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8 December  Report Cards    

issued 

10 December  Term 3 Preschool   

closes (11:00) 

11, 12 and 15     

December 

Holiday Care           

Programme 

 2026  

 9 January Preschool         

Orientation     
09:00 to 10:30 

12 January Preschool starts 

13 January Primary School        

Orientation  
08:30 to 09:30 

14 January Primary School 

starts 

  

Dates to note 

The Cotswold Country Montessori School 
51 Dickinson Rd, Benoni North  

Tel: 079 366 7772 
www.cotswoldmontessori.co.za 

As we celebrate the end of another memorable school year, it is a pleasure to reflect 

together on this year.                                                                                                      

In Montessori education, we talk often about òfollowing the childó ð observing     

carefully, preparing the environment, and allowing each child to unfold at their own 

pace. This year, across classrooms from our youngest 18-month-olds to our oldest 13

-year-olds, we have seen remarkable examples of independence, curiosity,            

responsibility, and compassion. These are the markers not only of academic learning, 

but of the character in each and every child.                                                                                

To our youngest children: we have loved watching you explore the world with fresh 

eyes, learning language, developing concentration, and gaining confidence.                              

To our primary school children: you have continued to discover your abilities, your 

interests, and your voices, strengthened friendships, overcome challenges, and gained 

a growing understanding of what it means to contribute to a community. Learning is 

not limited to books ð it happens in moments of collaboration, negotiation, kindness, 

and honest effort.                                                                                                     

Our Year 7  leaders have embraced the responsibilities that come with being the  

eldest in the school, mentoring younger students, taking initiative, and demonstrating 

maturity and critical thinking.                                                                                                             

I also want to honour our teachers and assistants for their professionalism, dedication, 

and commitment to Montessori principles.  Directresses are observers, guides,     

nurturers, and the architects of independence. Their work is often quiet and humble, 

yet deeply impactful.                                                                                                   

To our families: thank you for your support, trust, collaboration and partnership. 

Montessori education thrives when home and school share the same respect for the 

child as an individual, as a capable learner, and as a valued member of the community.                     

Education is one of the most important choices a parent makes. At times there can be 

questions, comparisons, and even some uncertainty. I want to reassure you that you 

have chosen a school that does not simply teach children what to think, but develops 

in them the ability to think for themselves. A school that values emotional intelligence 

as highly as academic capability. A school where children learn at the pace that allows 

their strengths to deepen and their challenges to be met with support ð not shame.                            

Your children spend their days in classrooms where they are known as individuals. 

They engage in lessons that build reasoning, independence, collaboration, creativity, 

and a lifelong love of learning. These are the attributes that research shows prepare 

children not just for exams, but for real life ð for leadership, innovation, resilience, and 

adaptability.                                                                                                      

Montessori children go out into the world confident, grounded, thoughtful, and      

capable. We see it year after year, and we are deeply proud of the outcomes of our 

students.                                                                                                                    

If there is ever uncertainty, I invite you to speak with us, 

observe, ask questions, and see the learning in action. We 

stand firmly behind the education we provide, and we 

know that this environment is giving your children not just 

knowledge, but skills and values that will last a lifetime.                                                                  

We recognise that education is not a race, but a journey ð 

one that unfolds beautifully when children are given free-

dom within structure, trust within guidance, and space to 

become who they are meant to be.                                                                              

As we close this school year, let us celebrate 

progress ð big and small ð and look forward to 

new opportunities ahead.  

Wishing you all a wonderful end to the year. 

Year end Message from the School Principal 

Year end  

Award Ceremony 

Bev Hilder  

School Principal  
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School Fees 2026 

The 2026 school fee letter was sent to all parents via email in October 2025 and is published on their November and 

December statements.  

Holiday Care Programme  

On the 11th, 12th and 15th of December our preschool pupils will be able to attend vacation care for R65 per 

day.  Interested parents who would like to make use of this service may contact the office for further details.  

Reading Thank You  

We extend our grateful thanks from the pupils of Elliotõs Boma to Liza Nash for giving of her time to encourage our      

children in their reading by listening to them with love and kindness on a weekly basis. We urge any parents or          

grandparents who would be willing to assist the teachers next year to let Bev know.  

Governing Body Members 2025  

Many thanks to our Governing Body for their highly valued efforts and input throughout the year, Benoni Molete 

(Chairperson), Bev Hilder, Barbara Merifield, Mandy Raman, Ilse Weddell, Tebogo Mphepya, Heidi Fataar, May and Craig 

Selkirk. 

Outstanding School Fees for 2025  

We would like to remind all of our parents that any outstanding fees for the 2025 school year are now overdue. It would 

be much appreciated if overdue amounts could be settled by the 7th of December 2025 as report cards will be issued on 

the 8th of December.  January fees are due for payment on the 1st of  January 2026. January aftercare will be charged at the 

end of January. The 2026 stationery and workbook fees will be charged to the January 2026 school fee account. 

Start of year 2026  

Preschool  

An orientation session for new pupils will be held from 09:00 to 10:30 on Friday, 9th of  January.  

