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9 June Preschool Show - Exotic 

Animals 

21 June Preschool Reports 

21 June  SISA Quiz Afternoon 

22 June  Entrepreneurs’ Day - 

Guinea Fowl House 

22 June  Preschool Parent-

Teacher Conferences 

and Pre-primary Parents 

Meeting 

24 June Pyjama Day 

24 June  Upper Primary Outing 

24 June - 4 July Mid-term Break 

6 July Lower Primary Outing - 

Grant’s Farm  

14 - 22 July Year 6 and 7             

Assessments 

18 July Mandela Day Cycle Club 

Drive 

22 July Preschool Show -     

Dinosaurs 

27 July Entrepreneurs Day - 

Ingadi House 

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Events’ Centre Stage Inauguration  

Upper Primary Camp 

On the 16th of May we were thrilled to host the inauguration of our stage. The 

excited buzz in the events centre was created by our pre- and primary school   

pupils, staff members and the chairperson of our governing body, Taryn Alcock, 

along with Shaun Alcock, the contractor who did such a wonderful job in such a 

short period of time. Shaun Alcock shared the fascinating details of the build with 

our pupils as he compared preparing the concrete for the stage to putting the   

ingredients together to make a cake. Pupils were fascinated to hear how many 

bricks and lintels were used and were blown away by the sheer quantities of     

cement, stone, water and various building materials that were used. 

 

May Selkirk sent a     

message to the pupils 

which was read out by 

Bev, “Our school today 

celebrates the opening of 

our Events Centre stage 

because of the vision of 

our teachers and       

governing body. We want 

to offer our children a 

permanent stage for   

performances, speech 

nights, book awards and 

concerts. I am so excited 

to think of all the happy 

occasions that we will use 

the stage for.  

You, our children, can 

also work towards a goal important to you. You can plan, you can work steadily 

towards your goal and you too can achieve what at times may seem very          

challenging.  

My love and thoughts are with you as the building of the stage is complete. It is 

now ready for use for many happy activities in the years to come. Enjoy! May    

Selkirk” 

 

After enjoying items 

prepared by Xolani 

and the Year 3  

isiZulu pupils, the 

Year 6 and 7 isiZulu 

pupils, as well as a 

Year 6 and 7 dance, 

our children were 

given a treat, to 

celebrate this great 

occasion.  
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Raffle 

Our school raffle was launched on Tuesday, the 17th of May.  We still require some consolation prizes so any donations in 

this regard would be gratefully accepted.  Money raised will all go towards the construction of a kitchen next to the school 

Events Centre, which will also be used as the school Tuck Shop in the future.  Pupils have been very happy to bring in their 

lists as they strive to collect as many of the mini stationery erasers donated by Rulerite Stationers as they can. 

Entrepreneurs' Day:  

On the 22nd of June the pupils of Guinea Fowl House will host their Entrepreneurs' Day. This event gives our pupils an 

idea of what it is like to run a business and teaches them invaluable life lessons. The rest of our pupils gain independence by 

being able to go shopping on their own in a safe environment.  

Preschool Parents-Teacher Conferences: 

Preschool parents will receive their child’s report on 21st June and may attend a Parent-Teacher Conference on      

Wednesday 22nd of June between 17:00 and 19:00. Parents will have an opportunity to meet with the teachers in their 

child’s class to discuss their child’s progress during the first half of the year.   

Primary School Outings 

Our lower primary pupils will enjoy an outing to Grant’s Farm in Germiston on the 6th of July where they will learn more 

about what it takes to produce the food that comes to our table. 

Our Upper Primary Pupils will be attending an outing on the 24th of June.  

Benoni Eisteddfod 

Many of our Pre-primary to Year 7 parents have entered their children in the Benoni Eisteddfod in items such as           

unprepared reading, own choice poetry, prescribed poetry, voorgeskrewe poësie and solo instrumental items played on the 

recorder. We wish these pupils all of the best and know they will fly our flag high. 

SISA Quiz 

Some of our Year 6 and 7 pupils will be representing our school at the SISA General Knowledge Quiz on the 21st of June. 

We look forward to having them share their vast general knowledge. 

School Entry and Exit Gates 

The school recently automated the bottom vehicle exit gates at the school.  This will lead to a better flow of vehicles 

through the car park during peak times.  Parents are to please enter through the top gates and exit through the bottom 

one.  During peak hours (drop off and pickup times) , the gates will remain open.  Thereafter gates will automatically  close 

and parents will need the code to enter and exit the premises using the keypad.  Please do not tailgate outside of peak 

times as the gate may close on your vehicle. The entry and exit keypad code has been changed. For security reasons a   

separate email will be sent out to all our parents on Friday with the new code.  We ask parents not to share the gate codes 

with people for security reasons. 

