
The Cotswold Country Montessori School  -  òLEARNING FOR LIFEó 

The Cotswold News 

                             M A R C H  2 0 2 5  

26 March  Entrepreneursõ Day - 

Treehouse 

31 March, 

1 April, 4 
April 

School Photographs 

8, 9 April Upper Primary Camp  

9 April Term 1 Primary School 

ends (close at 11:00)   
and reports issued 

16 April  Term 1 Preschool ends 

(close at 11:00) 

17 April - 

2 May 

Preschool Holiday Care 

5 May Preschool opens 

6 May 

 

Primary School opens 

8 May Primary School Parent-

Teacher Conference 

9 May Preschool Puppet Show 

9 May SISA Primary Mini  

Netball and Football 

12 - 16 

May 

Preschool Bicycle Week 

14 May Entrepreneursõ Day - 

Casa de Capi 

16 May SISA Primary Mini  

Netball and Football 

19 - 23 

May 

Pre-primary  

Assessments 

TBA May Primary School Outing  

to Wits Planetarium 

23 May SISA Primary Mini  

Netball and Football 

23 May SISA Chess  

30 May Raffle draw 

30 May SISA Primary Mini  

Netball and Football 

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za  

The Magic of Montessori 
We are often asked what the difference is between traditional schooling and 

Montessori Schooling, and itõs easy to give a quick response explaining the 

philosophy. Montessori focuses on the child, we follow the child and let 

them learn at their own pace, we have mixed-age groups in a prepared   

environment that is equipped with child-sized furniture, we encourage    

independence, we focus on peace education, and we use specific materials 

focused on auto-education. The list goes on and it is easy to get passionate 

about the different points. 

However, just the other day I witnessed the true beauty of Montessori   

philosophy. There was a child having a difficult moment, struggling to      

regulate herself, and was starting to scream and shout. In this moment you 

would expect the teacher to step in, possibly to shout or even take the child 

to a naughty corner or a time out, but instead I watched as the teacher 

walked up to the child, knelt down, looked at her in the eyes and started 

talking to her calmly. Instantly the child started to calm down, the shouting 

became softer and softer and soon after a short conversation, the child 

leaned in, gave her teacher a hug, the teacher stood up and they walked 

hand-in-hand to go sort out the problem together. I donõt know the details 

of what happened, before or after. All I know is that moment captured the 

magic of Montessori, the mutual respect, the warmth and the love between 

the teacher and the child, and how we can solve problems peacefully and 

with kindness.  

      Shannon du Preez     

      Head of Preschool  
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School Raffle  

With a good number of great prizes to be won, we encourage all our families to support the schoolõs efforts to raise funds 

for beautiful Montessori equipment, and keeping our grounds and facilities to a high standard for our children to enjoy. The 

raffle draw will take place on the 30th of May. Funds raised will also go towards a new netball hard court. 

School Photographs - 31 March, 1 April and 4 April  

Preschool children can wear plain but bright coloured clothing.  Please ensure that there are no logos or pictures that   

distract from your childõs face. Primary pupils must be dressed in full summer uniform. Class photos are R50.00 each while 

packages for individuals or groups of siblings cost R110.00. Orders and payment must be made by Thursday, the 27th of 

March 2025. 

Lost Property and Second -hand Uniforms  

Please ensure that your childõs items are labelled so that they can be returned to you. Storage of lost property is a problem 

so being able to return it to you alleviates this problem.  

Second-hand uniforms items are available for purchase from the office for R40 an item. 

Term 1 Charity - The Manger Care Centre  

Sending in tinned food, soup powder, cooking oil, flour, spreads, rice, pasta and salt will assist The Manger Care Centre 

with supplies for those in need. Monetary donations can be given by contacting 010 745 1371. 

End of Term One Closing Time  

School closes at 11:00 on Thursday the 9th of April for the Primary School pupils and 11:00 on Thursday the 16th of April 

for Preschool pupils.  

Holiday Care  

Holiday Care for preschoolers will be available from the 17th of April until the 2nd of May 2025 at R 60.00 per day, except 

for the 18th, 21st and 28th of April and the 1st of May as these are public holidays. 

Start of Term 2  

The second term begins on Monday the 5th of May for the preschool and Tuesday the 6th of May for the primary school.  

Primary Parent -Teacher Conferences - Thursday the 8th of May  

A parent-teacher conference will be held on Thursday the 8th of May in the childõs class.  This will give you an opportunity 

to discuss your childõs progress and the first report of the year with his or her teacher, should you wish to do so.  

