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4 August Primary school - Cycle 

for Peace 

5 August  Primary School - Report 

Cards 

5 August Primary School Term 

ends -  (11:00) 

12 August  Preschool Term ends - 

(11:00) 

5 September  Preschool opens  -  

Term 3 

6 September Primary School opens -

Term 3 

9 September Arbor Day Celebration 

12 September Preschool Grandparents 

Day 

14 September Primary Parent-Teacher 

Conference 

16 September Spring Dance 

21 September Entrepreneur's Day - 

Gate House 

23 September Heritage Day Dress up 

26 - 28 Septem-

ber  

Yr. 1 to 3 Speech After-

noon 

29 September & 

1 October  

School Concert 

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Under the Baobab Tree 

As the technological age has settled into being a part of most modern households,    

televisions, computers, laptops, tablets and smartphones have become an integral 

part of our daily lives for work, study, information and entertainment.  For       

children, however, the questions around technology should include at what age 

they can begin to use it, how much time to spend in front of the screen and what 

kinds of media children should be exposed to.  Children need guidance so that they 

do not get lost in the jungle of media where the choices on the internet seem   

infinite and the challenges are endless. 

Too much screen time has been a contentious topic for discussion for quite some 

time, being on the one hand credited with being an invaluable educational aid, and 

on the other hand, demonised as being a contributing factor to depression,       

isolation and obesity.   

Maria Montessori advocated learning through experiences with the real world. Her 

aim of putting the child in contact with their world differs from children who spend 

hours sitting in front of a screen, disassociated from the real world. Montessori 

said, “Never give more to the mind than you give to the hand”.  Holding, touching 

and feeling allows the child to have a real experience of his world.  Screen time 

lacks that real experience for the growing child. It is often very fast paced with set 

changes occurring at a rate much faster than reality. This pace as well as the     

content of a programme can lead to high levels of stimulation and may result in    

concentration being impeded as children come to expect things to happen quickly 

and lose interest more easily and become  inattentive.  

Both the American Academy of Paediatricians and the Australian Institute of Family 

Studies recommends no screen time for children under two years, no more than 

one hour per day for 2- to 5-year-olds, and no more than two hours of sedentary          

recreational screen time per day for older children (not including schoolwork).   

 

Continue reading the article on the last page. 

Our Children using Technology in a Changing World 
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Raffle 

Money raised will go towards the construction of a school tuck shop.  Pupils benefit from this service weekly and a       

dedicated facility for tuck will be of great value to the volunteers who run the tuck shop for our school.  Please support 

this initiative so that our children may benefit.   

Benoni Eisteddfod 

Many of our Pre-primary to Year 7 parents have entered their children in the Benoni Eisteddfod in items such as           

unprepared reading, own choice poetry, prescribed poetry, voorgeskrewe poësie and solo instrumental items played on the 

recorder. We wish these pupils all of the best and know they will fly our flag high. 

Primary school - Cycle for Peace 

On the 4th August the primary school will be participating in the Cycle for Peace initiative. Pupils should bring their bicycles 

to school as each class will be given a few opportunities to ride on the school grounds. Pupils are encouraged to wear   

helmets when riding for their own safety. A R10 donation towards our fundraising efforts will be gratefully appreciated. 

Entrepreneurs Day - Gate House 

On Wednesday the 21st of September the pupils of Gate House will host their Entrepreneurs' Day. This event highlights 

what it is like to run a business and teaches practical life lessons. The rest of our pupils gain independence by being able to 

go shopping on their own in a safe environment.  

Staff 

Crystal Alexander will be leaving our school to take up a position in Vietnam, teaching English.  We have valued her      

contribution in the pre- and primary school over the last two years and wish her all the very best in her new venture.   

Honor Mason will be joining lower primary as an assistant teacher. 

We also look forward to welcoming additional staff to the school from next term;  

Palesa Mohulatsi will be joining our preschool as an assistant teacher. 

Robyn Duncan will be joining the upper primary as a support teacher. 

School Holidays 

Primary school closes at 11:00 on Friday, 5 August and will reopen on Tuesday the 6 September. 

Preschool closes at 11:00 on Friday, 12 August and will reopen on Monday, 5 September. 

Preschool Holiday Care Programme 

The Holiday Care Programme will once again be held during the August 2022 preschool holidays from 22 August to          

2 September. There will b e no holiday care during the first week of the holidays to allow for maintenance to be done.  

This service is available to our preschool parents who require care for their children when the school is closed. Interested 

parents may contact the office for further details. 

