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30 May Raffle draw 

30 May SISA Primary Mini  

Netball and Football 

11 June  Parents’ Information 

Evening 

13 June Preschool Science Show 

24 June  Preschool Reports  

25 June Preschool Parent– 

Teacher Conference  

27 June Country Walk 

27 June to 

7 July 

Mid term break 

9 July Entrepreneurs Day -

Elliott’s Boma 

14 to 23 

July 

Year 7 Assessments 

  

  

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za  

What Makes The Cotswold Montessori Unique?  

The Cotswold Montessori stands out among independent schools in Benoni by 

focusing on each child’s individual learning needs. Instead of strict schedules and 

competitive programmes, it encourages curiosity, creativity, and hands-on   

learning that suits every student’s strengths. 

The school motto “Learning for Life” reflects our desire to offer children the 

opportunity to achieve life-long learning skills, encouraging them to view   

learning positively and continue to do so for the rest of their lives.  

In Montessori multi-age classrooms, children learn at their own pace without 

the stress of constant comparison.  Younger students learn from older peers, 

while older students build leadership skills by guiding others.  This supportive 

environment helps students gain confidence and feel valued.  

While traditional 

schools often have 

large sports     

facilities and     

competitive     

programmes, The 

Cotswold        

emphasizes  

movement-based 

learning and   

physical activities 

that support skill 

development,   

social interaction 

and overall well-being. Events like concerts, eisteddfods, gardening, and 

interactions with animals give students rich experiences in a beautiful, 

natural setting. 

Because The Cotswold has a smaller community, every child - regardless 

of skill level - gets the chance to participate in activities they might not 

have access to in a bigger school where the most talented students are 

selected.  The Montessori method allows stronger students to move 

ahead while children who find traditional academics or social settings 

difficult benefit from personalized support and the flexibility to learn at 

their own pace, within the mixed-age classroom structure. 

The school encourages all pupils to take part in school events,         

emphasizing the importance of doing one’s best rather than being the 

best. In life, we need to ask the question - have we done our best? The 

answer is what each individual needs to reflect upon. 

"The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say the children 

are now working as if I did not exist.” 

Maria Montessori 

 The Cotswold Montessori fosters independence and a love for learning, 

giving children the freedom to explore, grow, and thrive. 

Primary school children working with         

Montessori materials to gain an understanding 

of basic Mathematics. 
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School Raffle 

The raffle draw will take place on the 30th of May. Funds raised will go towards a new netball hard court,   

Montessori equipment, and keeping our grounds and facilities to a high standard .                                                  

Preschool Reports - 24th of June  

All mid-year preschool reports will be handed out on Tuesday, 24 June, by the class directresses. Prior to this 

appointments will be made with all pre-primary parents to discuss the results of the school readiness            

assessments done during May. 

Parents’ Evening 

All Preschool parents are invited to a Parent-Teacher Conference on Wednesday the 25th of June on the 

ground floor of the double storey building. This will give parents an opportunity to discuss their child’s progress 

and first term report with his or her teacher.  At 18:00 parents are invited to join Bev Hilder in Casa de Capi 

where she will discuss the advantages to children of a Montessori education. This discussion is very important to 

help parents who will soon have to make the decision of which primary school their child will attend.  

Planned Maintenance 

It is planned that several projects will be carried out during the mid-term break. The duckpond storeroom area 

roof will be redone after many years of wear and tear and having a tree fall on it during the recent rainstorms. 

Some classrooms will be repainted and preschool toilets in the Potting Shed environment will have partitions 

installed giving preschoolers more privacy in future. 

New long-sleeve golf shirt for Winter Uniforms 

A long-sleeved golf shirt is now part of the school uniform and pupils are 

looking very neat in them. We ask all parents to have a critical look at their 

child’s uniform to ensure they are smart. Wearing clothing correctly is an 

important lesson for life. Please ensure: 

• The V-neck jersey and bomber jacket are worn in winter. The tracksuit 

top is used for sport only. 

• No layers should be visible under the uniform. Underwear, beanies, 

gloves and scarves are to be plain navy-blue. 

• Replace out-of-shape, stained, or damaged clothing that is too small. 

• Wear black leather shoes with white socks, not tackies. 

• On sports days, wear the school tracksuit with the winter turtleneck     

t-shirt or the long-sleeved golf shirt, along with white takkies and socks.  

• As from the 1st of June, pupils will be expected to wear their winter 

uniforms on uniform days.  

Governing Body Parent Representative 

As one of our parent representatives recently relocated a position on the Governing Body is now open. We 

invite any parent in the school who might want to stand on the governing body to send in a CV to Bev Hilder 

for consideration. 

The governing body is made up of teachers/staff and parents of children currently in the school. The aim of the 

governing body is to make recommendations for improvements to the school and to advise where funds raised 

are spent in the interests of our pupils.   

Visit from Director of Nienhuis  

The South African Montessori Association requested a special visit to our school for their guest speaker, Chris 

Willemse from Nienhuis Montessori in The Netherlands. He was in South Africa to present lectures at the   

annual SAMA conference. He commented on our beautiful environment and was very pleased to see the 

Nienhuis materials in our classrooms, some of which are decades old and still in great condition. This is because 

of their great quality and the care the children take when using this precise and expensive material. 

 

Notices  
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Tree Labelling Initiative 

Do you know that in a recent flora survey, 80 different species of trees 

were discovered on the school premises? 