The preschool will begin on Monday, 12th of  January 2026.  Class lists will be displayed at the school entrance and at the 

preschool gates, and preschool pupils may be taken straight to their classrooms. 

Primary School  

New pupils and their parents are invited to attend an orientation session between 08:30 and 09:30 on Tuesday, 13th of  

January.  

The primary school will begin on Wednesday the 14th of  January 2026. Pupils will attend an assembly in the Eventsõ Centre 

at 08:00 where they will be welcomed before being assigned to their classes. Suitcases may be left on the lawn outside 

where rows will be designated for the various phases.  All pupils are to wear their full summer uniform on the first day of 

school. The full school uniform rule always applies to the first and last day of each term. 

Stationery for 2026  

Letters have been sent out to all parents regarding stationery requirements for 2026.  Preschoolers will pay a set rate for 

stationery for the year and primary school children can purchase their prescribed stationery from any stationery supplier.  

Please ensure that the stationery purchased is exactly what appears on the list as the quality of these products has       

withstood pupil testing. 

Workbooks for 2026  

Letters have been sent out to all parents regarding the pre-primary and primary school workbooks required for the 2026  

school year.  The workbooks will be distributed to the pupils in January 2026 and should be paid for by 1st of January.    

Parents are to please note that workbooks will not be issued to pupils if the workbook costs have not been paid.  

Calendar 2026  

The 2026 school calendar has been sent to all parents and is currently on the school website.  

 

Notices  



 

P A G E  3                 N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Upper Primary Technology 

T-ball 

Cross Country 

Cross country this term was a wonderful success, showcasing the childrenõs perseverance, dedication, and growing  

confidence. Week by week, we watched our group of runners grow - not only in number, but in determination and  

resilience. Their commitment to improving their distance, pace, and stamina has been  inspiring. We are incredibly 

proud of every child who laced up their shoes and gave their best. With this strong foundation, we look forward to the 

athletics season next year and are excited to see them carry their talent forward. 

We had a joyful T-ball season this year. Week after week, children arrived at practices with lots of energy, ready to learn 

and cheer one another on. We had many fun games at school, and a special highlight was having the upper primary      

children joining us, adding something special to each session. Although a few matches were rained out, nothing could 

dampen the children's enthusiasm and wonderful team spirit. Thank you to all the children for their effort and             

participation. What a beautiful reminder of how sport brings us together as a community! 

The upper primary children had an awesome hands-on learning experience about the six simple machines. Each child had 

the opportunity to experience how these machines make work easier for us.  
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 Pre-Primary Farewell Party 

Preschool Wild and Earthly Show 
Our preschool pupils had a most delightful visit from Wild and Earthly. They were introduced to numerous 

animals and even got to hold some. 6-year-old Philip said,  "The show was the best in the world.  The snake 

was heavy and the scales felt like slime." 6-year-old Yakha said that the show was cool and he liked seeing the 

snake and the spider. 
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This term, we enjoyed two special celebrations: one for our Year 7 students and one for our Pre-primary     

children. Although these groups are at different stages of their educational journeys, both are standing at the 

threshold of meaningful transitions. Each is preparing to take a brave step from a familiar environment into a 

new one. After becoming òthe big fishó in their current setting, they are now ready to venture into a new pond, 

full of fresh opportunities and discoveries. 

Our Year 7s will move on to high school, and our Pre-primary children will take their first steps into primary 

school. These milestones represent exciting new chapters: new friends, new teachers, new routines, and new 

responsibilities. With each transition comes growth, and we know these children are more than ready for the 

challenges and triumphs ahead. 

On behalf of all the teachers at The Cotswold, we could not be prouder. We have watched these wonderful 

young people not only meet our expectations but exceed them: showing kindness, resilience, curiosity, and   

determination at every turn. 

To our Year 7s: we wish you every success as you begin this new adventure. We cannot wait to see how you 

continue to shape the world around you, in both quiet and extraordinary ways. It may sound like a big          

expectation, but you are already creating positive ripples - and this is only the beginning of your journey into 

young adulthood. 

To our Pre-primary children: we send you off with confidence and joy as you enter primary school. We know 

you are ready, capable, and eager. We look forward to watching you face each new challenge with creativity, 

enthusiasm, and the independence that you have so beautifully developed. 

You may notice a few tears from our preschool and primary teachers. In our Montessori mixed-age classrooms, 

we spend many years growing alongside these children. They become part of our school family, enriching our 

days and leaving lasting impressions on our hearts.  

We wish every child stepping forward a bright, joyful, and fulfilling new beginning.

          

Message from the Governing Body Chairperson 

Three Cheers for Our School Community!  

This year our School Governing Body welcomed three new parent members and a new staff representative, 

making sure every voice in our community is heard. 

Three events, one big success! 

Fundraising was a big success with three main events - the raffle, the country walk, and the school concert -  all 

helping to support projects like new toilet partitions for the preȤschool. The tuckshop stayed popular too, 

with its profits going straight into improving our school. 

Parents, teachers, pupils: stronger together! 

