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How keenly do you pay attention to what your
observations tell you about your child?

Dates to note
10 March
11 March
11 March
14 and 15 March
28 March - 1 April
6 April
5 April
8 April
9 April
13 April
14 April
3 May
4 May

Observation is central to Montessori education. Maria Montessori developed her
theories on child development and created the Montessori learning environment
Primary School World
after spending countless hours watching children and observing the way in which
Book Day (Dress Up)
they naturally learn, absorbing knowledge from their surroundings.
Camp Out Pre-primary - Montessori teachers too are constantly observing children’s behaviour in the
Year 3
classroom, and it is by watching how they work and interact within the prepared
classroom environment that they determine when a child is ready to tackle new
Nursery Rhyme Dress
tasks.
Up - Preschool
For parents, too, observation is the key to understanding children as learners and it
Speech and Hearing
is a vital tool in finding out more about them as individuals. If we are to truly know
Tests
our children, we must
take the time to really
School Photographs
observe them.
All children are
Entrepreneurs’ Day different and progress
Owl’s Nest
at varying stages.
Eye Tests
From the very
beginning of life it’s
Preschool Egg Hunt
important to watch
our children’s
activities so that we
Preschool Open Day
can determine how
we can best help them
Primary School endsto “do it by
holidays
themselves”.
Preschool ends Make time for
holidays
observation.
Preschool Opens
Observation isn’t
something you can do
Primary School Opens
when there is a time restriction. It can take practice – it may even seem strange at
first, to be just sitting and doing nothing other than watching your child, but keep at
it. Don’t let your mind wander; stay focused on your child. “What is it about
play-dough that he likes? Does he prefer to use tools or would he rather use his
hands? How high can he reach to get materials? Do I need to provide a smaller
table or lower shelving? What is he comfortable with, what makes him
uncomfortable, and why?” Make notes if you like. For instance, you might notice
that a jar with a smaller lid is needed, for him to open successfully. You will soon
learn things about your child that you may not have known if you had not taken the
time to sit and observe.
It is important that after observing, we decide how to act on what we have learnt.
How can we best help his development now that we have noticed something? This
is a window of opportunity. At times an observation may be perceived negatively,
for example, if he is easily influenced by others. Instead of trying to protect your
child or take away the distraction, it is the perfect opportunity to teach a lesson that
he may use in other situations where you are not around to protect or guide him.
You can give him the life skills to manage something with guidance and mentoring.

The Cotswold Friendship Dance

“When dealing with children there is a greater need for observing than of probing”.
Maria Montessori

The Cotswold Country Montessori School - “LEARNING FOR LIFE”
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Notices
Eye tests
Eye tests for pupils over the age of 4 will be held on the 5th of April 2022. Parents who would like the test to be done should fill
in the required form which has been sent home and send this, along with the money, to school by the end of March.
There are numerous advantages to ensuring that children have good eyesight from as young an age as possible.
Annual School Photographs

From Monday the 28th of March to Friday the 1st of April individual and class photographs will be taken. Preschool pupils
should wear bright but plain clothing on these days and primary school pupils must ensure that their uniforms are neat and
clean on Monday 28th and Wednesday the 30th of March for their photographs.
Camp Out Pre-primary - Year 3
Our pre-primary to Year 3 parents are invited to bring their camping equipment along and join us for a highly anticipated
camp out here at school on the 11 March (from 15:00). The theme of the camp out will be “Rhino Moon” with an
anti-poaching theme. Braais are provided in the evening so that parents can prepare their own dinner while the children
participate in super team activities. Before lights out pupils will sing campfire songs and will gather at the fire to make
s’mores. On Saturday morning pupils will assist the staff to collect eggs for breakfast and then break camp and set off for
home and a restful day.
Primary School World Book Day
Primary school pupils may dress up as a character from a book on the 10th of March– a donation of R10 per pupil will be
appreciated. If possible pupils should bring the book that their character is from to school on this day and introduce their
classmates to the book by reading a page or two to them. International book character day aims to encourage a love of
reading in children and we share this wish for all of our pupils.
Nursery Rhyme Dress up Day
On the 11th of March our preschoolers will dress up as a character from a nursery rhyme. This fun day will introduce our
pupils to nursery rhymes and we hope that they will learn new rhymes. Reciting nursey rhymes improves vocabulary and
self-confidence.
COVID - 19 Update
Communication 3 was sent out to all parents on the 24th February via email regarding the current updates to COVID-19.
Parents should please note the new regulations pertaining to communal transportation of children to and from school as
well as the screening procedure at school. Parents are also asked to please keep children at home if they have observable
symptoms associated with COVID-19.

New Additions to our Farmyard
Vusi, our buff rooster, has been rather
lonely lately so 3 beautiful buff hens
were bought for our animal enclosure.
Our pupils were delighted to meet
these lovely fluffy and docile hens on
Friday the 18th February.
We hope that these three ladies will
be good layers and provide us with
some beautiful chicks. They have
already made Vusi a very happy
rooster.
If anyone is able to assist us with
finding Quacker ducks and a breeding
pair of Mallard ducks as well as a Silkie
rooster please chat to Bev.
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Valentines Day
As the 14th of February 2022 approached, there was an undeniable buzz of excitement in the air. Primary School children
spent most of their break in a long line to purchase chocolates for friends and family members. Valentine's cards were
carefully and colourfully crafted as part of art lessons. When the actual day arrived nobody was left out as chocolate were
exchanged between peers who had earlier drawn names from a hat to share a chocolate with a friend. The celebration on
the day was a remarkable testimony to what Maria Montessori said - “of all things love is the most potent”.

Entrepreneurs’ Day—Wattle House
Cameron Alcock sold beautiful bird feeders at entrepreneur’s day today and
had the following to say about the day:
This was my best entrepreneur’s day yet. Unfortunately it is also the last one I will
have at The Cotswold as I will be off to high school next year. I sold out my
homemade bird feeders when the first group of shoppers came through – Jane
reserved 5 to use as gifts for her friends! I was so happy, loved the day and I am
sure I have made a very good profit. I am very grateful that my brother helped me
today to pack away. I am really feeling sad that this was my last entrepreneur’s day
at Cotswold, I am quite scared about going to high school because I have been at
Cotswold since I was 3.
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Our School Friendship Dance
Our school Friendship Dance is about
celebrating all friendships. At The
Cotswold we chose to celebrate the love
between friends at the annual dance. The
tickets were bought, the decorations were
hung, the tuckshop was stocked and the
sound system was warmed up. Not even
the sudden thunder storm could dampen
the high spirits. As children poured into the
Events” Centre, the dance came alive and
the fun began. Past and present collided as
the 2021 class of Year 7s joined in the fun.
There was plenty of eating, dancing and socializing which made
for a great night.

Primary School Sports Day
Kholofelo Seabi shared her thoughts about our primary school
sports day:
On Friday the 11th of February The Cotswold held a sports day at
Arbor Primary School. We participated in races, relays, shot put
and long jump with our friends. It was nice to see some of last
year’s Year 7’s there and they held the ribbon at the finish line. All
of the races were a lot of fun and we really enjoyed watching the
moms’ and dads’ races.
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Preschool Sports Day - 24 February
The day started out calm and relaxed as the children eagerly arrived in their sports uniform. You could feel the
excitement building as they walked down to the field. The year 6 and 7 students helped the younger children
enthusiastically ran their different races with big smiles and plenty of laughter as their families and peers cheered them on.
The atmosphere was joyful and the day was filled with fun.

