details.  

Tuck Shop Thank You 

On behalf of everyone at The Cotswold we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the tuck shop moms and grans, 

most especially Theresa Jardim, Chaneen le Roux and Liza Nash for their support in running the tuck shop whenever it was 

safe to do so.  

Reading Thanks You 

We extend our grateful thanks from the lower primary pupils to Liza Nash for giving of her time to encourage our children 

in their reading by listening to them with love and acceptance on a weekly basis. We urge any parents or grandparents who 

would be willing to assist the teachers next year to let Bev know.  

Governing Body Members  

Many thanks to our Governing Body for their efforts during the year: Taryn Alcock (Chairperson), Bev Hilder,  Ntombi 

Mabona, Barbara Merifield, Benoni Molete, Mandy Raman, May and Craig Selkirk. 

Natalie Taljaard - Maternity 

Natalie will be on maternity leave for the first few months of 2022.  Melissa Naidoo, who has previously worked at the 

school in the toddler environment, will be standing in for Natalie.  We would like to wish Natalie all the best for her      

maternity and welcome Melissa back to the preschool.  

Appointment - Head of Preschool 

We are pleased to announce that Shannon du Preez has been officially appointed as the Head of the Preschool from      

January 2022.  She has been filling this position during 2021 and we wish her all success in her post.  

Outstanding School Fees for 2021 

We would like to remind all of our parents that any outstanding fees for the 2021 school year are now overdue. It would 

be much appreciated if overdue amounts could be settled prior to the 10th December 2021.  January fees are due for     

payment on the 1st  of January 2022. Aftercare will be charged at the end of January. The 2022 stationery and workbook 

fees will be charged to the January 2022 school fee account. 

Start of year 2022 

Preschool 

An orientation session for new pupils will be held from 08:30 to 09:30 on Monday, 10th of January.  

The preschool will begin on Tuesday the 11th  of January 2022.  Class lists will be displayed at the school entrance and at 

the preschool gates and preschool pupils may be taken straight to their classrooms. 

Primary School 

New pupils and their parents are to attend an orientation session between 08:30 and 09:30 on Tuesday 11th of January.  

The primary school will begin on Wednesday the 12th of January 2022. Pupils will attend an assembly in the Events’    

Centre at 08:00 where they will be welcomed before being assigned to their classes. Suitcases may be left on the lawn   

outside where rows will be designated for the various phases.  All pupils are to wear their full summer uniform on the first 

day of school. The full uniform rule always applies to the first and last day of each term. 

Fee Increases—2022 

The school fee schedule for the 2022 year was sent out to parents via email in October.  Parents may request a hard copy 

of the fee schedule from the front office.  

Stationery for 2022 

Letters have been sent out to all parents regarding stationery requirements for 2022.  Preschoolers will pay a set rate for 

stationery for the year and primary school children can purchase their prescribed stationery from any stationery supplier.  

Please ensure that the stationery purchased is exactly what appears on the list as the quality of these products has       

withstood pupil testing. 

Workbooks for 2022 

Letters have been sent out to all parents regarding the pre-primary and primary school workbooks required for the 2022 

school year.  Parents were requested to return the reply slip of the letter to enable the school to place the order in time 

for the new year.  The workbooks will be distributed to the pupils in mid-January 2022.  Parents are to please note 

that workbooks will not be issued to pupils if the workbook cost have not been paid.  

Calendar 2022 

The 2022 school calendar has been placed on the last page of this newsletter and has been uploaded onto the 

school’s website. 

Notices  
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2021! What a year it has been for our beautiful country. When we saw the back of 2020 I’m sure we all welcomed 2021 

with hope and optimism. We were, however, met with even more challenges of surviving another wave, more          

home-schooling, riots in KZN and Gauteng and endless load shedding. But through it all South Africans were able to   

recognize the helpers and find the silver lining. I’m sure we can all agree that Cotswold Montessori has been just that - 

both a helper and a silver lining. They have been a constant to our children through many storms this year. We as parents 

put our faith in the dedicated teachers and staff and this year they have truly excelled! Their long hours and little extras 

they are constantly doing for the betterment and happiness of our children do not go unnoticed. We, as parents, salute 

you. Thank you. 

Cotswold has been privileged enough to host a few successful fundraising events this year which we were unable to do 

last year. 

The children were so happy to welcome back a few of their highlights such as the exchange of Valentine’s chocolates,  

pyjama day, book day, spring dance and country walk. Our raffle was a huge success, raising over R17 000 and country 

walk has raised over R20 000! 

Some regular events were held a little differently this year with the Benoni Eisteddfod being an online event. Many of our 

pupils entered both language and music items, English and Afrikaans poetry as well as reading  and certainly made      

Cotswold proud! Our sporting events resumed in the third term allowing our children to participate in soccer, t-ball and 

cross country. 

Cotswold aims to nurture happy, well-balanced children and with everything achieved this 

year our school has  accomplished this with flying colours. 

In the words of Dwayne Dyer ‘My goal is not to be better than anyone else, but to be 

better than I used to be.’ With 2022 on our doorstep let us strive every day to be just 

that little bit better than the day before. Let us be kind. Let us be patient. Let us be  

hopeful. And let us love fiercely and endlessly. 

May you and your loved ones have a peaceful festive season and may 2022 to be        

everything you hope for it to be and more. 

Stay safe, stay healthy and most importantly stay happy.   Until next year. 

           Taryn Alcock 

    Governing Body Chairperson 

Message from Governing Body - Chairperson 

 

 
 

 

On Thursday morning the 11th of November we were pleasantly surprised by 

the perfect weather to have a sprinkler day for our pre-primary farewell    

party.  The children could not contain their excitement as the ponies arrived 

at school. They each took turns painting a bag with their own unique design 

and then they got to climb on a pony and be led on a peaceful ride around the 

school grounds. As the temperature started to rise, the children got changed 

and the sprinklers were turned on. They had a blast running through the    

water. It was a day filled with lots of laughter and special memories, a perfect 

send off for their new adventure in primary school.  

Pre-primary Party 
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Book Award and 

Achievement   

Celebrations 
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Preschool Class Photographs 2021 

Message from the Principal - Bev Hilder 

2021 has once again been an exciting year filled with events that have brought our Montessori community 

closer.  The Learning from Home programme was again introduced for a period as the country continued to 

implement restrictions to reduce the spread of COVID-19 while our staff  managed to develop programmes 

for our children.   We would like to thank our parents for their ongoing support and understanding     

throughout this year. 

We appreciate the dedication of our governing body members, tuck moms, reading moms and all of those  

parents who drop everything to assist us when help of any form is needed.  Your genuine interest in your 

child’s education is evident and ultimately the children benefit.   

I would also like to thank our wonderful members of staff who dedicate their every 

waking moment to the wellbeing of your children.  I am privileged to work with such 

devoted teachers.   

We would like to take this opportunity to wish those leaving us this year all the very 

best in their new schools and in their future education and development and a    

special thank you to all of those parents and children who have been kind enough to 

give wonderful, thoughtful and special gifts to us as a token of appreciation of the 

work we do. It is much appreciated.” 

 

On behalf of the staff of The Cotswold, I want to wish you and your family a safe      

and enjoyable summer holiday and a blessed  Festive Season.  

 

             
              Bev Hilder 

            School Principal 
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Preschool Class Photographs 2021 
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Preschool Class Photographs 2021 
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Primary School Class Photographs 2021 
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Primary School Class Photographs 2021 
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Primary School Class Photographs 2021 
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Primary School Class Photographs 2021 
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2022 School Calendar 


