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29 September Primary School  

Dress Rehearsal 

30 September Preschool Concert 

Dress Rehearsal   

30 September 

 

Primary School       

Concert 4pm 

1 and 3 October Primary School Concert 

5.30pm 

2 October Preschool Concert 4pm 

3 October Preschool Concert 

3.30pm 

16 - 21 October 

 

Mid-Term Break  

School closes at 12pm 

24 October 

 

SISA Cross Country -  

EcoKids 

29 October 

 

Entrepreneursõ Day 

Wattle House 

31 October SISA Cross Country -  

Woodlands  

12 - 21 Novem-

ber 

Year 7 Assessments   

(Yr 7õs close at 12pm) 

19 November Preschool Show  

26 November Entrepreneursõ Day 

Ingadi House 

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za  

Celebrating our Preschool Grandparents 
                                      

Grandparentsõ day will 

always hold a special 

place in our hearts. The 

children couldn't wait to 

show their grandparents 

their safe place - where 

they work and eat - their 

teachers and all the   

animals at their school. 

The school was buzzing 

with activity on the 11th 

of September as the  

children ran around with 

their grandparents  

showing them as much 

as they could in 

the time that they 

had. It was so  

lovely to see the 

many picnic     

blankets shared 

with family and 

friends, and all the 

extra love that was 

given to the 

òadoptedó     

grandchildren whose 

grandparents were 

unable to attend. At 

first glance you would 

never have known 

that there was anyone 

in the crowd missing a 

grandparent, all you 

could see was love, 

joy and lots of snacks. 

òThe education of even a small child, therefore, does not 

aim at preparing him for school, but for life.ó 

       Maria Montessori  
Preparations are well on 

the way for the 2025 

school concert  
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Notices 
Extramurals in Term 3  

Parents will receive information about extra-murals provided by external persons directly from those        

providers ð these activities will include dancing, robotics, tennis and Soccer Stars. 

Mid-Term Break  

Pre- and Primary School close at 12:00 on Thursday the 16th of October and will reopen on Tuesday the 21st 

of October. 

Entrepreneursõ Day - Wednesday the 29 th of October  

We ask all children in Wattle House and their parents not to provide Coke or other fizzy drinks for the    

children to sell. Review the health guidelines for Entrepreneursõ Day carefully so that our children may      

purchase good options at the various food stalls. 

School Survey  

The school conducts parent surveys on a regular basis to ensure we remain responsive to our communityõs 

needs. The 2025 Parent Survey will be distributed to all families during October via email, with a link to the 

online questionnaire. The survey is anonymous  and should take no more than 5 minutes  to complete. We 

kindly ask all parents to participate and provide constructive feedback to help school management identify  

areas for improvement and guide future planning.                                                                                          

We thank you in advance for your valuable input. The survey results will be shared in our November      

newsletter. 

2026 School Calendar  

The 2026 school calendar is now available for parents and is on the last page of this newsletter. 
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Arbor Day 

Planting indigenous trees in our school grounds has 

been a tradition in our school for many years and 

our pupils love to watch the trees that they have 

planted grow.  We hope that this annual activity will 
build environmentalists in our children who will  

improve the world in their adult years by planting 

indigenous trees in their own gardens. 
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The Children at The Cotswold are eagerly learning and perfecting their dance routines and cannot wait to 

perform in front of their parents at the upcoming primary school concert: ôA Rainbow of Songõ on the          

30th of September, 1st and 3rd of October 2025 and our preschool concert ôA Kaleidoscope of Colourõ on the 

2nd and 3rd of October.  
 

Building so many skills  

At our school, a concert is more than just a performance - itõs a celebration of growth, belonging, and shared 

joy. Thatõs why every child participates. We believe that education is about more than academicsñit is about 
nurturing the whole child. One of the most exciting opportunities for growth comes through participating in 

our annual school concert. Concerts allow children to shine in ways that go beyond the classroom, with  

dancing and acting offering rich benefits that shape confidence, creativity, and personal development.          

Performing in front of others also helps children develop courage and self-assurance. Whether they sing, 

dance, have a line or two to say, or support the younger children behind the scenes, each child plays a     
meaningful role. These experiences help them feel proud of their efforts and confident in their abilities.  

 

Strengthening Community  
The concert is a team effort. When every child is involved, they learn the value of cooperation, respect, and 

shared responsibility. Itõs a chance to support one another, celebrate each otherõs strengths, and feel part of 

something bigger than themselves. Many parents also get involved and enjoy the experience of seeing their 

children have an opportunity to enhance other skills and take part in activities outside their comfort zones.  

                                                                                                                                                             
Dance helps children refine their coordination, balance, and rhythm, while acting encourages emotional   

awareness and empathy. By embodying different characters, children practice understanding emotions beyond 

their own, developing compassion and interpersonal skills that carry into their daily lives. 

 
Concerts are collaborative experiences where each childõs roleñwhether big or smallñcontributes to the 

final performance. In line with Montessoriõs emphasis on community, children learn that working together, 

listening to one another, and respecting different contributions leads to shared success.  

 

Why every child takes part in our school concerts 
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Building Self -assurance and Self-expression  

Performing on stage gives children the chance to express themselves freely. Through dance and acting,       

children learn to use their voices, bodies, and emotions to tell stories and connect with an audience. This   

experience develops self-assurance, helping even the quietest child to find their confidence in front of others.  
 

