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The Cotswold News
The Cotswold Country Montessori School
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North
Tel: 079 366 7772
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za

Principal’s Welcome - 2022
On behalf of The Cotswold Country Montessori school, I would like to extend a
heartfelt welcome to all of our families as we begin a new and exciting year at our
school.

Dates to note
2 February

Preschool Parents’
Evening

The new school year is a busy time. Besides planning the events for 2022, we are
also greeted with new beginnings for our Year1's starting formal schooling and our
new pre-schoolers joining us for the first time.

4 February

Primary School Sports
Day - Arbor Primary

11 February

Preschool Show

14 February

Valentine’s Chocolates
and Dress Up

18 February

Friendship Dance Primary School

23 February

Entrepreneurs’ Day Wattle House

24 February

Preschool Sports Day

24 - 28 February

Mid-term Break (closing
12:00)

1 March

School Starts

4 March

SISA Chess - Shangri-La

10 March

Primary School World
Book Day (Dress Up)

11 March

Camp Out Pre-primary Year 3
Nursery Rhyme Dress
Up - Preschool

11 March

Our school ethos is to develop our children in a caring and loving environment and I
can assure our parents that the staff and I do everything we possibly can to provide
this.
I am so pleased with how beautiful the school grounds are looking after the much
needed rain that we experienced in January and am thankful for the hard work of
our ground staff.
The school will continue to follow our slightly relaxed COVID-19 protocols to
avoid the unnecessary spread of the virus. It appears that wearing a face mask will
become a common practice for all of us for the foreseeable future.

This year we have already participated in the SISA inter-schools athletics meeting on
the 25th January after the 2021 break from this great event. It is gratifying to see
our children making the most of the events that they missed out on in the past two
years.
As we slowly reintroduce sports and other extra mural activities I encourage all
pupils to participate in these activities offered by the school. It is not about winning
but rather about taking part and having the opportunity for our children to learn
new and various skills, and above all, enjoy themselves and make their school life a
positive and memorable experience.
A warm welcome to all in our school community.
Bev Hilder and Skittles the goat
welcoming all the pupils back to school.

Bev Hilder
Principal

The Cotswold Country Montessori School - “LEARNING FOR LIFE”
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Notices

