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A Day in the Life of a Cotswold Montessori Preschooler

At The Cotswold Montessori Preschool, each day begins with joyful
arrivals as children settle in and enjoy a little free play before the school
day formally starts. Once the morning bell rings, children line up to wash

their hands and collect their communication books, ready to begin the day
ahead.
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The magical "three-hour work cycle" is a core part of the Montessori
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“Watching a child makes it obvious that the development

of his mind comes through his movements.”
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| Maria Montessori

The Cotswold Country Montessori School - “LEARNING FOR LIFE”



PAGE 2 JULY 2025

A Day in the Life of a Cotswold Montessori Preschooler

The work period is a rich time, not only for academic development but also for practical life activities, social
interaction, and care of the classroom and garden. Children might enjoy a snack, take a nature walk through
the school’s beautiful gardens with their teacher, water the vegetables, or feed the animals.

As the morning draws to a close, children help tidy the environment and prepare for a well-earned lunch
followed by some outdoor fun on the playground.

This is just a glimpse into a typical day, where Cotswold Montessori children are encouraged to follow their
inner drive to learn, build concentration, grow in independence, and take pride in their own learning
journey - all within a nurturing and beautifully prepared environment.

“There must be provision for the child to have contact with nature; to
understand and appreciate the order, the harmony, and the beauty in nature.”

Maria Montessori
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Notices
Pyjama Day - Friday the |st of August

On the I** of August our pupils will participate in a pyjama day at school where they will enjoy a warm mug of
"hot chocolate" and a picnic with their friends. A donation of R10.00 per pupil will be greatly appreciated.

Entrepreneurs’ Day - Wednesday the 6 of August

We encourage all children in Owl’s Nest to review the health guidelines for Entrepreneurs’ Day carefully. In

particular, we kindly ask parents not to provide Coke or other fizzy drinks for the children to sell.

School Holidays
Pre- and Primary School close at | 1:00 on Friday the 8" of August and will reopen on Tuesday the 2™ of

September-.
Preschool Holiday Care Programme

Preschool pupils may attend the Holiday Care Programme from Monday the | | of August until Friday the
22nd of August.

Parent-teacher Conferences - Tuesday the 9 of September

The Primary School reports will go out on Friday the 8" of August. A parent-teacher conference will be held
on Tuesday the 9 of September so teachers and parents can discuss their child’s progress. A form will be
handed out before the meeting so that parents and directresses can consider the holistic development of each
child with consideration of the child’s physical, social and emotional development, as well as their academic
progress.

Ith

Preschool Grandparents’ Day - Thursday the | of September

A Grandparents’ Day will be held on the | | of September to celebrate all our wonderfully supportive
grandparents. The children will welcome their grandparents to this exciting event with a song. Afterwards,

everyone is invited to enjoy a picnic in the beautiful

school gardens and visit the classrooms.

Maintenance upgrades

We are pleased to share that the preschool toilets in
the Potting Shed classroom have been partitioned for
added privacy, creating a more comfortable
environment for our 3—6-year-olds.

The roof of the duckpond storeroom has been raised
and replaced, making the space more accessible and
user-friendly for staff and storage needs.

Tree Tags
The tree tags have
arrived! However, the
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placed on the trees
around the grounds.
We'll let families
know as soon as
they’re ready to be
viewed and enjoyed.
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Entrepreneurs Day - Elliot’s Boma

Entrepreneurs’ Day is held to inspire and educate our pupils about
business and innovation by giving them a hands-on experience of
running a small business. This helps them to develop skills like
creativity, problem-solving, financial literacy, marketing and
teamwork, while also making them more self-sufficient and
resourceful. Elliot’s Boma pupils raised R370 in stall rentals and
chose to spend their earnings on a beautiful set of wooden grammar
symbols. These will be used in the classroom to bring the study of
grammar alive.The class proudly hosted |8 stalls on the day!
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Preschooler Learning

Preschoolers enjoy their school day manipulating a screwdriver,
identifying farm animals, using beads to support early addition,
and counting from | to 100 using the Hundred Board. These
are a few of the engaging activities they have learnt to work
with.

We are pleased to acknowledge the progress of our Grade R
learners: 80% now know all the alphabet sounds, and 83% are
successfully adding using the short bead stair. Our goal is for
80% of learners to be performing addition and multiplication in
the thousands using Montessori materials by the end of their
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Upper Primary Projects - The Human Body

The year 4, 5 and 6 learners brought science to life by building 3D models of the heart or brain at school.
While learning about how these vital organs work, they also developed important skills like teamwork,
planning, and creative thinking. The classroom was filled with excitement as learners helped one another and
proudly constructed their projects from start to finish. Their confidence shone through as they presented

their models to the class, turning science into a fun and memorable experience.




