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Educating for Peace

Dates tO nOte Everyone talks about peace but no one educates for peace. In this world, they educate

for competition, and competition is the beginning of any war. When educating to

cooperate and owe each other solidarity, that day we will be educating for peace.”
Maria Montessori

27 Juneto 7  Mid-term break

July

I'st to 4th Holiday Club

July Nonviolent communication (NVC), also called the “Language of Life” by
Marshall B. Rosenberg, aligns with Maria Montessori’s goal to “Prepare children

9 July Entrepreneurs Day -

et for Life”. NVC focuses on being aware of how we speak to one another. It is
Elliott’s Boma ) S ) ,
an empathetic form of communication in which everyone’s needs are met.
16 to 23 July Year 7 Assessments ) ) ) )
Feelings like anger or frustration often signal an unmet need. Once we are

25 July SISA Chess aware of our feelings, we will be able to better connect with our needs and
with the needs of others.
| August Pyjama Day Maria Montessori lived through two world wars and envisaged education as the
key to PEACE stating, “Education is the best weapon for peace “, and this is at
6 August Entrepreneurs Day - the heart of Montessori education.
Owl House i i . .
Parents and educators play a vital role in creating peaceful environments at
7 August SISA Quiz home and school, fostering a “society by cohesion”.
8 August Primary Report Cards Social c?he.swn .|s when.chlldren strive to.allgn 1.:he|r WI|.| to serve a g.reater
e community in which obedience for what’s right will prevail. Collaborative
communities are not created by competition, fear, rewards or punishments;
8 August Term 2 ends . : :
they thrive when we embrace our differences and connect with one another
: respectively and peacefully.
1 -22 Holiday Care pectively and p 4

How to practice NVC:

August

|. Observation without judgement. Replace “You’re being lazy”,

B with I noticed you haven’t started the dishes yet”.

gl 2. Express feelings clearly— Instead of saying “l feel like you
don’t care”, say “l feel hurt when | see that” or “| feel
disappointed”.

3. Identify needs — Instead of saying “You’re not listening”, you
could say "l need to feel heard”.

4. Make actionable requests — Instead of “Can you be more
considerate?” say “Would you be willing to let me know when
you are going to be late?”

When educating to cooperate, we educate to build peace. By
embracing NVC strategies, we can build peaceful, collaborative

# communities where everyone ‘wins’.

Jane Engels

References: Sharon Caldwell & The Center for Nonviolent
Communication

Communication using peaceful means

The Cotswold Country Montessori School - “LEARNING FOR LIFE”
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Notices

Winter Uniforms

From the Ist of June pupils started to wear their winter uniforms on uniform days. Please note that pupils may
layer under their shirts but these items should not be visible at the neck. The navy-blue V-neck jersey and
bomber jacket may be worn for extra warmth. The Dri-mac jacket is not part of the uniform unless it is raining.

Tuck Shop Volunteers

The school tuck shop is operated every Friday between 09:00 and | |:45 by volunteers in our school. We are
currently looking for additional help in the tuck shop on Fridays and ask mothers, fathers and/or grandmothers

of our school to let Azel or Tersia (in the school office) know if they are in a position to assist.

Entrepreneurs Day - Elliot’s Boma

On the 9th of July the pupils of Elliot’s Boma will host their Entrepreneurs' Day. This event gives our pupils an
idea of what it is like to run a business and teaches them invaluable life lessons. The rest of our pupils gain

independence by being able to go shopping on their own in a safe environment.

Pyjama Day
On the Ist of August our pupils will participate in a pyjama day at school where they will enjoy wintery treats to
keep them warm. A donation of R10.00 per pupil will be greatly appreciated.

Year 7 Assessments

Year 7 assessments will be held between Wednesday the 16th and 23rd of July.

Tree Label Initiative WAW FBESAQN 00 28 .

The school is very pleased to share that 88 tree tags were ordered Ekebergia capensis

for the 80 varieties of indigenous and exotic trees on the school Cape-ash
essenhout

Zul; umnyamathi _Xho: umawenye wezinya

placement of all the tags. A medium to larue evergreen tree up to 20m in heght. Fleshy
fruits that ripen and tum bright rec i autumn attract maay Sads.