Looking ahead, school fees for 2026 were reviewed with families, teachers, and 

learners in mind. The goal is simple: keep education affordable, keep teachers 

motivated, and keep students excited to come to school each day. 

Uniform pride, team spirit!  

Sports uniforms are now available from our suppliers, with a twoȤyear transition 

period phasing in from 2026. By then, theyõll be compulsory for school sports 

days, helping everyone feel part of the same team. 

As the holidays arrive, we wish everyone - parents, teachers, and pupils - a 

joyful break. Merry Christmas to those who celebrate, and happy holidays to 

all. See you in the New Year! 

Benoni Molete  
School Governing Body  

Chairperson  

Farewell to our Year 7s and Pre-Primary Children 

Shannon du Preez  
                                                                                                                             
Head of Preschool  
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As we approach the close of 2025, I would like to take a moment to thank our dedicated staff, the parents for their       

support, our principal Bev for her leadership, and our pupils for their enthusiasm. 

Our staffõs commitment to nurturing and inspiring our children is at the heart of The Cots-

wold. Thank you for providing the safe, engaging environment where every child can thrive.  

Thank you to our parents and families for your trust, support and partnership.  This is       

invaluable as together we can build a strong foundation for our childrenõs success. 

Our pupilsõ curiosity and enthusiasm brings energy and joy to our school and we always   

remain in awe of each childõs personal growth. 

Our principal, Bev Hilder, provides the care and nurturing that ensures our school remains a 

Montessori school of excellence and inclusivity. 

As we enter this Christmas season, Craig and I would like to wish you all a holiday filled with 

peace, joy and precious moments with  family and friends. 

Wishing our Cotswold community a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

 

Pre-primary pupils  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 3 pupils  

 

 
 

Year 7 Pupils  

Silas Andalaft Hlelolwenkosi Dlamini Thalia-Mae Leedham Reshoketswe Ndwalane 

Yakha Bekeweni Lunathi Feni Yusuf Magiera Ngwedi Ntsodi 

Sakhile Chipatiso Philip Gouveia Musawenkosi Mahlangu Arianna Theron 

Asanté Chizi Nelisiwe Hlabangana Kuhle Masilela Bailey-Jo Weddell 

Ethan Currie Nandisa Khathi Letago Matloga Rona Zuma 

Mikayla De Oliveira Matteo Kroll Sonali Moagi  

Gabriella Annandale Naledi Jack Kaiden Medhurst Katlego Seko 

Amber Boulogne Wian Kellerman Sithenkosi Mlaba Mikey Soufis-Kyriakou 

Jace De Villiers Snenhlanhla Kraai Regologantswe Modingonae Eliana Tawonezvi 

Azanda Dlamini Skyelar Landman Kaboentle Mojapelo Joshua Van der Watt 

Kagontle Gaofetoge Lehakoe Lefoka Rephethile Molete Ava Verster 

Zoey Hart Amber Lin Sienna Morgan Joshua Wilkinson 

Unathi Hlabangana Moratiwa Machete Siyanda Msibi Kayleigh Whitfield 

Maverick Holtzhausen Tokelo Malaka Riley Roux   

Singa Bekeweni Amzolele Mlaba Luke Morgan Abbigail SebastiēŸ 

Irene Hambakis Masego Mogaladi Serena Raman Joshua Steenkamp 

Khumo Kgoe Kgomotso Mokgeta Robert Rohde Jessica Whitfield 

Tshegofatso Mbatha    

Christmas message from May Selkirk 

May Selkirk  

Managing Member  

Congratulations to our Pre-primary, Year 3 and Year 7 pupils 
The following pupils are congratulated on completing the Montessori 3 to 6, 6 to 9 and 9 to 13 phases.  
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Preschool Book Awards 
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This year has been especially meaningful for me because it was my very first, and 

my last year at Cotswold. Walking into a new school  in Year 7 can be scary, I 

found a school full of warm, friendly, welcoming people who made me feel like I 

had been part of Cotswold for years. 

From the very first week, I was met with kindness. I made friends who included 

me, classmates who supported me, and teachers who believed in me even though 

they had just met me. Cotswold became a place where I felt comfortable, valued, and understood. And all of 

that happened in such a short space of time, which shows just how special this school truly is. 

Today is about recognising how much weõve grown, not only academically, but also as people. Weõve learned to 

work harder, think deeper, and face challenges with more confidence. Weõve learned about responsibility, 

friendship, teamwork, and the importance of showing up even when things get tough. 

To my classmates, every single person here has achieved something worth celebrating whether itõs academic 

excellence, improvement, leadership, creativity, or simply staying strong through a difficult year. 

To the teachers. Thank you for your patience, your guidance, your motivation, and your dedication. You donõt 

just teach us subjects, you teach us how to be better people. You push us, you encourage us, and you support 

us in ways we sometimes donõt even notice until later. 

Iõll always carry Cotswold with me. This school gave me more than lessons, it gave me memories, confidence, 

and friendships I will never forget.                              

                                                                                                                                       Kgomotso Msibi, Year 7  

Primary Achievement Assembly - a Year 7 recount of 2025 

Preschool Book Awards 