Every child brings something unique to the stage. A Montessori concert highlights individuality while fostering 

a sense of belonging. Whether through a graceful dance, a heartfelt spoken line, or a dramatic role, each 

childõs effort is valued and celebrated.  
 

Building creativity  

Acting and dancing naturally spark imagination. When children take on roles in a play or perform              

choreographed routines, they learn to see the world through different perspectives. Montessori education 

values this kind of creative exploration, as it encourages children to think independently, solve problems in 
new ways, and appreciate beauty in movement and storytelling.  

 
Creating Joyful Memories  

Children remember these moments for years to come - not just the applause, but the laughter, the rehearsals, 

and the sense of achievement. Itõs a joyful tradition that brings families together and helps children feel seen 

and celebrated. By including everyone, we honour each childõs unique contribution and reinforce the message 

that they belong, they matter, and they shine. 
 

Holding a school concert is more than just an entertaining event - it is a vital part of holistic Montessori     

education. It nurtures confidence, creativity, empathy, and collaboration, giving children skills that stay with 

them long after the curtain falls.   
 

We look forward to hosting you at this annual event which is a highlight at The Cotswold for both the pupils 

and teachers. 
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Primary School shows on 30 September at 16:00, 1 October at 17:30 and 3 October at 17:30. 

Preschool shows on 2 October at 16:00 and 3 October at 15:30.       

Because of the differing primary and preschool concert times, the tables below highlights arrangements for each day 

of the concert week 29 September-3 October.         

Our pupils and teachers have been working very hard to show off their talents to parents and we look forward to 5 

wonderful school concerts. Thank you to all parents who have helped with the preparations for the concerts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concert Planning and Programme 

 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL CONCERT PLANNING 

MONDAY 
29th of September 

TUESDAY 
30th of September 

WEDNESDAY 
1st of October 

THURSDAY 
2nd of October 

FRIDAY 
3rd of October 

Normal school 
hours 

School closes at 
12:00 

School closes at 
12:00 

Normal school 
hours 

School closes at 
12:00 

Full dress rehearsal         

Normal aftercare 
hours 

Normal aftercare 
hours 

Normal aftercare 
hours 

Aftercare closes at 
14:30 

Aftercare closes at 
14:30 

  
Pupils arrive 15:30 
in costumes 

Pupils arrive 17:00 
in costumes 

  
Pupils arrive 17:00 
in costumes 

  
Concert starts at 
16:00 

Concert starts at 
17:30 

  
Concert starts at 
17:30 

PRESCHOOL CONCERT PLANNING 

MONDAY 
29th of September 

TUESDAY 
30th of September 

WEDNESDAY 
1st of October 

THURSDAY 
2nd of October 

FRIDAY 
3rd of October 

Normal school 
hours 

Normal school 
hours 

Normal school 
hours 

Normal school 
hours 

Normal school 
hours 

  
  

Full dress rehearsal 
during school 
hours 

      

Normal aftercare 
hours 

Normal aftercare 
hours 

Normal aftercare 
hours 

Aftercare till 15:30 
-children taken to 
waiting class 

Aftercare till 15:00 
-children taken to 
waiting class 

      
Pupils arrive 15:30 
in costumes 

Pupils arrive 15:00 
in costumes 

      
Concert starts at 
16:00 

Concert starts at 
15:30 

      
No aftercare after 
show 

No aftercare after 
show 
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SISA Netball and Football 

Learning by doing is one of the cornerstones of Montessori philosophy. Exploring natural disasters and their 

impact on both the environment and human life is of vital importance, as it sparks curiosity and deepens the  

understanding of the world we live in. Our Year 7 students applied their knowledge of volcanoes - studying 

their structure, why and where they erupt - and combined this with their creativity to build models of volcanoes 

and other natural disasters. They also researched recent global events, such as the eruption of Mount Etna, and 

presented their findings to the class. In doing so, they not only demonstrated their understanding but also 

shared their knowledge, fostering a culture of collaboration and peer learning. 

Montessori Upper Primary Projects 

The models representing the water cycle that the year 4 to 6 pupils built in groups at school also led to a 

deeper learning and consolidation of knowledge. By working with their peers to create these models at school 

our pupils gained a solid understanding of how the water cycle works and how it maintains our ecosystems.  

Year 4 to 6 models of the water cycle 
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SISA Netball and Football 

Do the Groundwork First  

In preschool and lower primary, our focus is on 

building strong skills in reading, writing, and maths. 

Children learn through hands-on materials that help 

them understand big ideas in a concrete way. These 

foundational years are all about developing focus, 

confidence, and a love of learning - without the  

distractions of screens. 

Bringing in Technology at the Right Time  

We introduce computers around Year 4, once   

children have a solid foundation and are ready to 

use technology as a tool for research, creative projects, and collaboration. By waiting, we help them use      

computers with purpose - not just for entertainment or passive learning.  

Protecting Their Learning Time  

Weõre careful not to interrupt their work time with screens too early. This helps children stay engaged, think 

critically, and work independently - skills that will serve them well in school and beyond.  

This thoughtful approach ensures technology supports their growth, rather than rushing it. 

How special it was to share in our children's 

beautiful and colourful heritage clothing.  

"The beauty of the world lies in the diversity 

of its people" ñ Unknown. 

When to introduce computers at our Montessori School 

Heritage Day 