School COVID-19 Procedures
All pupils and parents coming onto the school premises are expected to sanitize their hands at the stand before the double gate adjacent
to the double storey building. Preschool parents are asked to walk their children up to the gated playground closest to their children’s
classroom. Staff will be at the gate to take the children to class and will take the temperatures of children who arrive after 08:00.
Parents are asked not to enter the playground areas of the preschool to ensure compliance to regulations. 4 to 7 year-old preschool
children will need to wear a face mask while at school.
Primary school pupils are to be dropped off at the double gate adjacent to the double storey where they will sanitize their hands and
have their temperatures taken, before they proceed to their classrooms. All primary school pupils are to wear face masks while at
school.
Email Addresses and Emergency Information
The school will continue to send monthly statements and other newsworthy items via the emailing system. We would like to remind
our parents to update changed email addresses at the school office or via the school phone. Emergency information forms have been
sent home to parents for completion. This information will be required by the school as soon as possible so that emergency contact
information can be updated. If your child has a chronic condition or allergy that requires medication please hand the medication to the
teacher with written instructions on how to administer it.
Facebook
At times we take photos of children which are posted on our website or Facebook page. If you would prefer for your child’s photograph
not to be included please let Bev or Tersia know so that we can try our best to avoid doing so.
Lost Property
Please remember to label all valuable items, such as clothing, stationery, lunch tins and water bottles, which are brought to school.
Labelled items will be returned to their owners. Lost items will on a regular basis be displayed at the entrance for claiming. Unclaimed
items will be handed over to a charity organisation.
Aftercare
Parents have 15 minutes to fetch children after their school closing times, thereafter pupils will go to aftercare and parents will need to
sign them out. This additional service will be charged for as per the school’s fee structure on individual accounts.
School Security
The main school gate code is changed on a regular bases and parents are notified in advance of these changes. We appeal to parents not
to give out the security code to third parties in the interests of the safety of our pupils and school community.
Reminder of School Hours :
PLEASE note that no primary school teachers are on duty before 7:30am so children who are dropped off earlier than that are not under
any adult supervision. There is a charge for preschool children who are left with Shannon between 7:15 until 07:30 (early morning
class). Preschool children who are brought to school between 7:30 and 8:00 are to be taken to Pinelodge. Please make every effort to
have your child at school on time. It is unsettling for your child and the rest of the class if he or she arrives late for school. Preschool
children (2 to 5 year-olds) begin their day at 08:30, Pre-primary and lower primary begin at 08:00 and Upper Primary at 07:45.
Parking Area :
Kindly drive with extreme caution in our school parking area - drive slowly and keep an eye out for children and fowl.
Pupil Lunches
Parents are reminded not to give their preschool child products containing nuts or peanut butter sandwiches as there are preschoolers
who are highly allergic to peanuts. Primary School children with allergies must be reminded not to share lunches. We also ask parents to
pack healthy lunches for their children from Monday to Thursday. Fridays are a treat day and as such tuck orders can be placed so that
your child receives their tuck at break. Alternatively, sweets and crisps may be included in Friday’s lunch box. As tuck is only delivered
at break please remember to send a mid-morning snack for your child on a Friday. Send a labelled water bottle to school with your child.
Juices are not as refreshing and healthy as water and can also be very messy if spilled, especially in the suitcase.
Tuck shop :
The school has decided to move to an order form where parents can order and pay for their children’s tuck upfront. This will allow tuck
parents to prepare individual packs in advance and there will be less handing of money and food thus preventing unnecessary physical
contact. This procedure has been introduced to minimise the spread of COVID–19 and will be reviewed regularly. Our tuck shop
operates on Fridays only. The following items may be purchased upfront for a full month or each week:
A slice of chicken or plain cheese pizza at R16 per slice.
A pack including a slice of pizza, one sweet/chocolate, crisps or popcorn and a water, juice or iced tea for R35.
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First Day of school
Year 1’s

Year 7’s

The 2022 school year started with
loads of excitement for lower primary.
The first week was busy as the year 1’s
- both new and those from the
preschool - adjusted to their new
environments. Children were allowed
an opportunity to choose work off the
shelves, giving their teachers a peak
into their interests. In the second week
learning started with language and
mathematical concepts being reviewed
and some homework was handed out.
From an extra mural point of view, the
first term is in full swing with the first
inter school athletics meeting already
completed The entire lower primary
team is looking forward to a successful
term 1.

The Upper Primary has been bustling with excitement this year and
the year 4’s are settling comfortably into their new environment.
We once again have seven Year 7’s and they have taken on their
role as seniors in the primary school with great enthusiasm. They
are already planning their first event of the year: Valentines Day
and the Friendship dance. These events are fundraisers for the Year
7 outing and are usually a source of great excitement for the
primary school children. We are all looking forward to a great year
ahead and are so happy to be able to partake in events such as
sports and dances once again.

Pre-primary
The year started off by
meeting new friends and
introducing them to our class
family. Our Cotswold family
has grown and we all enjoyed
orientation week where we
got a chance to learn all about
our new friends. I can only
describe the first two weeks
of this year as joyful and full of
laughter as we settled into our
new routine.
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SISA Athletics
The SISA inter-primary athletics meeting was held on 25 January at the Boksburg City
Stadium. Our pupils loved being out in the sunshine enjoying the experience of
spending time with their friends and taking part in physical activities.
Our athletes acquitted themselves very well despite few practices as a result of limited
time and much rain. A number of children progressed from the heats into the finals
and we are very proud of Singa Bekeweni who will represent the school at the
Greater Benoni athletics meeting on the 4th of February after his second place and
silver medal in the boys U10 100m flat race. We wish him all the best. Thank you to
those parents who supported our children on the day and willingly assisted the
teachers under the gazebo.
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