Every year our children are introduced to an indigenous tree species and 

plant a tree for Arbor Day. This not only promotes a love and respect for 

the environment but also adds to the aesthetic and peaceful atmosphere 

of the school. 

An opportunity has arisen for families to donate a tree tag which will have 

the tree species engraved on it as well as a note, “Donated by … .” 

There are two options available: 

• a standard tag which lists the name of the tree and a QR code to 

download information for R100, or 

• a story tag which lists interesting facts and uses of the tree, as well 

as its name, for R200.  

If you would like to donate one or more tree tags with your child or family name on it, you may obtain a 

form from the front office and return it with the money in a marked and sealed envelope. This is a great way 

for your family to make a lasting contribution to our school, like examples of past initiatives as shown below 

where stepping stones were made in 1998 and chairs were donated by families for the Events Centre or  

primary school classrooms. This initiative will be 

open for the next 3 weeks.  
 

Examples are not to scale 
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The Wits Digital Dome and Origins Centre Museum - Excursion 

The Cotswold primary school children had the enjoyable experience of visiting the Origins Centre Museum 

and the Digital Dome at Wits University in Johannesburg. School excursions are beneficial for students in   

multiple significant ways. 

Excursions connect classroom knowledge to practical, real-world experiences, encouraging active participation 

and helping pupils better understand and retain information by seeing concepts in action, such as visiting       

museums like the Origins Centre Museum. 

The Origins Centre Museum was a great place to experience Africa’s rich and complex heritage. The exhibits 

were interactive and we experienced an extraordinary journey of discovery, beginning with the origins of    

humankind in Africa, comparing objects found in the sands of time from across the world, and then moving 

through the development of technology, looking at how tools made from rock developed as man developed 

skills; art, culture and symbolism. The children were able to see well-preserved rock art as well as items of 

clothing and tools used by the indigenous people of southern Africa. 

According to The Cotswold children, they gained knowledge about the San that they had not known before 

and better understood the rituals and lifestyle of the Hunter Gatherer people of southern Africa.  

The Digital Dome, previously known as the Wits Planetarium, was refurbished, digitalized and reopened in  

February this year. Using high-resolution projectors, surround-sound technology, and an auditorium with    

reclining seats, we were immersed in impressive storytelling and breathtaking displays of the milky way,      

highlighting constellations in the Johannesburg night sky and zooming in on planets in our solar system so that it 

gave us the sensation of actually being on the planets.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed the show ‘Journey to the Stars’ hosted by the American Museum of Natural 

History and you could tell they were excited by their exclamations as we travelled through space. 

These experiences create lasting memories that contribute positively to pupils’ overall school life. According to 

research, a break from routine and engaging in fun, social activities during trips can reduce stress and improve 

mental wellbeing. 

For both the pupils and teachers, this excursion was a memorable experience and we are all motivated to   

explore the knowledge we have gained.                                                                                

           Heidi Fataar 
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The Wits Digital Dome and Origins Centre Museum - Excursion 
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Preschool Bicycle Week 
Our preschool children had a wonderful week riding their bicycles at school. So 

many children improved their riding skills in the open space that our facilities     

provide. Riding bicycles promotes safety awareness, and improves spatial       

awareness, gross motor skills and independence. Riding a bike also builds strength, 

improves endurance, and increases lung capacity so this is a very worthwhile       

activity. 
 

Soccer is a very popular playground activity and is a 

great area of social learning as the children work out 

their differences and disagreements around whether 

the ball was in or out, or whether it was or was not a 

goal.  

The lower primary soccer team has demonstrated 

good team spirit in their games and continue to     

develop their skills as the season progresses. 

Soccer 

Our Upper Primary girls, U10 to U13, have played a few netball matches this term, including home matches 

against Benhale to start the season. Our lower primary netball team has taken part in several SISA mini-netball 

tournaments on Friday afternoons. The learning curve that these girls have been on has been clear as they have 

improved their skills each week. 

Netball 
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Extra     
Murals - 
Term 2 

We encourage all of our pupils, regardless of ability, to participate in as many school extra murals as possible as this  

teaches them to be part of a team, builds on their social skills and teaches them new skills along the way. Taking part in 

extra mural activities makes a child’s schooling experience a richer one and with these activities they are creating      

memories of their schooling. Some of our past pupils have gone on to play sport for their high schools, clubs and even 

their country.  

In the case of Caelum Stroberg, he started in Year 1 on our school’s t-ball team and soon shone at this sport. His parents 

took him to Benoni Indians baseball club and he has risen to great heights in the sport. As an upper primary pupil Caelum 

happily assisted the teachers with the coaching of the lower primary t-ballers. Since going to high school Caelum has    

continued to excel in baseball and has represented his baseball club, Gauteng province and even South Africa. For six years 

in a row, since his upper primary years with us 

Caelum has been selected for the Gauteng 

baseball team. When Caelum was 13 years old 

he was selected for the U15 World Cup Team 

and travelled to Mexico in 2022. He was    

selected for the SA team that played in the 

African champs this past January and his   

Gauteng U18 Baseball team took the provincial 

gold this year. Caelum has won the junior 

sportsman of the year award at Benoni Indians 

for the past two years and now coaches the 

U10 Benoni Indians Baseball team. From his 

early days playing t-ball at The Cotswold,   

Caelum has certainly gone on to achieve great 

things.  

Building the child through sport 

Caelum Stroberg in Year 1 at  

The Cotswold. 

Caelum with a team member playing 

in U18 Gauteng baseball team. 