Winter Uniforms 

As from the 1st of June pupils 

will be expected to wear 

their winter uniforms on  

uniform day.  On sports day 

pupils should wear the school 

tracksuit with the winter  

turtle neck t-shirt and white 

takkies and socks. 

 

 

 

Notices  

Boys and Girls      

alternatives for   

Winter  Uniform. 
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Mini-Netball  
Although our girls were slightly overwhelmed learning the rules of how to 'really' play netball, they were very excited to 

play. Each game was filled with excitement, laughter and plenty of team spirit. As the season drew to a close many of the 

girls were sad to say goodbye to a sport they had grown to love while others were eager to discover which sport they 

would participate in next. 

Mini soccer started with a larger than expected turnout. In the second term, playing against 'real' opponents ignited great 

excitement. The first tournament saw the boys bunching and searching for the ball. Reinforcements were brought in the 

form of guest coaches and the boys soon flourished. As the season draws to a close, we have no doubt that the         

improved skills learnt have also led to greater confidence.  

Mini-Soccer 
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During April maintenance and            

development at the school was          

undertaken.  The Events Centre stage 

was completed and the exit vehicle gate 

was automated, making it easier for   

parents to enter and exit the school 

parking during peak times.  

Trees around the school  and on our 

neighbours’ grounds were trimmed 

where necessary and a concerted effort 

to neaten the adjacent vacant property 

was made.  The school will continue to 

assist in maintaining the grass and tree 

growth on that property to reduce the risk of fire                     

and improve security.  

Some classrooms and the Events Centre were repainted, windows 

around the school were repaired and painted, and the staff parking area 

was re-stoned.  

Nature Club 

School Maintenance 

Events Centre Stage during construction 

The School Garden Well was adopted by the children of Wattle House 

who used their entrepreneur’s rental money to buy plants, stones and 

potting soil. It is a super addition to the double storey area. 

The School Garden Well 

 

The children have shown fantastic commitment and enthusiasm for the 

Nature Club. Every week they have learnt about a different animal,  

ranging from frogs to sharks. The best part is how the children share 

their own fun facts that they have learnt. 
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Bicycle week for the    

preschoolers was great fun. 

The children were so   

excited by the idea of   

riding their bicycle at 

school. They gained      

confidence each day, riding 

their bicycles around the 

school parking lot. The 

benefits ranged from    

increasing their            

cardiovascular fitness to 

improved coordination.  

Preschool Bicycle Week 
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The build up to this year’s camp was intense as it was the first time that The Cotswold children had been able to go on 

an outing or camp since the 2020 lockdown period. The teachers had to answer many questions from anxious children 

about where they were going to sleep, what they were going to eat and who was going to be on their team. 

For many children, especially the Year 4’s and 5’s, it was the first time they had been away from home so they were 

both anxious and excited. 

However, Thabaledi Game Lodge was amazing! The setting was so serene and peaceful. We were blessed with good 

weather, fresh air and beautiful views especially at sunrise and sunset. The facilities more than exceeded our             

expectations and the children quickly made the space their own. 

 

Upper Primary Camp - Thabaledi Game Lodge 
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Upper Primary Camp - Thabaledi Game Lodge 
 

The activities planned by the camp              

coordinators were both challenging and so 

much fun. The children were kept busy for 

every minute of the day from aerobics at    

sunrise to night walks after dinner. The day was 

jam packed with activities such as Boeresport, 

an obstacle course, swimming, a game drive and 

even a concert! 

Many children learnt how to face their fears on 

this camp. From leaving the safety of their 

home and families for two nights, to fear of the 

dark, the fear of falling and of 

heights, many children were able to 

overcome these challenges with the 

help of good friends, supportive 

camp    coordinators and caring 

teachers.  According to the Year 6’s 

and 7’s the best thing about the 

camp was spending time with and 

getting to know their classmates. 

The worst thing was having their 

snacks eaten by the monkeys. 

 

Amazing memories were made on 

this trip and I am sure that the 

sightings of wild animals on the 

game drives, the stories told by the 

game ranger and the moments of 

silence that we all shared under the 

starry African sky on the night hike 

will always be fondly remembered. 

 