School Holiday Maintenance 

During the school holidays we are   

planning to re-thatch the double story 

upper primary school classes. This is 

planned to be completed before school 

reopens on 5 September. 

Mandela Day Cycle Club Drive 

For this year’s Nelson Mandela Day 

fundraiser, we supported the Mpongo 

Cycling Club from Daveyton. Our 

school donated new and used cycling 

equipment as well as R3700 towards 

bicycle repairs and the purchase of 

equipment like cycling helmets. This non

-profit organisation cycled past on    

Sunday 17 July very thankful to receive 

our donations. They were accompanied 

by an entourage of supporters eager to 

be out cycling but as yet unable to afford a bike to ride. We hope that the number of riders will increase because of our 

Cotswold efforts. 

Notices  
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Preschool Show - Puppet Show on Safari 
Leo’s Entertainment presented our Preschoolers with a fun and         

interactive show to enjoy on Monday, 25 July.  The presenter has a   

wonderful way of bringing humour to every topic, making the children 

laugh and getting them to interact with the puppets. 

Under the Baobab Tree 

Over two hundred people, including people not  

related to The Cotswold, were treated to a live  

theatre performance on the East Rand on Sunday in 

our beautiful school environment. The audience, 

both young and young at heart, commented on the 

professional performance, the beautiful singing and 

the interaction of the actors with the children. The 

theme of Ubuntu and South Africans working       

together ran through this emotional performance.  

Our children were so eager to participate that when 

eight children were asked to come on stage, the  

actors absorbed almost fifty children on stage with 

ease.  Jerusalema, had the whole audience on their 

feet dancing as the show came to an inspiration end.   
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Our Children using Technology in a Changing World continued 
In the Montessori classroom, after periods of deep concentration while working with the classroom materials, children are     

centred and calm.  On the other hand, children sitting in front of a screen may appear calm and attentive but are often in a trance

-like state. While the television and computer can be valuable tools for education, we must keep them in balance with other   

experiences.   

Children learn by doing and by interacting with their family and friends. Consider what the purpose of using the screen is, what 

sites are visited and why.  Think about limiting screen time dependent on the age of the child, use it for special occasions or    

specific times, use it as an educational tool to promote interest in the world, and choose programmes that are slow paced for 

younger age groups and those that reflect reality. Share your reasoning with your child so that they too can consider                

self-discipline, self-control and positive choices when deciding on which sites 

to visit and why. 

Montessori author, Lyn Lawrence stated that, ‘We must be careful that  

technology does not make the child non-complacent. The best way to do 

this is to allow the child to be immersed in nature and reality. There is a 

famous quote that says “evolve or expire’’, but what if we do neither, but 

rather adapt to help the child to become a prepared adult by giving them the 

guidance and tools they need at the exact time they need it. Let’s not      

require them to learn but inspire them through the use of personalised and 

planned care of technology and Montessori equipment.’ 

For the 0- to 6-year-old sensorial explorer, physical materials like the golden 

beads, activities like sweeping and being outside will be positive learning  

experiences. As many are already exposed to screens, repetitive apps can be 

beneficial to practise and apply practised knowledge learnt in the classroom. 

For 6- to 12-year-olds, still using concrete materials to aid learning like the 

Montessori stamp game develops powers of abstraction to further expand 

their world.  Using software apps and games that contain a control of error, 

educational content, provide feedback, allow them to learn from their mistakes and 

work at an appropriate level, with teacher or parent to assist when needed, can      

enhance their learning.  

As a parent you can: 

- Help the child to decide what to follow. 

- Offer the knowledge, skills and tools.  

- Encourage curiosity, passion and lifelong learning. 

- Set consistent limits on the child’s viewing. 

- Balance screen time with more active and constructive activities.   

- Use the daylight hours for outside play.   

- Offer alternative activities like reading together, baking together, playing in the 

park, gardening, play dates with friends, ball and water play.  

- Limit screen time and encourage reading of a book before bedtime. 

Watching TV gives children something to copy, not to create.  We want to help     

develop creative, independent, happy and critical thinking individuals. By adapting 

our efforts and giving our children the right tools to deal with the world, we help 

them master their work at their pace. We are there to prepare the right           

environment for them to identify and solve their own problems within a safe   

framework. Our children can be the agents of change in a forever evolving world. 

Our efforts can contribute to developing loving, social, respectful, independent and 

responsible citizens of the future. 
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