School Raffle 1t = followed by the summer sprays of scented yeliow fiowers
Pollinatad by ants and bees. The fallen foliage Is aaten by antelope

The raffle draw took place on the 30th of May. We thank parents The leaves sre compound and pinnate. The wood i fight, soft with

. . . an even grain; I8 works easlly and makes attractive furniture. The
for the funds raised as this will go towards a new netball hard court, | T

for tanning, Decoctions from roots ane used 1o teal headaches,

grounds. This order has been placed and we await the arrival and

Montessori equipment, and keeping our grounds and facilities to a

i . worms. Other parts of the tree are used magicially to protect
hlgh standard . An amount of R 31 222.00 was raised. the chief fram witchersft, The bee is reasonably fast-growing,

° but 5 sensitive to severe frost
Preschool Parents Evening

Preschool reports were handed out on Tuesday, 24th of July. It was beneficial for parents to discuss their
children’s progress with the Montessori directresses at individual meetings on Wednesday, 25th of July. Many
parents of our pre-primary pupils also attended a presentation by Bev Hilder about the benefits of the

Montessori primary school teaching.

Mid-term break Maintenance

The duck pond storage roof was damaged during L :
the recent storms and we are planning to replace _ . ; '!' i : i <

the roof over the next few weeks. In the Preschool el a T a% a !
Potting Shed environment, partitions will be in- 1" e ! ﬁ H E H E '- ~, E] -

stalled in the toilet area to ensure greater privacy

L e
.
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-
-
—

for our younger children. Additional maintenance
will include classroom painting and general upkeep
across the school.
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The Joy of Aitercare at Our School

At our school, aftercare is the highlight of the day for

most children. While some children remain because their

parents work late, others ask to stay later because they L e e e
love spending time with their friends and engaging in free % ¥,
play. Sy L
From 12:30 p.m, our preschoolers light up with '
excitement as they gather with friends from other classes.

While the boys dive into lively soccer matches and the

girls host imaginative picnics on blankets, others explore

the sandpit, glide down slides, swing high, or simply enjoy

catching up with their playmates. Even our curious

toddlers look forward to joining the fun, especially those

with older siblings in the 3—6 age group. They always ask

their parents if they can play longer.

Over in the primary school area, the atmosphere is just

as vibrant. Children from Year | to Year 7 come together

to play soccer, hunt for bugs, and immerse themselves in
nature-inspired exploration. With the support and

supervision of dedicated teachers, children thrive in an
environment that promotes freedom, creativity, and

connection. | personally love seeing the children enjoying

their childhood, protecting them from the pressure to

grow up too quickly.

Fuelling all this fun is our much-anticipated fruit and snack

time, and on Thursdays, the excitement rises with special

food preparation activities. From crafting fruit kebabs and

fairy bread to assembling their own pizzas, every bite is a

[ gy ol A
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moment of joy and pride. As Maria Montessori wisely said:

Fortunate Ndou “Play is the work of the child.”

Aftercare Coordinator

Autumn Aftercare

Fun
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Understanding the Montessori sensorial material in Preschool 3-6

Montessori sensorial materials play a crucial
role in early childhood education by providing
children with opportunities to explore and

understand their world through their senses.

Some of the sensorial materials in our

environments include:

Knobbed and knobless Cylinders, Long Rods
and the Pink Tower graduate in size, helping
children to refine their visual perception and

fine motor skills through tactile exploration.

Colour Tablets help children learn about
colour discrimination, matching and sorting

different shades.

A set of touch boards come with varying

textures, from smooth to rough, and
encourage children to explore and
describe different tactile sensations.

Sound Cylinders produce different sounds,

allowing children to discriminate loud and

softer sounds.

Smelling and Tasting Bottles contain
various scents or flavours, allowing
: | children to learn about and identify
different smells as well as tastes like sweet,

sour, salty and bitter-.

Geometric Solids help children understand

the properties of different shapes.

Sensorial materials promote:

. Sensory development as
children learn to refine

their senses.

Cognitive skills which
enhance critical thinking,
problem-solving, and

observational skills.

Language development as
children describe and
expand their vocabulary

and communication skills.
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Country Walk 2025

Although it was a brisk start with a cool breeze blowing,
excitement mounted as we prepared to start the 2025 winter

challenge of the garden creatures country walk. Our Year 6s

slowly walked the course with our littlest children. Hopping on

the logs to miss the bugs and taking on the spider web challenge
was all part of the fun on the 10 and 20 lap courses.
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Country Walk 2025




