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30 October & 1 

November 

Open Day 

6 November Pre-Primary Party 

12 - 21 November Year 7 Assessments 

(Yr 7õs close at 12pm) 

19 November Preschool Show  

24 November to 2 

December 

Primary School Closes 

13:00 

26 November Entrepreneurs Day 

Ingadi House 

2 December Preschool Book 

Awards 08:30 

2 December Upper Primary 

Achievement         
Assembly 17:30 for 

18:00 

3 December Lower Primary 

Achievement         
Assembly 08:30 

3 December Primary School Closes 

11:00 

8 December Report Cards Issued  

10 December Preschool Closes 

11:00 

11, 12 & 15  

December 

Holiday Care 

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

Our Annual School Concerts  

 Two very dedicated and capable staff members took the lead in producing 

the vibrant concerts for the Preschool and Primary School this year. Jane 

Engels led the Primary staff, planning and choreographing the dazzling    

programme for òA Rainbow of Songó.  Natalie Sebastiao, in partnership with 

the Preschool directresses, created a whimsical journey to restore          

òA Kaleidoscope of Colouró. 

As is tradition, our Pre-Primary children and our Year 7s stepped into the 

spotlight to develop their public speaking skills, addressing full-house     

audiences with growing confidence.                                                       

Our younger children sang and danced with infectious enthusiasm,         

supported by our older pupils who offered  gentle guidance and            

encouragement. The audience - filled with proud    families, past pupils and 

friends, responded with warm applause, celebrating not just the            

performance but their efforts, courage and joy. 

Primary school children performed their dances with precision and focus, 

clearly enjoying the well-earned applause. Their dances were polished and 

expressive, reflecting hours of practice and pride in their efforts. 

These concerts are more than annual events - they are cherished        

milestones in our childrenõs development. They offer opportunities to build 

confidence, foster friendships, and experience the joy of shared         

achievement. They also reflect the dedication of our teachers, who guide 

and inspire with patience, creativity, and care. 

We extend our thanks to our families for their support of our children and 

their teachers.  

School Concert 
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Notices  

òWatching a child makes it obvious that the development of his mind comes 

through his movements.ó                                                       

                                                                                             Maria Montessori  

SAMA School Audit  

Our primary school was formally audited on the 

7th of October by the South African Montessori 

Association (SAMA). The evaluation included a 

thorough review of classroom activities, teacher 

qualifications, and pupil interviews. We are 

pleased to report that the feedback received 

from the auditor, Cané Lake, was overwhelmingly 

positive of our professional staff, engaging Montessori learning environments and the exemplary manners of 

our pupils. The report commented that: 

- òThe classrooms are all neat and clean, the shelves seem well-stocked with a wealth of materials, 

and the tables and chairs are child-sized.ó  

- òThere is the wonderful concept of a peace pole in the garden, accompanied by a bench which can 

be used for conflict resolution.ó 

òThe school is situated in very spacious, beautifully maintained natural grounds with lots of capacity 

to interact with nature, trees, birds, peacocks, ducks, chickens, vegetable gardens, etc.ó 

We thank all staff and pupils who were involved in the audit and to Bev for keeping the school grounds so 

well maintained. 

School Fees 2026 

The Governing Body met during September and the 2026 school fees were finalised. The 2026 school fee  

letter was sent to all parents via email during October and the family rates for 2026 will be published on their 

November and December statements. Additionally, due to the shortened December month and upcoming 

year-end holidays, invoices/statements for December will be issued earlier than usual - on Friday,             

21st November . 

School Calendar  

The 2026 school calendar was published in the September school newsletter and was emailed to all parents at 

the end of October. The calendar will also be uploaded to the school website.  

Early Closing - Primary School  

From the 24th of November until the 2nd of December our primary school pupils may leave school at 13:00. 

This gives our primary school teachers the opportunity to prepare their reports and other end of year admin.  

Holiday Care  

On the 11th, 12th and 15th of December our preschool pupils will be able to attend vacation care for R65 per 

day.  

Support Sessions  

In Term 3, the school has been offering after school support sessions to numerous pupils to assist them with 

their studies. We are pleased to share that these sessions are attended weekly. A heartfelt thank you to our 

Interventions Coordinator, Bronwyn Jabs and other staff for their time and efforts. 
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A Glimpse Inside Lower Primary at The Cotswold Montessori 

òDo not tell them how to do it. Show them how to do it and do not say a word.  If 

you tell them, they will watch your lips move. If you show them, they will want to 

do it themselves.ó        Maria Montessori  

Each morning at The Cotswold Montessori begins with calm 

energy and curiosity. Before the bell rings at 8:00, children are 

already exploring the grounds - feeding ducks, playing soccer 

or simply connecting with nature. This time of movement and 

fresh air sets the tone for a day filled with purpose and dis-

covery. 

When the bell sounds, children transition into their           

classrooms and begin the uninterrupted three-hour work  

cycle, a cornerstone of the Montessori approach. Before   

diving in, some may pause for a quick snack or drink,    

grounding themselves for focused work ahead. 

Inside the classroom, children engage with carefully designed 

materials across 

subjects like      

Language, Maths, Geometry and Culture. They move freely and  

intentionally, choosing work that aligns with their interests and   

developmental needs. Teachers act as guides, offering presentations 

and stories that spark imagination and introduce new concepts. 

This stage marks the emergence of the òReasoning Mindó - a time 

when children begin asking deeper questions and seeking to        

understand the òwhyó behind everything. Collaboration becomes 

natural as their social selves develop. They learn to communicate 

ideas and to solve problems respectfully, together. 

After the morning work cycle, children enjoy 30 minutes of        

unstructured break time outside before returning for a variety of 

afternoon     

activities. These 

may include story time under a tree, nature-based learning, 

art, music or physical education. Each activity is        

thoughtfully chosen to support emotional, intellectual and 

creative development. 

Fridays bring an extra element of real-world learning with 

a visit to the tuckshop, where children handle money and 

make independent choices. 

At The Cotswold Montessori, we believe in nurturing a 

deep love of learning. We want our children to feel happy, 

inspired and excited each day. With thoughtful guidance 

and support, we aim to nurture joyful, confident individuals 

who are not just preparing for school - but for life itself.            

                                                         Lower Primary Head - Jane Engels 
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Preschool Concert - A Kaleidoscope of Colour 
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SISA Netball and Football  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

          

 

                                                  

Preschool Concert - A Kaleidoscope of Colour 