Preschool Bicycle Week - 12th to the 16th of May  

Parents are asked to send bicycles that are in good repair so that children can enjoy riding rather than waiting for someone 

to fix a problem. Remember to also send helmets so that we can instil safety consciousness.  

Pre-Primary Assessments (School Readiness)  

To ensure pre-primary children are ready to start primary school in 2026, key skills and concepts that are practised in class 

can greatly help your child if also practised at home. Skills like swimming, cycling, and dressing or undressing are especially 

important. These activities are listed in the school readiness letter sent home, and will be assessed in May 2025. If there are 

any concerns, teachers will address these in the feedback meeting and may suggest specific activities to assist your child. 

Please consider these suggestions as they can significantly improve childrenõs school readiness. 

SISA Quiz - 30th of May  

Some of our Year 6 and 7 pupils will be representing our school at the SISA General Knowledge Quiz on the 30th of May. 

We look forward to watching them showcase their knowledge. 

New long -sleeve golf shirt for Winter Uniforms  

The school is pleased to inform parents that a long-sleeved golf shirt is now part of the school uniform. Winter turtlenecks 

will still be acceptable for the next 2 years, and our school uniform stockist will continue to sell them. As from the 1st of 

June, pupils will be expected to wear their winter uniforms on uniform days.  

On sports days, pupils should wear the school tracksuit with the winter turtleneck t-shirt or the long-sleeved golf shirt, 

along with white takkies and socks. A sports shirt will be introduced for both girls and boys, and girls will also have the 

option to wear the new sports skorts instead of the navy shorts. Parents will be informed as soon as these items are    

available from our school stockist ð Ekspa. 

Notices  
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Primary School World Book Day  

World Book Day is a worldwide celebration of 

books and reading, aimed at fostering a love of   

reading among children.  

The chance to bring a favourite book and to dress up 

as their hero, made this an exciting day at school. 

Classes were eager to showcase their book interests. 

Happy sellers and buyers attended the Gate House              

Entrepreneursõ Day where our year 1-3 children had the      

opportunity to sell items, work with money and learn about 

marketing, rent, profit and loss.                                   

The rent that entrepreneurs pay to 

their teacher goes towards materials 

chosen by the teacher and children 

that are additions to their classroom. 

In 2024 classes chose to buy items 

like the land and water forms and  

Roman Arch that were purchased by 

the pupils of Guinea Fowl House, 

books and sentence analysis materials 

that were purchased for Gate House 

and a laminator which was purchased 

by the Year 4 to 6 pupils. 

Gate House Entrepreneursõ Day  
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Woodlands Eisteddfod  

Our pupils from Pre-primary to Year 7 had a very positive, child-friendly experience of the Woodlands       

Eisteddfod. Four schools participated, and our children presented their reading, English and Afrikaans poetry 

with enthusiasm. 
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Camp Out Pre-primary to Year 

Preschool Nursery Rhyme Dress Up  

Our junior camp out was a great success and children had so much fun playing the games like three-legged 

races, egg and spoon, sack races, and musical statue races. These games encouraged team building and were 

great physical activities. The campfire songs were well received and showed the sense of unity amongst our 

children, not to mention the excitement about our special treat around the campfire. 

Some of the childrenõs responses to  òThe best part about our 2025 school camp-outó include: 

òSinging campfire songsó ð Skyelar 

òRoasting marshmallowsó ð Gabriella A. 

òDrinking hot chocolateó ð Jace 

òTaking part in the gamesó ð José 

òBeing with my friendsó ð Noah M. 

òSack racesó ð Maverick 

òSitting near the fireó ð Tsebo 

òSleeping overnight in the tentó ð Liam  

òHunting for chicken eggs in the early morningó ð AneĤka 

Our preschoolers could not contain their excitement in the days leading up to this special occasion. Pupils 

loved discussing their outfits and the rhymes that they had chosen. Not only did the teachers learn new 

rhymes, but they were also really impressed by the creativity that went into the creation of the outfits and the 

childrenõs self-assurance as they recited their poems. 
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Primary School Athletics Day  

The children who did attend the overcast sports say that 

they thoroughly enjoyed honing their athletics skills in long 

jump, arrow throw, shot put, sprints and long distances. The 

upper primary pupils were delighted to have our own      

masters athlete, Azel from the finance office, share her     

expertise at the shot put. The rain held out until the end of 

the relay events, allowing this to be a successful sports event. 

Robotics 

The future of education is here: hands-on, engaging, and powered by robots! The Botsalot extra-curricular 

program, featuring the fun and interactive Botzees robots, is 

designed to ignite curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving 

skills in young minds. 25 of our preschoolers enjoy their 

weekly robotics lesson, as do 33 of our primary school pupils. 


